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INTRODUCTION
1
Disability Action is a pioneering Northern Ireland charity working with and for people with disabilities.  We work with our members to provide information, training, transport awareness programmes and representation for people regardless of their disability; whether that is physical, mental, sensory, hidden or a learning disability.
2
21% of adults and 6% of children living in private households in Northern Ireland have a disability and the incidence is one of the highest in the United Kingdom.
3
As a campaigning body, we work to bring about positive change to the social, economic and cultural life of people with disabilities and consequently our entire community.  In pursuit of our aims, we serve 45,000 people each year.  

4
Disability Action provides policy and programme analysis on a wide range of issues including employment, transport, access to the built environment, human rights, equality, training, justice, accessible information, welfare, personal mobility and advocacy.  This expertise has been recognised nationally and internationally by Disability Action’s leading role in the disability movement’s interaction with government through membership of regional, national and international committees and working parties.  Disability Action is leading the disability movement through creating alliances to push for reform for the betterment of people with disabilities.  
5
Our network of services is provided via our Headquarters in Belfast and three regional offices located in Carrickfergus, Derry / Londonderry and Dungannon in Northern Ireland.

6
Disability Action welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation and, to aid reference to the document, we have put the relevant page/paragraph/question number of the consultation in brackets at the end of each of our comments.

GENERAL COMMENTS 
7 Accessibility of the Consultation
7.1 

Disability Action welcomes the decision of the Committee to consult on its participation guidelines.  We believe that it is important that as many people with disabilities, representative organisations and other stakeholders participate in this consultation.  However, the capacity of many people with disabilities and Disabled People Organisations (DPOs) to engage with policy consultations in Northern Ireland and the United Kingdom is limited due to low levels of awareness of the Convention, the Committee and the reporting process.
 
7.2
Additionally, the increased demands on services and reduced funding of many DPOs has negatively impacted on the capacity of organisations to identify and comment on important policy areas outside their immediate regional and national areas of responsibility.  
7.3
In view of these limitations, Disability Action would urge the Committee to ensure that consultations are widely circulated, available in a variety of formats and are directly notified to States and National Monitoring bodies with a responsibility to bring these matters to the attention of relevant stakeholders.  
7.4
In order to facilitate a wider discussion with people with disabilities and other stakeholders and to allow the capacity building required to enable this discussion to begin, Disability Action would also recommend a longer consultation period.
COMMENTS ON THE CONSULTATION 
8
Written Submission 
8.1
In order to explain the timing of the potential submission stages Disability Action would recommend the inclusion of, or a reference to, a short guide of the steps involved in the reporting process.  This would be useful in order to help explain the process as the Convention is relatively new and the majority of potential participants have not yet experienced the reporting cycle (Consultation section 2.1).  
9 Timeline 
9.1
Disability Action found the proposed guidelines in this section confusing and some appear to be contradictory for example 2.2 (i) and 2.2 (ii).  The proposal at 2.2 (iv) requiring the submission to be received by the Secretariat up to 4 months prior to the session, while understandable to enable the work of the Rapporteur and Committee, may result in an unacceptable burden on people with disabilities and their organisations, many of whom have a reduced policy capacity.   This proposal may have a negative effect on the quality of the information received by the Committee, if the date of the hearing is not confirmed until several months before this potentially leaving a short period for the formulation of potential issues in circumstances were the knowledge of the Convention in the population may be low and there is little national and regional information on the impact of policies on people with disabilities readily available (Consultation section 2.2).

10 Length 
10.1
The proposed report length of 15 pages may not allow for sufficient information to be submitted to the Committee, notably in the initial reporting cycles, to facilitate meaningful discussion and to challenge the State and Independent Mechanism reports. 
10.2
Disability Action would also submit that a limit of 15 pages for a cross disability coalition may be insufficient to represent the range of evidence when compared 10 pages for a single organisation (Consultation section 2.5). 
10.3
Disability Action would recommend that a maximum limit of 30 pages is set in keeping with the established reporting process to the UNCRC. 
11
Format and Languages 
11.1
Disability Action would recommend that further detail be given in the guidance regarding which accessible formats are required or expected (Consultation section 2.7).
12 
General

12.1
Disability Action is concerned that the requirement to give an oral briefing is in Geneva (Consultation section 2.14, Venue of Briefings) and that the costs involved in potentially supplying interpreters and / or accessible aids may exclude many DPOs with reduced resources from participating in the process.  
12.2
The potential high costs involved, may create unequal access to the Committee between the States and Independent Mechanisms, and DPOs.

12.3
Disability Action would recommend that the Committee examine the feasibility of the use of alternative technologies to allow remote access to the discussion, including video conferencing, and of supplying some facilities or controlling costs for DPOs.  
CONCLUSION 

13

Disability Action has welcomed the opportunity to make a submission in this consultation.  Disability Action looks forward to continued dialogue with the Committee on this and other issues of major significance to people with disabilities throughout Northern Ireland and the United Kingdom.
�  	For example, the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland (a part of the Independent Monitoring Mechanism in Northern Ireland) found in 2011 that only 21% of a sample of 1101 respondents in the general public had heard of the UNCRPD See http://www.equalityni.org/archive/pdf/DYMMSurveyMainReport(webB).pdf page 62 (website accessed March 2014)  In addition a 2012 qualitative study with Lesbian Gay, Bisexual and Transgender support workers found that while many support workers reported that they had heard of the UNCRPD, few had considered its implications in their work with people with disabilities in their groups.  See McClenahan S (2012) Multiple Identity; Multiple Exclusions and Human Rights: The experiences of people with disabilities who identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people living in Northern Ireland available at http://www.disabilityaction.org/centre-on-human-rights/resources/publications/ (website accessed March 2014)
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