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Workshop on Regional Arrangements for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights
5th  INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP

Enhancing cooperation between United Nations (UN) and regional human rights mechanisms (RHRMs), human rights defenders (HRDs) and civil society organisations “(CSOs).

CONCEPT NOTE
	Objectives
	To take stock of developments since the workshop held in 2014, including a thematic discussion on interactions with civil society and human rights defenders, based on concrete and practical experience of regional mechanisms.

	Participants
	Representatives of the various regional, sub-regional and inter-regional human rights mechanisms and organisations, including their respective secretariats and human rights courts; experts representing the United Nations human rights system (e.g human rights treaty body members, Human Rights Council and Special Procedures Mandate Holders) Governments; NHRIs; CSOs; academics; and OHCHR staff.

	Venue
	Palais de Nations,  Room 19 , Geneva (Switzerland)

	Dates
	4 and 5 October 2016


Pursuant to  HRC resolution 30/3 of 9 October 2015, OHCHR will hold the fifth international workshop on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights from 4 to 5 October 2016. This will be followed by a meeting of focal points for cooperation on the 6 October 2016.

1. Introduction
Independent civil society actors and human rights defenders (HRDs) are key levers of social change at the national and local levels; they monitor the application of international human rights standards and in follow-up the implementation of judgments, decisions and recommendations of UN and regional human rights mechanisms. They also actively contribute to the strengthening of States’ capacity to ensure implementation of international human rights standards.  Their work can be guided as well as supported by international and regional human rights mechanisms (RHRMs). 

Civil society participation effectively underpins the system of international and RHRMs by safeguarding their relevance, efficacy and credibility vis-a-vis rights-holders through their contributions of expertise, awareness-raising, monitoring and reporting, development of new standards, mechanisms, and institutions, as well as mobilization of public support for the work of the UN and RHRMs mechanisms. 
Whether international, regional, or local, the benefits of collaboration between human rights mechanisms with civil society, and the challenges they face are well known. OHCHR's publications, "Civil Society Space and the United Nations Human Rights System", and "How to Follow Up on United Nations Human Rights Recommendations" are key tools that provide guidance on the role played by civil society actors in working with human rights mechanisms, and the challenges that they face in carrying out their work. 

Moreover, concrete measures that human rights mechanisms can undertake in creating and widening the space for civil society to work, including within the work of mechanisms themselves, are discussed in the High Commissioner's recent report, "Practical recommendations for the creation and maintenance of a safe and enabling environment for civil society" (A/HRC/32/20). These include but are now limited to : human rights mechanisms can ensure: that the rules for participation of civil society with different kinds of mechanisms are themselves compliant with international standards of public freedoms and non-discrimination; having a  a political environment conducive to civil society work (e.g. a higher visibility given to civil society in the work of the mechanisms, such as in regular meetings, statements, outcome documents, activities); access to information and  long-term support and resources for civil society (participation in meetings; organization of trainings on effective advocacy using mechanisms); and finally, when civil society actors come under attack because of their work related to mechanisms, consider procedures to address these reprisals (e.g. 'San Jose Guidelines' of human rights treaty-bodies).

It is therefore in the interests of human rights mechanisms to undertake robust efforts to excite, invite and grow civil society and HRDs participation in their work; and to widen, deepen and protect the space for civil society involvement.

2. Objectives

The overall objective of the workshop is to develop concrete proposals for  interaction between regional human rights mechanisms and civil society and human rights defenders  based on concrete and practical experiences of RHRMs as defined in Resolution 30/3. 
The workshop is intended to consolidate, build upon knowledge and practices, and inspire commitment for collegial action among human rights mechanisms for enhanced engagement with civil society actors and HRDs.
In view of this, the workshop will address questions such as how can the existing cooperation between civil society and human rights mechanisms be enhanced? How can we improve joint efforts to tackle the many human rights challenges faced? How can  the mechanisms be used to improve and legitimate the work of CSOs  and HR Defenders and simuntaneosly, establish a framework for their activities to enhance conformity with HR objectives and values?

The specific objectives of the work shop are to:

· Take stock of achievements on cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms since the workshop held in 2014;

· Identify key human rights challenges faced by human rights defenders and civil society and how cooperation between UN and RHRMs could support them;

· Identify ways to enhance the capacity of civil society and human rights defenders to engage and interact with RHRMs;

· Share good practices, challenges and lessons learnt regarding cooperation  between civil society and human rights defenders, on the one hand, and UN and RHRMs, on the other.
· Identify common trends and possible new forms of cooperation with human rights defenders and civil society.  

