CV of Satyabhooshun Gupt DOMAH

Last and first names: 
Domah, Satyabhooshun Gupt

Date and place of birth:
30 September 1946

Working languages:
English, French, Hindi and Creole

Current position/function: 

Judge of Appeal of the Republic of Seychelles

Judge of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Mauritius

Lecturer at Associate Professor Level in Constitutional and Administrative Law at the University of Mauritius

Lecturer at Associate Professor Level in Constitutional and Administrative Law at the University of Technology, Mauritius

Main professional activities:
A major portion of my work on the Bench comprises application of the fundamental freedoms and liberties of the individual in a democratic system of Government. For the purpose, I use legal and judicial materials from national, regional, European and United Nations sources. The hierarchical level of my functions is the highest national legal system of the two jurisdictions, except that for Mauritius it is just one level short of the Privy Council. My daily work consists of, inter alia, determining the legitimacy and legality of State action, whether through police, prisons or otherwise, judged from international human right norms. Likewise, a major portion of the Law Module which I teach at the two Universities concerns the day-to-day application of, and adherence to, the civil and political rights as well as the economic and social rights of the individual in a constitutional democracy with an entrenched Bill of Rights under the Rule of Law. One whole chapter is dedicated to the judicious use as opposed to the arbitrary/despotic use of power of State and State agencies. The supporting materials come from jurisprudence from national courts as seen by Human Rights Committee decisions as propagated by, inter alia, relevant UN agencies.

Educational background:

Doctorate in Comparative Law, University of Aix-Marseilles

D.E.S. in Comparative Law, University of Aix-Marseilles

Masters in International Law, University of London

Bachelor in Laws, University of London

Bar at Law, Member of Middle Temple

Fellow of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of London

Other main activities in the field of human rights relevant to the mandate of the Committee against Torture: 

I was Parliamentary Counsel in the State Law Office when I actively involved my then Office to formulate and draft the article of our Criminal Code which would specifically criminalize torture in Mauritius. That was prompted by a comment in the report of the UN Committee against Torture. The text was duly passed by our Parliament soon after I was elevated to the Bench. 

I lectured on the Human Rights in the BSC Degree Course in Police Studies at the University of Mauritius. This module includes criminal prosecutions against torture and the materials include the UN materials on the subject, including the United Nations Convention against Torture 1984 and the related Optional Protocols. 

I am often called upon to give Key-Note Addresses to Conferences and Workshops, at national and international forums, on issues touching Human Rights in society and in the law such as Law of Organized Crime, Mutual Legal Assistance, Terrorism etc. Many of my materials are on Power-Points and are distributed to participants on CD’s and hard copies. 

Some of the judgments I have given on human rights in Mauritius have made landmarks in our jurisprudence.

List of most recent publications in this field: 

I have a number of publications since early age which include human rights issues then broadcast in the World Service of the BBC. However, the ones relevant to the field of our present concern and which are recent are: 

Constitutionae Africae, University of Antwerp Publications, Germany, 1994

The Mauritian Constitution and Civil and Political Rights, Encyclopaedia of World Constitutions, USA, 2006

University Study Materials on Constitutional and Administrative Law (Civil and Political Rights and Social and Economic Rights) (on-going)

Monograph on Law of Terrorism, International Security Studies (ISS), 2003

Monograph on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal and Related Matters, International Security Studies, Cape Town, 2004

Monograph on the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime in the SADC region, (ISS) 2006

Monograph on Prevention of Corruption in the SADC region, (ISS) 2007
