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Good morning. I would like to thank Dean Grossman for his kind words, and thank my co-panelists as well. It is an honor to be part of this important discussion. 
My fellow Commissioner and Rapporteur on Human rights Defenders, José de Jesús Orozco will address all issues related to human rights defenders in the next panel. So I would like to highlight how important cooperation with other human rights mechanisms has been for the Inter-American Commission, and how it has helped our effectiveness in protecting human rights and human rights defenders in the Americas.
The Inter-American Commission has worked closely with various United Nations bodies, as reflected in the signing of the Joint Declaration on Collaboration with the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights on November 19, 2014. Pursuant to that declaration, both bodies continued to cooperate closely in 2015. In that instrument, joint lines of work were reaffirmed and therefore during 2015 there were joint declarations and communiqués, periodic meetings, exchange of information in carrying out activities, and cooperation in drafting thematic reports, among other activities.
During 2015, we received the visits of seven rapporteurs, experts, and working groups of the United Nations. For example, Michel Forst, present here, visited the IACHR on October 20. During the visit, he met with staff of the Executive Secretariat, especially with the support staff of the IACHR’s Rapporteurship on Human Rights Defenders.  Collaboration among the UN and our mandate has been very strong, reinforced by annual meetings of all four mandates related to human rights defenders. The Rapporteurship on Freedom of Expression, led by our Special Rapporteur Edison Lanza, has also been in very close contact with the other 3 mandates on the matter. In fact, David Kaye, visited the IACHR on October 26 to meet with the plenary of the IACHR and had a very constructive dialogue on the region’s main issues. 
In addition to the visits to IACHR headquarters in Washington, D.C. by independent experts, special rapporteurs, and working groups, and by representatives of the Office of the High Commissioner, the close cooperation is expressed through the participation of the Commissioners and of the staff of the Executive Secretariat in various activities with the United Nations, such as formal and informal meetings, expert meetings, meetings for planning activities, and public hearings, among others.
On some occasions, when urgent and or important issues are at stake, joint communications are issued with the persons who head up the special procedures of the UN Human Rights Council and other UN and regional mechanisms. Seven joint statements were released during 2015. For example: On May 13, anticipating the International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia, a group of experts in human rights from the United Nations and other international experts made an appeal to put an end to discrimination and violence against lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, and intersex children and youths. The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, a group of United Nations experts, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur on human rights defenders of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, and the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe urged the governments to protect these youths and children from acts of violence and discrimination, and to translate their points of view into policies and laws that have an impact on their rights.
Another example of this was led by Ariel Dulitzky, present here today: on the International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances of the United Nations recognized the progress made in many countries of the region. Nonetheless, they called attention to the debt pending with the victims of forced disappearances of the past in relation to making a reality of the rights to truth, justice, and reparation. In addition, the IACHR and the Working Group expressed their profound concern over the continued forced disappearances in the region and the lack of due diligence on the part of the states to prevent, investigate, and punish such acts.
The IACHR has worked closely with the nine treaty bodies, and we are very pleased to have recently received a proposal of the chairpersons to strengthen cooperation with them. 
We are also always consulting general comments, resolutions and decisions from UN bodies and different mechanisms to inform our decisions. All of them are very relevant for our decisions.
I would especially like to highlight the close working relation that we have developed with the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights. Desk to desk coordination has become a crucial element when issuing press releases, writing country or thematic reports, and planning visits to countries. 
I could give many more examples on how our collaboration has strengthened the impact of our work, but I wanted to finish my presentation by highlighting the work of the human rights offices in the field and how important it has been to be in constant contact with them. Many times, we rely on their information and logistical support for our country visits and the information they provide. You are our eyes and ears. Mr. Amerigo Incalcaterra, also present today has been a very close partner in very crucial and sensitive matters, and we hope it will continue.
I would also like to highlight that since the agreement we signed with the office of the High Commissioner for Refugees in 2001, we have received their support in fellowships, country visits, thematic reports and thus strengthened the work of our Rapporteurship on migrants. 
We believe that our mandates are complimentary. Our working together gives a stronger voice to human rights. We will continue to explore ways in which we can further our collaboration and therefore multiply and reinforce our scarce resources. 
Thank you. 