3. Methodology
OHCHR organised regional consultations prior to the workshop in order to have in depth discussions with civil society and human rights defenders in the respective regions. In that respect, four regional meetings were held in the Americas, Africa, asia and European region. On April 2016, OHCHR and the Inter American Commission and Court for Human Rights, held a consultation with civil society organisations in Washington  focusing on cooperation with CSOs and human rights defenders (HRDs). On the 8 July 2016, OHCHR and  the African Union held a panel discussion in Kigali on cooperation with CSOs, HRDs and womens organisations as part of the AU High Level Panel discussion on Gender Equality. On 29  August 2016, OHCHR and Asia Justice and Rights NGO organised a consultation with lawyers and civil society, in Bali. On 21 September 2016, OHCHR and the Council of Europe  jointly organised a European Regional consultations in Warsaw in the context of the OSCE/ODHIR Human Rights Dimension meeting. More information on these meetings can be found at http://ohchr.org/EN/Countries/NHRI/Pages/Cooperation.aspx. 
Participants at these regional consultations reflected on the  key human rights challenges in the region, and good practice, lessons learned on cooperation between the UN and RHRMs, CSO and HRDs. These workshops also identified priority themes to be considered for the workshop in October 2016. 
OHCHR Focal points for Cooperation with Regional Human rights Mechanisms  and external Focal Points for Cooperation also identified and recommended  the key topics of discussion.
4. Participants

The workshop will bring together approximately 100 participants from various RHRMs around the world and experts from the United Nations human rights system(e.g. Human Rights Treaty bodies members, Human Rights Council Special Procedures mandate holders); as well as CSOs, HRDs and NHRIs. United Nations Member States and Observers will also be invited to participate.
5. Format

The workshop will take place for a period of 2 days. A moderator will facilitate the discussions, supported by a rapporteur.  It will be interactive, with short, informal presentations,  structured in  panel discussions that would trigger discussions and debate. The discussions will look at relevant benchmarks, indicators and examples of best practice drawn from the various mechanisms. A moderator will oversee each session and facilitate the discussion while the rapporteur will take notes and make a presentation at the last session on the key issues and recommendations.Experts from human rights mechanisms will lead the wrap up sessions and make suggestions on specific issues to be discussed during the concluding  session that will highlight key recommendations.
The meeting will consist of an opening and closing sessions and the following panel discussions:

Panel 1: Taking stock of developments in cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms, in particular after the 2014 international workshop.

The objective of this session is to allow participants to share experiences and best practices in relation to interaction between United Nations and RHRMs, including their added value and challenges encountered in their implementation. Discussions will be informed by the recommendations made during the 2014 workshop and will also aim at identifying ways and means to learn from best practices. 
Key recommendations of the 2014 workshop were, as follows: exchange decisions, recommendations, best practices, reports, calendars of activities, programs of visits and other relevant information; continue to hold biannual workshops and annual meetings of focal points; advocate for the elimination of legislations discriminatory to women in order to secure women’s opportunity to fully and meaningfully participate in all aspects of economic and social life, and tackle structural barriers which restrict women’s lives and choices.
Panel 2: Procedural aspects of cooperation between United Nations, RHRMs, CSOs and HRDs 
The objective of this session is to allow participants to share methods of work and rules of procedure  developed by each mechanism to cooperate with CSOs and HRDs, where they exisit, and to encourage mechanisms to ensure the meaningful  and effective participation of civil society through these procedures
For example, the United Nations Human Rights Council and the human rights  treaty bodies have deveoped specific guidelines, rules of procedures,  general comments and information notes to interact   with civil society and NHRI. The African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights  grants affiliate status to NHRIs to participate in its sessions, whereas the Inter American Court for Human Rights involves cvil society in public hearings. 
A report by the UN Human Rights Council’s special rapporteur on human rights defenders  identified good practices and policies and made concrete recommendations to on how to ensure a safe and enabling environment for defenders' work
. The UN General Assembly adopted in March 2016 a resolution on HRDs
. Furthermore, in July 2015 the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies endorsed the Guidelines against Intimidation or Reprisals (the ‘San Jose Guidelines’) in response to a concern on the intimidation or reprisals against people who cooperated with treaty bodies.    

