Draft Programme of the workshop on Regional Arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights 
Room No. XIX, Palais des Nations –Geneva, 4 and 5 October 2016
Day 1       (4 October 2016)
	Enhancing cooperation between United Nations (UN) and regional human rights mechanisms (RHRMs), human rights defenders (HRDs) and civil society organisations (CSOs).
Overall Objective: To develop concrete proposals for  interaction between United nations , regional human rights mechanisms  civil society and human rights defenders  based on concrete and practical experiences of RHRMs as defined in HRC Resolution 30/3.

	09:00 – 10:00
	Registration

	10:00 – 10:30
	Opening session

Speaker 1.Mr.  Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein, High Commissioner for Human Rights,  OHCHR 
Speaker 2. H. E Choi Kyonglim, President, Human Rights Council 
Speaker 3. H.E. Ambassador Muylle,, Permanent Representative of Belgium to the United Nations Office at Geneva 

	10:30 – 11:45
	Panel 1 a): “Taking stock of developments in cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms”
Chair:Mr. Mahamane Cisse -Gouro ,Chief, Africa Branch  OHCHR

Rapporteur:  Chafi Bakari, Africa Branch 
Notes: Panel  duration – 1hr 15 mins.  Time allocation – approx 10  minutes per panellist.

	
	Objective: to share experiences and best practices in relation to cooperation initiatives/activities between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms, including their added value and challenges encountered in the implementation of these iniatives. Discussions will be informed by the  recommendations made during the 2014 workshop.

Discussions could focus on the following issues : What progress has been made in implementing the recommendations  of the 2014 workshop ? What were the challenges and implementation gaps ? What are the key lessons learnt?What joint activities/initiatives have RHRMs and the UN conducted recently?

	10:30-11:30
11.30-11: 45
	Africa

Panellist 1: Ms. Reine Alapini Gansou,Commissioner, African Commission of Human and Peoples’ Rights(ACHPR)

Panellist 2: Judge Sylvaine Oré ,President, African Court of Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACtHPR)

Panellist 3: Ms. Franca  Ofor,Principle Legal Research Officer,  ECOWAS Court

Panellist 4: Dr. Emmmanuel Ugirashebuja, President East African  Court of Justice (EACJ)
Americas

Panellist 5: Mr. James Cavallaro, President ,Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

Panellist 6 : Judge Roberto de Figueiredo Cladas, President, Inter American Court on Human Rights 
Discussion

	Panel 1 (b)“Taking stock of developments in cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms (continued)
Chair :  Chair:Federica Donati, Special Procedures Division, OHCHR(TBC)

OHCHR 
Rapporteur:  Mr. Chafi Bakari, Africa Branch ,OHCHR

Notes: Panel  duration – 1hr 15 mins.  Time allocation – approx 12  minutes per panellist.

	11:45 – 13:00
	

	11:45- 12:45
	Asia 

Panellist 1:, Dr. Seree Nonthasoot, Representative of Thailand to the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on  Human Rights (AICHR) 
Europe
Panelist 2:OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights

Panellist 3: Dr Jonas Grimheden, Senior Policy Manager, Freedoms and Justice Department, European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
UN
Panellist 4: Mr. Michel Addo, Expert, United Nations Working Group on Business and Human Rights-Update on Addis Ababab Road Map
Panellist 5: Mr. Mario Luis Coriolano, Expert, UN Human Rights Council Advisory Panel


	12:45 – 13:00
	Discussion

	13:00 – 15:00

	Lunch break

	15:00 – 16:45
	Panel 2:  Procedural aspects of cooperation between United Nations, RHRMs, CSOs and HRDs 

Chair Mr.Johan Friestedt , Violence against Women Division, Council of Europe

Rapporteur: Ms. Catherinne Ivonne Pedreros,Human Rights Council and Treaties Mechanisms

 Division,OHCHR 

Notes : Panel duration – 1 hr 45min-  Time allocation – Aprox.15  minutes per panellist

	
	Objective   to share methods of work and rules of procedure  developed by each mechanism to cooperate with CSOs and HRDs.  

Participants could address the following questions: What procedures and working methods does each mechanism have to enable civil society and human rights defenders interact with it? How can these groups contribute in a systematic way  to providing information on human rights? What are the strengths and challenges of this process?What can be done to enahnce their participation? Participants may also provide statistical information on civil society, HRDs and NHRIs interaction  in a given period if available,  and information on reports or research done in by the mechanisms  in relation to CSOs and HRDS.


