Statement by the delegation of Egypt


Mr. President. 


The delegation of Egypt wishes to join with the other delegations in expressing its appreciation for your wise presidency of this World Conference on Human Rights and for the splendid arrangements which the Austrian Government made to host the Conference. I wish to congratulate you, Mr. President, and all our colleagues, members of the delegations participating in this important Conference, on the significant results that have been achieved through the adoption of the Declaration and Programme of Action which constitute notable progress towards the promotion of respect for human rights in all parts of our contemporary world, particularly in the post-cold war stage, in so far as the document deals with fundamental issues relating to the enhancement and development of human rights concepts and mechanisms. 


Mr. President, please allow me also to express sincere appreciation for the contributions made by Mr. Ibrahima Fall, Secretary-General of the Conference, and his assistants during the preparatory stage and subsequently during the work of the Conference, the success of which they helped to ensure. I also wish to express sincere appreciation to Mrs. Halima Warzazi for her chairmanship of the Preparatory Committee and the Main Committee, and to Mr. Saboia for his tireless round-the-clock endeavours to achieve the results that are reflected in the document that has now been adopted by consensus. 


Mr. President, 


The delegation of Egypt takes this opportunity to express its satisfaction and appreciation at the manner in which you and the majority of the delegations have responded through the Conference's adoption yesterday of two recommendations concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina and Angola, which reflect the international community's solidarity with those two peoples in the ordeal which all our brothers in those two countries are facing. I am referring, in particular, to the declaration concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina in which the World Conference on Human Rights emphasizes the inalienable right to self-determination and the inalienable right to legitimate individual or collective self-defence in accordance with article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, as well as the right to life of the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as expressed int he call for the lifting of the embargo on the export of arms to enable that heroic people to exercise its legitimate right of self-defence in order to exercise the right to life, in addition to a call for the condemnation of the crimes committed by the Serbs, including genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and the crime of ethnic cleansing. It was abnormal and inexcusable, Mr. President, for some delegations to affirm that this Conference should not adopt a clear position in regard to that tragedy and should refrain from expressing, in the Declaration adopted yesterday, its solidarity with the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to enable that people to exercise its legitimate right of self-defence and, I repeat, its right to life. 


Mr. President, 


The delegation of Egypt does not wish to list the Conference's positive achievements as reflected in the Declaration and Programme of Action which have just been adopted. However, my delegation would like to explain its position I regard to the Conference's recommendation concerning the proposal to establish a High Commissioner for Human Rights. 


We did not object to the proposal to establish a High Commissioner for Human Rights, since we did not want to break the consensus on this question. Nevertheless, having reservations in that regard, the delegation of Egypt endeavoured, through the Drafting Committee, to make the text of that recommendation more balanced by proposing that the General Assembly should assign a governmental working group to study that and other proposals concerning the improvement of human rights mechanisms. This is our position on that recommendation and the delegation of Egypt therefore requests that this statement be recorded in the report on the Conference. 


Thank you, Mr. President. 

