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Éricka Álvarez Ramírez
Costa Rica

Professional Profile 

Lawyer and activist with 11 years of experience in the defence and promotion of the rights of persons with disability. Worked in civil society and public administration in the Executive and Legislative Branches of the national government, as well as in local government as an elected council. A proficient in leading negotiations and dialogue and accomplishing tangible agreements between different groups. Wrote the legislative proposal in protection of article 12 of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which continues to be consulted by countries in the Latin American region. 
Experience
Chief of Staff, Office of the Vice President of the Republic of Costa Rica, May 2014 – present.
· Legal and political adviser on topics related to disability and gender to the Vice President, who is in charge of coordinating social policy.
· Leader of the negotiation process and writer of the executive decree that determines the independent public institution in charge of monitoring and implementation of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
· In charge of organization and 17 members of staff, including orientation in all projects of the office.
· Responsible for supporting, coordinating and guiding the efforts of NGO and public institutions in projects and public policy in defence of human rights in particular the rights of people with disability. 

· Writer of the public policy of women with disabilities for the public institutions of the Presidential Social Council. 
· Speaker for the rights of persons with disability in the Presidential Social Council.
Chief of the Department of Citizen Participation in the Legislative Assembly of the Republic of Costa Rica, May 2010 – May 2014.
· Accomplished the project of constitutional amendment that included persons with disabilities as a priority in state protection after negotiation between five different political parties. 

· Writer and lobbyist of the law that created the National Council for Persons with Disabilities, that was approved in 2015. 
· Writer and promoter of the law project that exonerates taxes on assistive products for persons with disabilities. 
· Writer of the main motion to oppose biomedical research in persons with disabilities who are not able to give free consent under article 15 of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

· In charge of organization and 7 staff members.

· Leader on the advisory board with civil society.
Council Representative, City Hall of Naranjo, Alajuela, Costa Rica, November 2007 – May 2010.
· Director of the Commission on Accessibility and Disability, and writer of the bylaw it is regulated by. 

· Implementation of projects and city ordinances on social, environmental, cultural and accessibility issues.
Civil Society Representative in the Access to Justice Commission of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Costa Rica, March 2005 – March 2007
· Technical adviser on disability and accessibility issues.

· Advisor on the definition of the policy of access to justice in the Judicial Power, in the validation of protocols to avoid victimization on victims and witness with disability, the construction of attention protocols of persons with psychosocial disability.  
Policy consultant and professional speaker about disability and gender, July 2005 - May 2010.

· Speaker on the following topics:  Concept of disability from a human rights approach, Disability and right for employment., Gender and disability, HIV and disability, Right to vote in persons with disability, From interdiction to assisted decision-making, Special protection to persons with disability in adult age, Legal framework of disability in Costa Rica, Autonomous and independent life of persons with disability, Political lobby from civil society.
Social and political activism
Representative for Costa Rica in the Interamerican Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disability of the OAS, March 2015-present.
· Writer and presenter of the Costa Rican report of the implementation of the Interamerican Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disability.
· Presentation of the country proposal to guarantee the exercise of judicial capacity for persons with disability.
Representative for civil society of Costa Rica in the third Committee meeting for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disability of the OAS, 2010.
· Writer and presenter for civil society of Latin-America of “The manifesto of civil society of the region of Latin America”   
Representative for civil society of Costa Rica in the regional workshop of key stakeholders for the promotion of labour rights of people with disability in Central America of the OAS, 2011.
· Researcher and presenter of the judicial framework of the right of employment of people with disability of the countries in Central America.

President of the Students Board for the Occidental Campus, University of Costa Rica, September 2005 – September 2006.
· Accomplished Infrastructure rebuilt in order to match accessibility criteria
· Creation of the Centre for Advisory and Disability of the Students of the Occidental Campus 
Advisor of Movimiento Vida Independiente, NGO Costa Rica, September 2010 – Present. 
· Writer of the substitute text of the law of Autonomy of persons with Disability. 

· In charge of handling press conference and legislative lobby. 
General Secretary, Forum for the Rights of Persons with Disability, 2009 – Present. 
· Writer and presenter of the first shadow report of the associative movement in Costa Rica, on the advances of the implementation of the Convention of Rights of Persons with Disability, after successfully articulating with 36 organizations of the civil society. 
· In charge with handling press conference and legislative lobby. 
Publications 
· Alvarez, E. (2011) La figura de la curatela y la capacidad de actuar de las personas con discapacidad a la luz del Paradigma de los Derechos Humanos y la Vida Independiente. [The Figure of the curatorship and the Capacity to Act in the Persons with Disability within the Paradigm of Human Rights and Independent Life] Digital Magazine of the Judicial Power of Costa Rica retrieved from: http://www.poder-judicial.go.cr/accesoalajusticia/index.php/revista-digital.

· Alvarez, E. (2011) Aspectos Relevantes de la figura de la curatela y la capacidad de actuar de las personas con discpacidad en Costa Rica. [Relevant Aspects of the Figure of the Curatorship and the Capacity to Act in the persons with Disability in Costa Rica] Digital Magazine of the Judicial Power of Costa Rica, Retrieved from: http://www.poder-judicial.go.cr/accesoalajusticia/index.php/revista-digital.

· Alvarez, E. (2013) El derecho de las Personas con Discapacidad a elegir y ser electo. [The Right of the Persons with Disability to elect and be elected],2, Revista Amanecer.
Studies
Disability and Human Rights Executive Degree, 2013
· State University from Distance (UNED) and IIDI. Graduation Paper: Political Proposal about the Rights of Persons with Disability in Costa Rica.
Law School Graduate, 2010

· University of Costa Rica. Graduation Thesis: Judicial analysis about interdiction and decision-making process of the persons with disability in Costa Rica, based on the International Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disability. 
