CV of Mr. George Tugushi

Last and first name:
Tugushi, George
Date and place of birth: 
26 March 1977, Tbilisi, Georgia
Working languages: 
Georgian (Native), English (Fluent), Russian (Fluent)

Current position/function: 

Public Defender (Ombudsman) of Georgia, elected by the Parliament of Georgia for 5-year-term

Office of the Public Defender (Ombudsman) of Georgia – since 17 September 2009

Main professional activities:

Member of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT), Council of Europe (Since 2005)

Re-elected for the second term on 25 March 2009

Member of the Criminal Justice Reform Inter-Agency Coordinating Council, Tbilisi, Georgia (Since 2008)

Member of the Interagency Coordination Council working on the issues of the prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, established by the President of Georgia (Since 2007)

Trainer on the Law of international organizations and Human Rights Law, Training Centre of the Ministry of Justice of Georgia, Tbilisi (Since 2006)

Project coordinator, Deputy Team Leader/Key Expert (2008–2009)
Human Dynamics KG, Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law and Greek Ombudsman’s joint project: Support to the Public Defender’s Office, funded by the European Commission

Human Rights Officer, OSCE Mission to Georgia (2004–2008)

Head of the International Relations Division, Office of the Public Defender of Georgia, Tbilisi, Georgia (2004)

National Project Legal Professional, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Tbilisi, Georgia (2003)
Member of the Self-Governance Commission, OSGF – Open Society Foundation, Tbilisi, Georgia (2003 March)

Assistant Professor, Georgian Institute of Public Affairs (GIPA) Tbilisi, Georgia (2002)

Senior Legal Expert, Urban Institute/USAID, Tbilisi, Georgia (2000–2002)

Leading Specialist on Legal Issues, Parliament of Georgia (2000–2001)

National Expert, Project on the development of Trans-border Cooperation Policies in Georgia, TACIS, Tbilisi, Georgia (2000–2001)

Educational background:

Doctoral Candidate with a doctoral thesis on the “Status of the crime of torture in international law”, Tbilisi State University, Faculty of Law (2010–present)

LL.M. – International Human Rights Law, University of Lund, Faculty of Law, Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Sweden (2003–2004)

MPA – Master in Public Administration, Georgian Institute of Public Affairs (GIPA), Tbilisi, Georgia (2000–2001)

Diploma in International Law, Faculty of International Law and Relations Tbilisi State University, Tbilisi, Georgia (1994–1999)

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the Committee against Torture:

Lecturer on the law of international organizations, Caucasus University, Caucasus School of Law (CSL), Tbilisi, Georgia (Since 2008)

Chairman of the Directors’ Board of the Association of Local Self-Government Independent Experts of Georgia (Since 2002)

Trainer in monitoring of the psychiatric hospitals and social care homes, Council of Europe, Program funded by the Danish Government, Promoting culture of human Rights (2009)
Trainer for the representatives of the Georgian media on human rights issues and the media, Office of the UN High Commissionaire on human rights (Tbilisi, 2008)

Trainer for the staff of the Public Defenders’ (Ombudsman) Office on international monitoring practices of the places for the deprivation of liberty, UNDP (Tbilisi, 2008)

Vice-President of the International Students Committee of the Faculty of Law of the University of Lund (2003)

List of most recent publications in the field:

Principle of Non-Refoulement – Rule of Customary International Law, Lund University Press 2004

Principle of Non-Refoulement in International human Rights Law, Tbilisi State University Journal of International Law 2008

Le CPT: Coopération et Confidentialité, Courrier de l’ACAT 296–297 Juin–Juillet 2009

Freedom of expression and issues related to the criminalization of Blasphemy, International Human Rights Standards and Georgia 2011

