Statement by the delegation of Israel


Mr. President, without wishing to detect from our recognition and appreciation of the intensive efforts which went into the preparation of the final declaration, my delegation must register its strong reservations regarding the way in which paragraph 1(ter) was prepared and introduced into the document. This paragraph was presented to the drafting committee in the early hours of this morning and described as a consensus proposal. My delegation however was not notified of any consultations on the paragraph, despite our serious reservations concerning the text, no discussion, emendation or time for consultation was permitted. My delegation is therefore not a party to any consensus on this paragraph. Mr. President, my delegation would also like to express its profound disappointment that the final document, while condemning a wide range of human rights violations, does not make any mention of the form of discrimination and hatred that have led to the most unspeakable atrocities of all times - anti-Semitism. In our century anti-Semitism has resulted in the murder of one-third of the Jewish people. It is a unique form of hatred directed at those of particular birth irrespective of their faith and those of particular faith irrespective of their birth. Anti-Semitism goes far beyond hatred of Jews. It has arisen where Jews have never lived and survived where only Jewish cemeteries remain, and while Jews may be the first to suffer from its influence, they have rarely been the last. The conference is taking place in the heart of Europe, a continent which was witnessed the unspeakable horrors to which anti-Semitism has led and the persistence with which it resurfaces even over the ashes of its victims. A significant number of delegation leaders forcefully condemned anti-Semitism in their speeches to the plenary, so did the NGO forum in its final report. One might have hoped that this conference itself would have found the courage to do the same. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

