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I. ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

A. States parties to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance

1. 
As at 9 November 2012, the closing date of the third session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED), there were 36 States parties to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED) and 91 signatory States. The Convention was adopted on 20 December 2006 during the sixty-first session of the General Assembly by resolution A/RES/61/177.  The Convention was opened for signature on 6 February 2007. In accordance with its article 39(1), the Convention entered into force on 23 December 2010.  

2. 
A list of States parties to the Convention, as at 9 November 2012, as well as the deadline by which they have to submit their reports to the Committee, is included in annex I of this report.

B. Opening of the third session

3. 
The third session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances was opened by the Director of the Human Rights Council and Special Procedures Division, Bacre Waly Ndiaye, who, on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, congratulated the Committee for the successful results of its utmost important work in the past year. In his statement, Mr. Ndiaye highlighted some concrete examples of efforts of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to support the promotion of universal ratification of the Convention, as well as its implementation. Mr. Ndiaye also welcomed the days of thematic discussions to be held by the Committee during its third session, emphasizing that the choice of topics demonstrated the Committee’s victim-oriented approach. Finally, Mr. Ndiaye thanked the Committee for the endorsement of the Dublin II Outcome and encouraged further discussions on the process of treaty bodies strengthening.

4. 
In his opening statement, the Chairperson, Emmanuel Decaux, said that CED’s first two sessions had been of a more technical nature, during which the Committee had enacted the practical tools required for the development of its work. He then stressed that this third session marked a turning point in the work of the Committee, during which those tools would be applied, particularly in light of the coming review of the first States parties’ reports, expected by December 2012. He seized the occasion to appeal to States parties, especially those who were the pioneers to engage, to respect the reporting deadlines fixed by the Convention. The Chairperson emphasized that the engagement of the Committee with different stakeholders, initiated at its first session, would now be strengthened, for instance, thanks to meeting with other treaty bodies and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID), as well as with National Human Rights Institutions and civil society. Moreover, he highlighted the second yearly meeting with the WGEID, during which the members of both bodies would address together important issues of complementarity and harmonization of their respective work.  The Chairperson mentioned that the Committee would hold thematic discussions on ‘State Responsibility and Non-State Actors’, on ‘Trafficking and Enforced Disappearance’, and on ‘The principle of non-refoulement, extradition and expulsion according to article 16 of the ICPPED’.  Lastly, Mr. Decaux expressed the support of the Committee to the treaty bodies strengthening process as well as its support to the Addis-Abbaba guidelines on the independence of members of treaty bodies. 

C. Observance of a minute of silence in remembrance of

the victims of enforced disappearance

7.
At the end of his statement, the Chairperson invited all those present to observe a minute of silence in remembrance of the victims of enforced disappearance.

D. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

8.
The Committee adopted the agenda for the third session (CED/C/3/1) with the following oral amendment: “Item 8 of the provisional agenda of work relating to the ‘Day of General Discussion under the Convention on the Responsibility of the State and the role of Non-State Actors’ has been postponed to one of next year sessions. The discussion will however take place under item 7 as a thematic discussion in closed session on Thursday 8 November 2012.”

9. 
The adopted agenda for the third session included, among other items, discussions on methods of work related to articles 30 and 31 of the Convention, the methodology to analyze States reports, the ratification strategy and the coordination with the WGEID. The agenda also envisaged meetings with member states, representatives of other human rights mechanisms, IGOs, NHRI and NGOs, as well as three thematic discussions on the responsibility of States and the role of non-state actors in enforced disappearances; on trafficking and enforced disappearances; and on the principle of non-refoulement, expulsion and extradition formulated under article 16 of the Convention.

E. Membership of the Committee

10.
The Committee on Enforced Disappearances was established in accordance with article 26, paragraph 1, of the Convention. The first 10 members of the Committee were elected by the Conference of States parties on 31 May 2011 and their mandates took effect on 1 July 2011.  