	15:00-16:15
16:15 – 16:45
	Panellist 1: Ms. Liza Sekaggya, Focal Point for Cooperation with RHRMs, NRCS, OHCHR. Update on the Regional Cosultations and the process of developing  the themes and concept of the workshop
Panellist 2: Ms. Maria Vivar  Aguirre,HRO, National Institutions, Civil Society and Regional Mechanisms Section(NRCs) , OHCHR, 
Panellist 3: Mr. Andre Sanchez, UPR Section, OHCHR
Panellist 4:  Human Rights Council and Treaties Mechanisms

 Division,OHCHR 
Panellist 5:  Ms. Mina Rolovic-Jocic, Assistant Secretary General, NHRI Serbia 
Discussion

	16:45– 18:00
	Panel 3: Cooperation in relation to promoting women rights  
Chair:  Judge: Judge Sylvaine Oré ,President, ACtHPR

Rapporteur:Ms. Adwoa Kufuor, OHCHR, East Africa Regional Office
Notes: Panel duration – 1 hr 15 min  Time allocation …12  minutes per panellist. 


	
	Objective: to share methods of work, best practices and lessons learned and standards developed by United Nations and regional mechanisms in promoting and protecting  the rights of women and women human rights defenders .
In each panel discussion, the participants could explore the following issues: How effective are the current frameworks for protecting women in United Nations and regional human rights systems? What are the gaps and opportunities in the existing framework of cooperation ?How can United Nations and regional mechanisms make better use of other key stakeholders including HRDs and NGOs in promoting and protecting the rights of women?The speakers will also be encouraged to identify opportunities for new forms of cooperation.

	16:45-17:40
17:40- 18:00
	Panellist 1: Ms. Pramila Patten, Member, CEDAW 
Panellist 2 . Mr. Johan.Friestedt, Violence against Women Division, Council of Europe 
Panellist 3: Mr. Eric Mback, Member, Golden Grace Association, Cameroon

Panellist 4: Ms. Hannah Forster, Executive Director, The African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights
Discussion
Day 2             ( 5 October 2016)

	10:00- 11:30
	Panel 4: Cooperation in relation to specific groups in focus:  minorites, refugees, migrants, IDPs, children, persons with albinisms, persons disabilities, LGBTIs. 

Chair:Mr. Hassan Shire Sheikh Ahmed, Executive Director, Defendingt  Defenders Project

Rapporteur:Ms. Ms. Liza Sekaggya, NRCs, OHCHR
 Notes: Panel duration – 1 hr 30 min- Time allocation – approx 10  minutes per panellist

	
	Objective: to share methods of work, best practices and lessons learned and standards developed by United Nations and regional mechanisms in promoting and protecting  the rights of minorities, refugees, migrants, IDPs, children , LGBTI  ,persons with albinism and disabilities  and other groups  so as to identify best practices,common priorities, challenges, synergies and possible complementarities. 

Participants could explore the following issues: How effective are the current framework for protecting the above specific groups in United Nations and regional human rights systems? What are the gaps and opportunities in the existing framework of cooperation ?How can United Nations and regional mechanisms make better use of other key stakeholders including HRDs and NGOs in promoting and protecting the rights of specific groups?The speakers will also be encouraged to identify opportunities for new forms of cooperation.Note: Speakers  are not required to speak on each group  but only the groups where they have information to share. 

	10:00- 11:00
11:00 – 11:30
	Panellist 1: Ms.  Rita Izsak- Ndiaye, UN SR Minority issues
Panellist 2:  Ms. IK Ero, UN  Independent Expert on  Albinism
Panellist 3: Ms Aver Gavar , Member, African Committee on the Rights and Welfare to the Child 

Panellist 4: Dr. Seree Nonthasoot, , Representative of Thailand to the  ASEAN- AICHR

Panellist 5 : Mr. Stefano Fabeni, Global Initiatives for Human Rights, USA
Panellist 6: International Disability Alliance  
Discussion

	11:30 – 13:00
	Panel 5  Cooperation in relation to specific  challenges experienced by CSOs and HRDs at the national level e.g reprisals, threats, executions, shrinking democratic space  and enactment of restrictive legislations (including on defamation, terrorism and demonstrations), limitations for journalists/media, etc.

Chair : Judge Roberto Figueirdo Caldas, President, IACHR

Rapporteur Ms. Maria Vivar Aguirre, NRCS, OHCHR
Notes: Panel duration – 1hr 30  Time allocation – Approx 10 . minutes per panellist

	
	Objective:. to give a voice to HRDs and CSOs to disuss their challenges and how the RHRMs and the UN system could cooperate to improve their situation at the regional and  national level, looking at best practices, lessons learnt and possible forms of new cooperation
Participants could  address the following questions: what are specific human rights challeneges faced in their countries, as they conduct their work, as CSOs, HRDS? How can UN and RHRMs support them? How effective are the current national, regional and international mechaninsms to protect them?what additional measures could be adopted at the national, regional and international level to support them? 