The African Commission has also adopted several resolutions on human rights defenders 
and the Inter American Commission adopted  its Second Report on human rights defenders in March , 2012
.
Participants could share best practice, lessons learned and challenges in relation to their procedures and civil society and HRD participation.
Panel 3 Cooperation in relation to womens rights  and  

Panel 4 Cooperation in relation to specific groups: minorites, indegenous, refugees, migrants, persons with albinism and disabilities, IDPs, children, LGBTIs. 
This session will focus on women HRDs that are particularly vulnerable, especially in states that do not have adequate legislation to protect women from violence and discrimination. How regional orgainsations  establish their rules of procedures  and woring methods to enable  women/HRD and groups to engage with them.

Panel 4  also focus on particular challenges faced by human rights defenders working on minority indigenous populations and other groups above. Speakers will identify best practices, challenges  and lessons learned from each mechanisms in relation to specific groups  and how cooperation between all mechanisms and organisations could be enhanced. The speakers will also be encouraged to identify opportunities for new forms of cooperation such as amicus briefs from organisations working on women and  minority issues when a court case or hearing relates to that specific issue.

Panle 5  Cooperation in relation to specific  challenges experienced by CSOs and HRDs at the national level: e.g reprisals, threats, executions, shrinking democratic space  and enactment of restrictive legislation (including on defamation, terrorism and demonstrations), limitations for journalists/media, etc.
The objective of this session is to give a voice to HRDs and CSOs to disuss their challenges and how the RHRMs and the UN system could cooperate to improve their situation at the regional and  national level. 
HRDs and CSOs face various challenges in their work at the national level. In several regions their voices are silenced through the enactment and use of overly restrictive legislation. Obstructive regulation of the democratic space online, including by blocking of websites and mass surveillance is also common. CSOs and HRDS continue to face reprisals in the promotion and protection of human rights including when they provide information to RHRM and UN human rights mechanisms. HRDs working on economic, social and cultural rights are often undermined, prosecuted and targeted as “against development and progress” in their countries, when they oppose governmental or industrial projects that threaten the  environment, minorities or vulnerable communities. This was the case for example of Berta Cáceres who was murdered in Honduras in March 2016. 

Panel 6 Cooperation in relation to freedom of assembly and association:
The objective of this session is to identify common trends and challenges, and propose solutions on how to tackle this common problem experienced in most regions.  Participants will discuss challenges related to peaceful protest and managing assemblies, including the use of force during assemblies. Some important recommendations were presented in a joint report to the Human Rights Council in March 2016 by the UN special rapporteur on freedom of assembly and association and UN special rapporteur on summary executions
. Participants could also make a comparative analysis of jurisprudence on freedom of expression by UN and RHRMs, share experiences, challenges and lessons learnt, and identify innovative forms of cooperation on this issue.
Panel 7: Cooperation at country level, including follow up to UN and RHRMs’ recommendations and decisions
The objective of this panel would be to enhance cooperation in relation to follow up of recommendations and decsions of UN and RHRMs mechanisms. Participants could share best practices, lessions learnt, challenges and possible new forms of cooperation.In several countries national steering committees are established to follopw up recommendations from UN and RHRMs, a discussion could ensure on the use and effectiveness of these steering committees and other methods that have been used to ensure follow up to recommendations.
Panel 8 A way forward:recommendations to strengthen cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms , CSO and HRDs
This session is aimed at defining a way forward on cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms , CSOs and HRDs. As the rapporteurs present key recommendations from each session, the moderator will encourage the participants to provide more input and ideas, using the output from the thematic discussions as a tool to develop specific and succinct proposals of cooperation. Participants will adopt recommendations on these issues at the end of the workshop which will be contained in the report to be submitted to the Human Rights Council.
6. Output, Outcomes
In accordance with resolution 30/3, the UN High Commissioner fo Human Rights will present a report to the 34th session of the HRC, containing a summary of the discussions of the workshop and its key recommendations.


Possible outcomes based on the above discussions could include the following  :

· RHRMS  commit to ensuring the rules for participation of civil society and HRDs with different mechanisms are compliant with international standards of public freedoms and non-discrimination (e.g. the right to participate, the criteria for participation; modalities of participation, including speaking rights; as well as status of participation vis-a-vis other participants.