11. 
A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is contained in annex II of the present report. All members attended the session.

II. ACTION TAKEN DURING THE THIRD SESSION

A. Working methods

12.
During its third session, the Committee discussed the following issues related to its working methods:

a. Methods of work related to articles 30 (urgent actions), 31 (individual communications) and 33 (visits) of the Convention;

b. Ratification strategy, and other matters;

c. Methods of work related to the engagement with civil society;

d. Methodology and process to consider reports.
B. Cooperation with relevant bodies

13. 
On 31 October 2012, the Committee met in closed meeting with Sir Nigel Rodley, member of the Human Rights Committee (HRC), who shared their jurisprudence and experience with regard to enforced disappearances. The meeting took place in accordance with article 28 of the Convention, which requests the Committee to cooperate with other treaty bodies, in particular with the Human Rights Committee.

14. 
On 1 November 2012, the Committee held in closed session its second annual meeting with the WGEID. During the meeting, the Working Group and CED exchanged information on their respective activities. Moreover, the Committee consulted with the Working Group on the future adoption of General Comments and country visits. A provisional agenda for the third annual meeting, to be held in 2013, was also adopted.   
15. 
In the framework of the Committee’s cooperation with the WGEID, on 30 October 2012, the Committee attended an event marking the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which was organized by the WGEID to explore the gender dimension in enforced disappearance. In his statement, the Chairperson of the Committee, Mr Emmanuel Decaux, mentioned that the situation of women and children received particular attention from the Committee since the very start of its work. In the panel on the impact of enforced disappearances on the human rights of women, the Committee member Ms. Suela Janina said that the Committee had recognized the special impact of the phenomenon of enforced disappearances on women, making them particularly vulnerable to sexual and other forms of violence. She recalled that during its second session, the Committee held a thematic discussion to deepen understanding of the provisions of the Convention on the situation of women and children. She highlighted that Article 1 of the Convention protected without distinction all persons from enforced disappearances: men and women, boys and girls, while enforced disappearances of pregnant women were seen by the Convention as especially disturbing events. In addition, she mentioned that the Committee requested States to provide, in their reports, information about enforced disappearances of women, together with gender disaggregated data on enforced disappearances.

C. Communications, information and requests received by the Committee

16. 
During its third session, the Committee considered the two urgent actions received inter-sessionally, concerning five disappeared persons in a State party. The Rapporteur presented the cases and, after discussion, the Committee took decisions in this regard, which will be included in the Annual Report to be presented to the UN General Assembly in 2013.

D. Decisions

17.
The Committee decided on:

a. The inclusion, as an annex to its rules of procedures, of the guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies, endorsed by the chairpersons of the UN treaty bodies;

b. To amend the form to submit urgent actions, according to article 30, to stress that an urgent action that has been already been submitted to the WGEID cannot normally be admitted by the CED and not to set a time limit within which urgent actions should be submitted;

c. The adoption of a statement on treaty bodies strengthening;

d. The adoption of a methodology relating to reporting procedures and relationship with NGOs;

e. The joint statement with the WGEID;

f. The provisional agenda for the fourth session;

g. The dates of the fourth session of the Committee which will be held from 8 to 19 April 2013 and of the fifth session which will be held from 4 to 15 November 2013. 
h. The adoption of its third session informal report;
E. Future sessions

18.
In accordance with the calendar of conferences adopted by the General Assembly, the Committee confirmed the dates of its fourth session, to be held from 8 to 19 April 2013 in Geneva and of its fifth session, to be held from 4 to 15 November 2013.

