

Mr. Sinan TAFAJ(Albania)

Date and place of birth: 17.02.1956, Gjorem, Laç, Albania

Working languages: Albanian, French, Spanish, Italian, German



Current position/function:

· Since 1999, president of the Albanian Blind Association, a national membership-based organization of visually impaired people in Albania;

· Chairman of the national council of persons with disabilities, composed of all associations of people with disabilities in Albania;

· Member of the Board of the European Blind Union and Board link person to the Rights Commission of EBU; member of the EBU Constitutional Committee and member of the EBU financial and fundraising commission.

· Member of the Executive Committee of the World Blind Union, being in the quality of representative of the European Blind Union.

· Member of the Balkan Consultative Committee.



Main professional activities:

· Representing and protecting the rights and interests of visually impaired people in Albania as well as of all persons with disabilities in Albania;

· Providing legal advices, documentation drafting, requests, indictments, representations, protection and representations in courts of all levels, mainly in the civil, property and enterprise sector.

Delivering lectures in the subject of the Constitutional Right with the day-system students, taking into examinations day and correspondence students in the subjects: Constitutional Right, Elements of Public Right, History of the Albanian Right;

· Drafting legal and sub-legal proposals for new regulations or amendments on legal acts refereed to disabled people rights and their representative organizations;



Educational background:

· Graduated in 1978 at the University of Tirana, Faculty of Law.

· In 1999 I have a Ph.D Degree on Judicial Sciences, Public International Right.

· I have been awarded the title “First class teacher (typhlolog)”



Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:


In 2013, a seminar was organized here in Albania in reference to the Universal Periodic Review as an opportunity to advance the rights of persons with disabilities as a united voice. It was organized with the support of IDA and EDF.


I have constantly been the representative of the national organizations of people with disabilities in Albania as legal consultant by the state bodies in frame of different decision-makings.


I have been working on various issues related to promoting and improving the rights of people with disabilities in Albania and widermore at Balkan (particularly in Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia) and European level: On these terms. I have been working as expert on human rights specifically disabled people rights in frame of some E.U funded projects: “Blind people network in Western Balkan Countries”: “Blind people working together in Kosovo” and recently a new initiative “Partnership for change-Institutionalizing access to justice for persons with disabilities in Albania”.


Several conferences and seminars have been organized by our organizations on raising awareness on disability issues: As well. I have been invited to have key-note speeches on various national activities that have been organized in the field of disables people rights.


Three national conferences have been organized focused on issues of implementation of UNCRPD.


As well, during the process of drafting and consulting the UNCRPD. I have been part of consultations at national European and World level, being representative member of EBU and WBU.


Meanwhile, I have been involved in concrete cases for protection of people with disabilities in Albania and protecting their right to fully exert legal capacity to act and other rights.



List of recent publications in the field:

· 2013-the European Blind Union Newsletter, the rights of representation, education and employment of visually impaired people in Western Balkan Countries:

· 2013-Summary of the legal acts for the rights of persons with loss of sight

· 2013-Author of SWOT analysis on the disability sector in Albania.

· 2013-Author of a report on the status of the blind in Western Balkan Countries

· 2013-The importance of ratification of UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities and its novelties

· 2013-Risks and challenges to the implementation on the UN Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities in Albania.