· RHRMS and UN mechanisms  commit to improving  the  political environment for  civil society work (e.g. a higher visibility given to them in the work of the mechanisms, including  in regular meetings, statements, outcome documents, activities);
· Access to information (e.g. timely provision of information, in language that is "accessible",  including for persons with disabilities)
· Improved avenues for participation by civil society in policy development and decision-making processes of UN and RHRMs (e.g. meaningful ways for civil society to be included in deliberations and preparations of mechanisms' work); and 
· long-term support and resources for civil society (e.g. consideration of funding means for participation of civil society in meetings; organization of trainings on effective advocacy using mechanisms)
· A protocol to address attacks against exercise of public freedoms

7. Language

Simultaneous interpretation into the six United Nations official languages (English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Chinese and Russian) will be available during all sessions of the workshop. The agenda and concept note will be in English only.
_________________

Annex 1

Background

The United Nations recognizes the significant role played by regional and subregional human rights arrangements in the promotion and protection of human rights. The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in 1993, endorsed efforts to establish, strengthen and increase the effectiveness of these arrangements while at the same time stressed the importance of their cooperation with the United Nations human rights system. This has been reconfirmed in several resolutions requesting the Secretary-General to continue to strengthen the exchanges between the United Nations and regional intergovernmental organizations dealing with human rights
.

In 1993, the then Commission on Human Rights adopted the first of a number of resolutions on the subject, which inter alia requested the Secretary-General to continue to strengthen exchanges between the United Nations and regional intergovernmental organizations dealing with human rights and invited the treaty bodies to explore ways to increase the exchange of information and cooperation with regional human rights mechanisms (RHRMs)
. The United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) has reiterated the importance of this cooperation by requesting the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) to bring together regional and United Nations human rights mechanisms to exchange views on good practices and lessons learned with a view to enhancing cooperation between them
. 

Consequently, OHCHR has held four biennial workshops (in November 2008, May 2010, December 2012 and October 2014) with the participation of the United Nations experts from human rights treaty bodies and HRC special procedures; representatives of RHRMs, civil soiety organisations (CSOs) and national human rights institutions (NHRIs). The workshops have focussed on the following themes: 

1) Good practices, added value and challenges for RHRMs (2008). 

2) Strengthening cooperation between the United Nations and regional arrangements to overcome obstacles to human rights promotion and protection at the regional level (2010). 

3) Strengthening cooperation on information-sharing, joint activities and follow-up to recommendations from United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms with special focus on prevention of torture, women’s rights and children’s rights (2012).

4)  Mainstreaming of (a) economic, social and cultural rights; (b) the economic, social and cultural rights of persons with disabilities; and (c) the economic, social and cultural rights of women (2014).

OHCHR presented to the 28th  HRC session a report on the conclusions and recommendations of the 2014 workshop and subsequently, the HRC requested OHCHR to hold another workshop in 2016 to take stock of developments since the workshop held in 2014 and to hold a thematic discussion on interactions with civil society and human rights defenders, in order to share information on best practices, lessons learned and new possible forms of cooperation, with the participation of relevant experts from international, regional, subregional and interregional human rights mechanisms, as well as Member States, observers, NHRIs and NGOs
;

The workshops which were held so far recognized the need to strengthen cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms in various ways including establishment of focal points for cooperation, regular  information sharing, cross-referencing of jurisprudence and recommendations of human rights mechanisms, learning from best practices and enhanced interaction between United Nations and RHRMs with other relevant stakeholders including national actors such as NHRIs and NGOs.

One of the main acheivements so far is the establishment of a network of focal points for cooperation, within both RHRMs and in several divisions and units of OHCHR. This network, coordinated by OHCHR, is active through remote communication and brings together the focal points once a year, with the objective to discuss the follow up to recommendations from previous workshops, to exchange updates on recent developments; and to organise biannial workshops and other events. such as the workshop of regional and sub-regional courts, organized in October 2015 by OHCHR and the European Court for human Rights.

� � HYPERLINK "http://undocs.org/A/70/217" �A/70/217�.


�  A/RES/70/161


� The latest resolution ACHPR/Res. 345(LVIII) 2016,


� https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/defenders/docs/pdf/defenders2011.pdf


� A/HRC/31/66


� HRC resolution 32/127  and GA resolution63/170 


� CHR resolution 1993/51


HRC resolution 6/20 of 2007 ; HRC resolution 12/15 of 2009, HRC resolution 18/14 of 2011 and HRC resolution 24/19 of 2013


� HRC Res 30/3, �
�
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