III. THEMATIC DISCUSSIONS

A. Second thematic discussion on the responsibility of States 

and the role of non-State actors

21.
On 8 November 2012, the Committee held its second thematic discussion on the topic of the responsibility of States and the role of non-State actors, in a closed session, with the participation of Professor Andrew Clapham (Professor at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva, and Director of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights). The meeting counted with presentations on the topic made by Mr. Rainer Huhle and Mr. Kimio Yakushiji, in addition to the brief given by Professor Clapham, which were followed by an engaged dialogue.
B. Thematic discussion on trafficking and enforced disappearance

20.
On 7 November 2012, the Committee held a thematic discussion on trafficking and enforced disappearances, in closed session, with the participation of experts from UNODC, IOM, UNICEF and OHCHR, as well as the attendance of representatives of ICRC and UNHCR. The meeting counted with a presentation on the topic made by Mr. Luciano Hazan, followed by an engaged dialogue between the participants and the Committee’s members. During the discussion, the key differences and linkages between the phenomena of trafficking and enforced disappearances were emphasized.

C. Thematic discussion on the principle of non-refoulement, expulsion, extradition under article 16 of the Convention

19. 
On 2 November 2012, the Committee held a thematic discussion on the principle of non-refoulement, expulsion, extradition under article 16 of the Convention, in closed session. Ms. Suela Janina presented a paper on this issue, which was discussed among the members, highlighting the legal consequences of reservations and declarations to this article; on how to address cases submitted to the Committee under such article, in particular in procedural terms; and the application of this provision to non-State actors. The Committee asked Ms. Suela Janina to continue working on this issue on the basis of suggestions addressed to her by the other members.

IV. RELATIONS WITH STAKEHOLDERS

A. Meeting with States

22. 
On 5 November 2012, the Committee held a public meeting with member States of the United Nations, which was attended by 10 States parties, eight signatory States, and two States which have neither signed nor ratified the Convention. The Chairperson updated the States on the work of the Committee and its cooperation with the WGEID. The Chair presented the Guidelines on State reporting under article 29 of the Convention (CED/C/2) and encouraged the timely submission of reports by States parties. The presentation was followed by a constructive dialogue with the participants. Several States stressed the importance of the meeting in raising the awareness of the importance of the Convention and encouraging States to ratify the Convention. The list of the participants is included in annex IV.

B. Meeting with UN bodies, specialized agencies, intergovernmental organizations and national human rights institutions

23. 
On 30 October 2012, the Committee met in a closed session with a delegation of the International Committee of the Red Cross. The meeting began with a presentation by Dr. Morris Tidball-Binz, Forensic Coordinator of the Assistance Division of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), on trends in forensic investigations concerning the missing, focusing on the work carried out by ICRC. After his presentation, the members of the Committee and Mr. Tidball-Binz exchanged views on several aspects of forensic genetics as a tool for determining the identity of disappeared persons. Afterwards, they discussed shortly with Ms. Anne-Marie La Rosa, ICRC legal adviser, on legal issues related to missing persons and enforced disappearances. 
24. 
On 5 November 2012, the Committee held a public meeting with representatives of UN bodies and specialized agencies, Intergovernmental Organizations and National Human Rights Institutions. The meeting counted with the participation of representatives from the Council of Europe, OHCHR’s National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms Section, and UNESCO. Statements on behalf of the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human rights and the International Committee of the Red Cross were also read out. The Committee took this occasion to emphasize the important role which could be played by the National Human Rights Institutions in urgent actions, communications, follow-up procedures, and cooperation during the Committee’s country visits. The list of the participants is included in annex IV

C. Meeting with non-governmental organizations and associations of victims

25. 
On 5 November 2012, the Committee held a public meeting with Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including representatives of Alkarama Foundation, UN Watch, the Association for the Prevention of Torture, Sindh monitor, le Bureau International Catholique de l’Enfant, and Geneva for Human Rights. In this occasion, the Committee welcomed the support of NGOs and underlined the importance of close cooperation in raising awareness about the Convention, and in assisting victims of enforced disappearances. During the dialogue, the representatives of NGOs raised questions about the upcoming examination of first States parties’ reports, about the efforts to raise awareness in relation to the Convention, as well as about the participation of victims during the Committee’s sessions. The list of the participants is included in the annex IV.

