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Distinguished Members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,

The International Labour Office welcomes the decision of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to hold today’s Day of General Discussion on the theme of the rights of all children in the context of international migration. 

Around the world, millions of children are migrating, both within and between countries; a significant number with their families, others alone. They are part of large-scale population movements currently taking place in many parts of the world and these broader population movements include an estimated 214 million international migrants[footnoteRef:1], and 740 million internal migrants[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  Zukang, International Migration Trends, Paper for UNCTAD Ad hoc expert meeting, ‘Contribution of Migrants to Development: Trade, Investment and Development Linkages, 2009, Geneva, available at http://archive.unctad.org/sections/wcmu/docs/emditctncd_11_en.pdf.]  [2:  Human Development Report. Overcoming barriers: Human mobility and development, UNDP, 2009, New York.] 


In the coming years an unprecedented number of young people are expected to migrate and shift population dynamics further, driven by demographic factors, perceived economic disparity, youth unemployment, violent conflict and state failure, natural disasters, and environmental issues.

Given its young and rapidly growing population, Africa will be affected particularly: Statistics by the UN suggest that in the period 2010-2020, the children in the age bracket of 10 to 14 years of age alone will grow by 27 million children[footnoteRef:3]. Given current patterns, many of these children will grow up in rural areas and as teenagers would want to migrate in search of opportunities elsewhere. [3:  See: UN DESA statistics at http://esa.un.org/unpp/p2k0data.asp.] 


Children in the South migrate under circumstances of extreme vulnerability—often unaccompanied and irregularly—and are thus unable to reap the benefits of labour migration. Those who manage to reach the desired countries of destination usually disappear into the informal economy. In particular, migrant children without a legal status face a lack of protection and are under multiple vulnerabilities as children, informal workers, foreigners and undocumented migrants, and are thus susceptible to engaging in unregulated, dangerous and exploitative work—i.e. child labour. 

The link between worst forms of child labour and migration has been recognized in the Roadmap for achieving the elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour by 2016 (adopted in 2010 by the ILO Governing Body). In article 5 it states that ‘Governments should consider ways of addressing the potential vulnerability of children to, in particular the worst forms of child labour, in the context of migratory flows’[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  See http://www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/viewProduct.do?productId=13453.] 


While the dangers faced by migrant children are not difficult to envision, little quantitative and qualitative analysis has been done on the unique circumstances of migrant child labourers. To fill this gap, ILO’s International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) conducted a comprehensive desk review of child labour literature with a view to shedding light on the situation of migrant children in child labour (forthcoming in a report). In addition, and in cooperation with Child Helpline International (CHI), IPEC embarked on a joint initiative to analyze 437 child labour cases, as reported to national child helplines in Kenya, Nepal and Peru. This resulted in a joint report entitled ‘Child migrants in child labour; An invisible group in need of attention. A study based on child helpline case records’.  The recorded cases - by CHI - included many migrant children and were reviewed according to types of work performed, hours worked, payment, work hazards, violence, bondage, living conditions, and school attendance. Despite the small sample size and varying levels of information completeness, noticeable patterns do emerge across the three countries surveyed, suggesting that in a variety of areas migrant children are worse off in child labour compared to non-migrants. The report is available at: http://www.ilo.org/ipec/areas/Migration_and_CL

Recommendations by the International Labour Office[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Recommendations were also provided separately as per the request.] 


The findings of the recently launched joint ILO and CHI report entitled ‘Child migrants in child labour; An invisible group in need of attention. A study based on child helpline case records’ emphasize the importance of initiating social policies – including those that address child labour - which pay special attention to the situation of migrant children. The ILO calls on the Committee to promote this message in its work with member States. Specific recommendations include:

Policy recommendations:
1) Governments must recognize the unique risks that migrant boys and girls face and ensure that the rights of all children – including migrant children - are protected. Initiatives against child labour should include attention to migrant children, and migration regimes should adhere to the widely ratified ILO child labour Conventions Nos. 138 and 182 and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and contribute to ensuring freedom from child labour and access to free quality education.

2) Governments in receiving countries should scale-up child labour monitoring mechanisms and improve the oversight of child labour in the informal economy, where most migrant children work. In particular, governments should capitalize on the newly adopted ILO Convention No. 189 (2011) regarding domestic work to ensure adequate working conditions in a sector in which many migrant children -  girls in particular - tend to end up exploited.

3) Youth of working age who live in communities where migration for work is common must be provided with the necessary life skills and vocational training to prepare them if they should choose to migrate, while also offering access to credit and loan facilities at reasonable interest rates (to reduce the risk of financial exploitation, dependence and bondage). Simultaneously, stimulating local job markets to create viable alternatives should be a priority.

Research recommendations:
4) Future research on social issues (including child labour) should systematically include a focus on migration, with data disaggregated by internal versus external migration, independent versus family migration, and birth registration. The impact of possible family dysfunction and threat of forced marriage on migration decisions also deserve further research attention.

5) A global study is furthermore recommended on the transnational cooperation measures necessary to ensure the protection of children on the move and to guarantee their rights independently of their immigration status. Such a study should be guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the ILO child labour Conventions Nos. 138 and 182, and other relevant international standards, and take full account of the recommendations adopted during the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s Day of General Discussion on 28 September 2012.

Thank you.
