
Name and first name:
ILVIJA PŪCE
Date and place of birth:
Born on October 28, 1971, in Riga, Latvia
Working languages:
Latvian (native), English (excellent), Russian (very good), French (reading)
- Lawyer with fifteen years of experience in the areas of international human rights with a specific focus on prevention of torture and ill-treatment
- Strong analytical skills and solid work experience in national and international level, in depth knowledge of international human rights law (particular focus on civil and political rights) and of the international and regional human rights systems (in particular UN system and European system)
- Participation in many missions and drafting reports related to fighting torture and ill-treatment in places of detention to many European countries, including Greece, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine, Malta, etc., as well as to Morocco, Jordan and Tanzania
Current position/function:
Legal Adviser at DIGNITY – Danish Institute against Torture (since 2014). 
Providing legal advice and training on international human rights law and practices relevant to the prohibition, reparation and prevention of torture, organised violence and related fields; conducting legal research, national and international human rights advocacy vis-à-vis governments, parliaments and inter-governmental organisations in co-operation with national and international partner organisations (in particular, in MENA region and East-Africa) in order to contribute to the global effort to abolish torture.
Main professional activities: 
Thirteen years experience (2001-2014) as Senior Lawyer at Latvian Centre for Human Rights - largest human rights NGO in Latvia, with focus on anti-torture issues and non-discrimination. Legal analysis, research and writing, seminar and training organisation, advocacy, litigation, on-site monitoring of closed institutions. Lobbying the ratification of the OPCAT in Latvia. 
Member of the Standing Committee of the Sentence Enforcement Code (Ministry of Justice of Latvia) since 2012.
Member of the E.U. Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights from 2005 to 2007, and after the re-organising the network - Senior expert from Latvia in E.U. Fundamental Rights Agency Legal Experts Network (FRALEX) from 2007 to 2009. Writing numerous reports and thematic studies on wide range of fundamental rights issues.
Educational background:
LL.M. in International and European Law, thesis "Ratification of the OPCAT and the creation of a National Preventive Mechanism (NPM) against torture in Latvia”. Bachelors degree in Jurisprudence, thesis “Occupation restrictions for persons with annulled or cancelled criminal record”. Have attended numerous international trainings, including courses at Institute for Human Rights Abo Akademi University, Turku, Finland, and European Law Academy, Trier, Germany.
Other main activities in the field of human rights relevant to the mandate of the Committee against Torture:
Member of the Council of Europe Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) in respect of Latvia for eight years (since 2007): visiting and reporting on closed institutions in CoE Member States; Head of the the Working group on revising the standards of the CPT on juveniles in closed institutions (published in the 24th General Report on the CPT's Activities (2013-2014)).
Have delivered presentations in numerous events related to prevention of torture, as at the World Congress on Juvenile Justice – 2015, Geneva, as well at the first Jean-Jacques Gautier NPM Symposium "Addressing Children’s Vulnerabilities in Detention”, organised by the APT. Organised and moderated International Conference "Global, Regional and National Mechanisms for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment: Learning from One Other. Celebrating 25 years of the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture” in Latvia in 2014. Conducted presentations on the CPT, its standards and the OPCAT for the staff of numerous prisons in Latvia, Latvian Prison Administration, Ombudsman Office, sworn advocates, judges, NGOs, students of Law faculties, members of Parliament.
List of most recent publications in this field:

- “Monitoring mechanisms of selected EU Member States concerning forced expulsion of illegally staying third country nationals” (for Latvian Ombudsman’s Office) on 2012

- FRALEX  National Situation Flash Report on 2008

- FRALEX National Thematic study on Child Trafficking on 2008

- Situation in Latvian prisons and in Illegal Migrant detention Facility “Olaine” and Asylum Seekers and Refugee Reception Centre “Mucenieki”; in Monitoring report on Closed Institutions in Latvia. Latvian Centre for Human Rights, ISBN 978-99849920-06

- Report on the Situation of Fundamental Rights in Latvia in 2005, EU Network of Independent Experts on Fundamental Rights