26.
On 6 November 2012, the Committee held another public meeting with civil society to discuss methodology of engagement. The meeting counted with the participation of representatives of Alkarama Foundation, Civicus, FIDH, Geneva for Human Rights, Group for the CRC, International Service for Human Rights, Jardin des Disparus, TRIAL and UN Watch. In their statements, NGOs expressed the importance of various methods of engagement, such as video conference and webcasting. Moreover, they have emphasized the importance of offering protection against reprisals that human rights defenders might face as a result of their participation in the Committee’s activities. The list of the participants is included in the annex IV.

ANNEXES

Annex I

States parties to the Convention at the time of the third session 

and deadline for reporting

	
	State Party
	Ratification
	Entry into force
	Deadline for reporting under Art. 39(1)

	1
	Albania*
	8 Nov. 2007
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	2
	Argentina*
	14 Dec.2007
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	3
	Mexico
	18 Mar. 2008
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	4
	Honduras
	1 Apr. 2008
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	5
	France*
	23 Sept. 2008
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	6
	Senegal
	11 Dec. 2008
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	7
	Bolivia
	17 Dec. 2008
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	8
	Cuba
	2 Feb. 2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	9
	Kazakhstan
	27 Feb.2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	10
	Uruguay*
	4 Mar. 2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	11
	Mali*
	1 Jul. 2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	12
	Japan*
	23 Jul. 2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	13
	Nigeria
	27 Jul. 2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	14
	Spain*
	24 Sep. 2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	15
	Germany*
	24 Sep. 2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	16
	Ecuador*
	20 Oct. 2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	17
	Burkina Faso
	3 Dec.2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	18
	Chile*
	8 Dec.2009
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	19
	Paraguay
	3 Aug. 2010
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	20
	Iraq
	23 Nov. 2010
	23 Dec. 2010
	23 Dec. 2012

	21
	Brazil
	29 Nov. 2010
	29 Dec.2010
	29 Dec.2012

	22
	Gabon
	19 Jan. 2011
	19 Feb. 2011
	19 Feb. 2013

	23
	Armenia
	24 Jan. 2011
	24 Feb. 2011
	24 Feb. 2013

	24
	Netherlands*
	23 Mar. 2011
	23 Apr. 2011
	23 Apr. 2013

	25
	Zambia
	4 Apr. 2011
	4 May 2011
	4 May 2013

	26
	Serbia*
	18 May 2011
	18 Jun. 2011
	18 Jun. 2013

	27
	Belgium*
	2 Jun. 2011
	2 Jul. 2011
	2 Jul. 2013

	28
	Panama
	24 Jun. 2011
	24 Jul. 2011
	24 Jul. 2013

	29
	Tunisia
	29 Jun. 2011
	29 Jul. 2011
	29 Jul. 2013

	30
	Montenegro*
	20 Sept. 2011
	20 Oct. 2011
	20 Oct. 2013

	31
	Costa Rica
	16 Feb. 2012
	16 Mar. 2012
	16 Mar. 2014

	32
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	30 Mar. 2012
	30 Apr. 2012
	30 Apr. 2014

	33
	Austria*
	7 Jun. 2012
	7 Jul. 2012
	7 Jul. 2014

	34
	Colombia
	11 Jul. 2012
	11 Aug. 2012
	11 Aug. 2014

	35
	Peru
	26 Sept.2012
	26 Oct. 2012
	26 Oct. 2014

	36
	Mauritania
	3 Oct.2012
	4 Nov. 2012
	4 Nov. 2014


States marked with an asterisk (*) have made declarations recognizing the competence of the Committee under articles 31 and/or 32 of the Convention. The full text of declarations and reservations made by States Parties can be found at the following link:

http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&lang=en 

Annex II

Membership of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances

	Name
	Nationality
	Term expires

	Mr. Mohammed AL-OBAIDI
	Iraq
	30 June 2013

	Mr. Mamadou Badio CAMARA
	Senegal
	30 June 2015

	Mr. Emmanuel DECAUX
	France
	30 June 2015

	Mr. Alvaro GARCÉ GARCÍA Y SANTOS
	Uruguay
	30 June 2015

	Mr. Luciano HAZAN
	Argentina
	30 June 2013

	Mr. Rainer HUHLE
	Germany
	30 June 2015

	Ms. Suela JANINA
	Albania
	30 June 2015

	Mr. Juan José LÓPEZ ORTEGA
	Spain
	30 June 2013

	Mr. Enoch MULEMBE
	Zambia
	30 June 2013

	Mr. Kimio YAKUSHIJI
	Japan
	30 June 2013


Annex III

Adopted agenda of the third session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances

1. Opening of the session, in accordance with article 26, paragraph 7, of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
2. Minute of silence in remembrance of victims of enforced disappearances.
3. Adoption of the agenda.
4. Communications, information and requests received by the Committee.
5. Matters related to the methods of work of the Committee:
a. Methods of work related to articles 30, 31 and 33 of the Convention;
b. Ratification strategy, development of model laws and other matters.
6. Consideration of reports of State Parties to the Convention.
7. Thematic discussions on: 

a. Human trafficking and enforced disappearances;
b. Principle of non-refoulement, expulsion, extradition under article 16 of the Convention; 

c. The responsibility of States and the role of non-State actors.

8. Meeting with United Nations Member States.
9. Yearly meeting with the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances.
10. Meeting with UN bodies, specialized agencies, Intergovernmental organizations and National Human Rights Institutions 

11. Meeting with non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders.
12. Programme of work of the fourth session.
13. Treaty-body strengthening update.
14. Discussion on the presentation of the Annual Report of the Committee to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session.

Annex IV

List of participants
Meeting with States 

Algeria

Argentina

Cyprus

Croatia

France

Germany

Greece

Honduras

Hungary

Japan

Jordan

Mauritania

Monaco

Morocco

Spain

Thailand

Togo

Tunisia

Uruguay

Venezuela
Meeting with other UN bodies, specialized agencies, Intergovernmental organizations and National Human Rights Institutions
UNESCO

Council of Europe

Statement by ICRC

Statement by International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions
Meeting with NGOs – 5 November 2012

Alkarama 

Association pour la Prevention de la Torture 

BICE – Bureau International Catholique de l’Enfant
Geneva for Human Rights 

Sindh Monitor 

UN Watch

Meeting with NGOs on interaction with the Committee – 6 November 2012

Alkarama Foundation  

Civicus  
FIDH
Geneva for Human Rights  

Group for the CRC  

International Service for Human Rights  

Jardins des disparus, Meyrin, Genève  

TRIAL  

UN Watch  

Annex V

Items to be included in the provisional agenda the 
fourth session of the Committee

1. Opening of the fourth session.
2. Minute of silence in remembrance of victims of enforced disappearances.
3. Adoption of the agenda.
4. Communications, requests, including requests for urgent actions, and other information received by the Committee.
5. Matters related to the methods of work of the Committee:
a. Methods of work related to articles 32, 33 and 34 of the Convention;
b. Interaction with relevant stakeholders;
c. Ratification strategy and other matters.
6. Consideration of reports of States Parties to the Convention.
7. Thematic discussions on:
a. Responsibility of States and the role of non-State actors (cont d’);
b. The principle of non-refoulement, expulsion, extradition under article 16 of the Convention (cont d’).
8. Meeting with United Nations Member States
9. Meeting with United Nations agencies and mechanisms, and intergovernmental organizations.
10.  Meeting with National Human Rights Institutions.
11. Meeting with non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders, including associations of families of victims. 
12.  Report of the Committee to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth session. 
13. Provisional agenda for the fifth session. 
14. Treaty-body strengthening update.
________________
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