	11:30-12:40
12.40-13:00

	Panellist 1: Mr. Fabian Salvioli ,member,  UN Human Rights Committee 
Panellist 2: Ms. Alapine Gansou,SR Human Rights Defenders, ACHPR
Panellist 3: Mr. James Cavallaro, President, Inter American Court on Human Rights
Panellist 4: Ms. Ruth Sekindi, Director Complaints and Investigations, Ugandan Human Rights Commission
Panellist 5: Mr. Koffi Kouame, Secretary General, Observatoire Ivoirien des Droits de l’Homme, Cote D’Ivoires
Panellist 6: Mr. Kumlachew  Dagne Chekol, Ethiopian Human Rights Council
Pannellist 7 : Mr. Banda, Chairperson, Cameroon Human Rights Commission
Discussion

	13:00- 15:00 Lunch

	15:00 – 16:00
	Panel  6 Cooperation in relation to freedom of assembly and association:
Chair :Judge Jerome Traore, Preseident ECOWAS Court
Rapporteur Ms. Federica Donati, HRO, Special Procedures Division, OHCHR. 

Notes: Panel duration – 1 hr . Number of panellists – .4  Time allocation – 12  minutes per panellist

	15:00- 15:40
	Objective: to discuss challenges related to peaceful protest and managing assemblies, including the use of force during assemblies; identify common trends and challenges, and propose solutions on how to tackle this common global problem.
Participants could address the following questions: How effective are the current frameworks for protecting HRDS and CSOs ?What are the gaps and opportunities in the existing framework of cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanims?How can United Nations and regional mechanisms better support HRDs and NGOs in  relation to protecting  and promoting freedom of assembly and association ? Participants could share experiences, challenges and lessons learnt, and identify innovative forms of cooperation on this issue.

	
	Panellist 1 Mr. Maina Kiai, UN SR on the Rights to freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association 
Panellist 2: Ms. Montserrat Solano Carboni, Ombusdman , Costa Rica 
Panellist 3 Vanja Skoric,Senior Legal Advisor, European Centre for Not-for –Profit Law 


	15:40 – 16:00
	Discussion

	16:00-17: 10
	Panel 7: Cooperation at country level, including follow up to UN and RHRMs’ recommendations and decisions 

Chair : Mr. : Hadi Al-Yami, President Arab Human Rights Committee.
 Rapporteurs:  Mr. Vrej Atabekian and Ms. Allison Thomas-Mcphee,  ECA,OHCHR ECA section, OHCHR.
Notes: Notes: Panel duration –1 hr 10  min. Time allocation – 10. minutes per panellist

	
	Objective: to  enhance cooperation in relation to follow up of recommendations and decisions of UN and RHRMs mechanisms

Participants could address the following questions: how do CSOs and HRDs participate in the follow up of recommendations and decisions of UN and RHRMs? What are the challenges, lessons learnt and best practices faced in the process of follow up by all mechanisms and organisations? What more could be done?

	16:00- 16:50
	Panellist 1 Ms. Marisol Blanchard, Inter American Commission on Human Rights 
Panellist 2 Mr. Fred Nikiema, Director, Centre for Democratic Governance, Burkina Faso
Panellist 3 Ms. Rachel Murray, Professor, Bristol University,UK
Panellist 4:Dr. Ali Saeed Alowair, Chairperson,  Qatar National Human Rights Commission

Panellist 5: Mr. Arnold Bwele,  Member, Culture Pour Tous

	16:50-17:10
	Discussion

	17:10- 18:00 
	Panel 8: A way forward:recommendations to strengthen cooperation between United Nations and regional human rights mechanisms , CSO and HRDs

Rapporteurs present key recommendations from each session, followed by discussions and adoption of the recommendations.



	
	Chair Vladlen Stefanov , Chief National Insitutions Regional Mechanisms and Civil Society Section (NRC), OHCHR
Rapporteur..NRCS 
Notes: Notes: Panel duration – 50 mins.. Time allocation – 7  minutes per panellist

	17:10- 17: 40
	Rapporteur – Panel 1 and 2  Mr. Chafi Bakari, Africa Division, OHCHR
Rapporteur – Panel 3 Ms. Adwoa Kufuor, OHCHR-East Africa Regional Office
Rapporteur – Panel 4  Ms. Liza Sekaggya NRCS, OHCHR
Rapporteur – Panel 5 Ms. Maria Vivar Aguirre, NRCS, OHCHR
Rapporteur – Panel 6 Ms. Federica Donati, SPD, OHCHR
Rapporteurs – Panel 7 Mr. Vrej Atabekian and Ms. Allison Thomas-Mcphee,  ECA,OHCHR



	17:40- 17: 55
	Discussion 

	17:55 – 18:00
	Closing session 
Speaker, Mr. Vladlen Stefanov, NRCS, OHCHR


18.30-20:30 (5 October)  Reception Belgium Permanent Mission: Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 26 - Geneva
Day 3 (6 October 2016)
Meeting of Focal points of RHRMs only-  OHCHR , 48   Ave. Guiss eppe Motta , Geneva 
6

