Committee on the Enforced Disappearances 
3rd session, 7 November 2012


Decision of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances on the Guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies (Addis Ababa guidelines)

The Committee on Enforced Disappearances,

Considering the relevant provisions of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, in particular article 26, as well as the rules of procedure (CED/C/1) adopted during its second session, in March 2012,  

Recalling to States Parties their own responsibilities in the selection of candidates and election of experts,

Aware of the importance of the strengthening of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies system in ensuring the independence and impartiality of the treaty body members, in their activities and practices,
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1. Welcomes the ‘guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members on the human rights treaty bodies’ endorsed by the 24th  meeting of the chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies held in Addis Ababa, from 25 to 29 June 2012, 

2. Emphasizes that its recent rules of procedure (CED/C/1) already comply with the highest standards of independence and impartiality, notably rules 10, 11, 47 and 69, and

3. Decides to incorporate the Addis Ababa Guidelines as an annex to its rules of procedure.
 


