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Distinguished delegates…my fellow panellists…thank you for the opportunity to speak here today on an issue of critical importance to UNICEF.
· As one of the most marginalized and excluded groups around the world, children with disabilities, are a critical part of UNICEF’s mission.
· Estimates suggest that there are between 90 to 150 million children with disabilities in the world, who face discrimination in almost every aspect of their lives. At UNICEF we believe that such discrimination arises not from the intrinsic nature of their disability, but rather from entrenched social exclusion resulting from rejection of difference, poverty, social isolation, prejudice, ignorance and lack of services and support. The effects of such exclusion are profound. 
· This exclusion is even more acute for girls.  Not only are they marginalised by their disability, but their status as girls compounds the discrimination they encounter, commonly leading to even greater violation of their rights, including disproportionate vulnerability to violence and abuse and fewer opportunities for participation, education, play, or health care. 
· Discrimination on counts of both disability and gender makes girls with disabilities less likely to obtain health care, get an education, receive vocational training, find employment or benefit from full inclusion in the social, political or economic lives of their families.
· Girls and young women with disabilities are more likely to be institutionalised. They are at increased risk of forced marriage, forced sterilisations and forced abortions and are more likely to experience physical and sexual violence both within and beyond the household. 
· Although girls with disabilities are less likely to marry, a growing body of data shows that the majority of disabled girls will have children of their own. Despite this, little is done to prepare them for relationships, provide them with family planning information so they can make their own decisions about when and with whom they have a family and they often also receive little information on how to take care of their own children. 
· The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities recognizes that the barriers faced by children, including girls with disabilities, are often more disabling than any impairment itself. Girls with disabilities need to be included – they need to have a voice that can inform public policy, challenge rights violations, and hold states accountable. This is not only their fundamental human right, but a means for realising other rights.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK20][bookmark: OLE_LINK19]Protecting and promoting the rights of children with disabilities is not a new theme for UNICEF. It has been an integral part of our work since the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child – the first international treaty to explicitly recognize the rights of children with disabilities.  But with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities our disability work has gained momentum. We gratified to have played a role in ensuring that children were prioritized within this widely ratified Convention.
· The momentum has continued to build with UNICEF’s intensified focus on equity, which seeks to identify and address the root causes of inequality so that all children – particularly those who face the worst deprivations in society – can realize their rights. The equity-based approach is one of the foundations of our disability agenda.
· Together with the CRC and the CEDAW, the CRPD guides UNICEF’s work in nearly 140 countries.  In keeping with the human rights based approach, our work on child’s rights goes hand in hand with gender and disability rights. 
· A few words about the progress made in 2012. 
· At the country level, 85 UNICEF Country Offices reported having worked with counterparts and partners on disability in 2012. The focus of our work has fundamentally transformed away from the traditional project approach to a systemic approach focussing on policy, advocacy, supporting legal reform, capacity development and wide ranging partnerships reaching out to all key stakeholders in the society to support the achievement of results for children and contributing to the realization of all rights for all children. 
· At the global level, UNICEF launched the Global Partnership on Children with Disabilities.  This is a network of more than 150 organizations which aims to advance the rights of children with disabilities at the global, regional and country level, and includes NGOs, Disabled People’s Organizations, Governments, UN agencies, academia and the private sector.
· Other recent initiatives included the first All-Staff Orientation on Disability aimed at building staff capacity on mainstreaming disability and produced; Position paper on Inclusive Education; Disability data collection disaggregated by gender; Studies on HIV, adolescents and young women with disabilities in the context of Mother-to-Child Transmission; and a Discussion paper on Synergies between the CRC, CEDAW and CRPD. A Factsheet on children with disabilities, including gender, as well as guidance on participation will soon be released. All these and other resources can be found at www.unicef.org/disabilities.
· UNICEF is currently chairing the UN Partnership for promoting the rights of persons with disabilities, which has been established to generate and manage resources towards mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities. This partnership supports coalition-building and capacity-development at country level to facilitate the full implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
· And, as a reflection of UNICEF’s commitment, this year the focus of our flagship publication – State of the World’s Children – is on children with disabilities. 
· Gender, as a normative principle, continues to remain a fundamental component within all these actions I have outlined.
· We are heartened to witness the timely ratification of the CRPD by many countries. UNICEF remains actively engaged in promoting its ratification, but we recognise that this is only the first step towards realizing the rights of children with disabilities.  Translating the tenets of the Convention into reality will take time, commitment and resources. What’s more, it will require close collaboration between different stakeholders and sectors – including governments, civil society, private sector, UN agencies and, most importantly, the disability community.  
· At UNICEF, we believe that realizing the rights of children with disabilities is both an investment in the future and a requirement for development. We remain committed to building partnerships, forging new models of cooperation, and working with governments, civil society, the private sector and, most importantly, Disabled People’s Organizations to ensure that the road to realizing the CRPD is inclusive of children, including girls with disabilities. We look forward to continuing to work with all of you in improving the lives of the world’s children. 
Thank you.
