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Comments: Recommendations to facilitate the work of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
“Draft General Comment on Article 12 - on Equal Recognition before the Law” (http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/DGCArticles12And9.aspx)

Under I. Introduction: Add the following:

10. All persons with disabilities must cope with inadequate health services and have limited access to education. They experience the deprivation of opportunities in all aspects of life, including access to essential services. In particular, their sexuality has been ignored and their reproductive rights denied. People who are blind, deaf, or have intellectual or cognitive impairments find that information on sexual and reproductive health is often inaccessible to them. Most importantly, because of the lack of physical access, the lack of disability-related technical and human supports, stigma and discrimination, sexual and reproductive health services are often inaccessible as well. Many persons with disabilities enjoy the experience of marriage and family life. However, because of stigma and discrimination, lack of access to information and services, especially those on sexual and reproductive health, many do not marry and have children. The myth that persons with disabilities will always give birth to children with disabilities stems from a lack of knowledge. Genetic disabilities occur in only a small number of births and can occur even if parents do not have disabilities. Persons with disabilities should be able to access information and counseling on the effects of pregnancy and childbirth on their bodies, appropriate medical care during pregnancy and delivery, care for the child, genetic heredity issues and mental well-being. Policies are necessary to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to sexual and reproductive health information and services, including family planning and maternal health. Furthermore, persons with disabilities are up to three times more likely to be victims of physical and sexual abuse and rape. However, most persons with disabilities have little or no access to police, lawyers and courts for protection. Also, they have less access to medical interventions, including psychological and prophylactic care.

Under III.
Obligations of States parties: Add the following:

27. State parties have an obligation to respect, protect and fulfill the sexual and reproductive health rights of persons with all disabilities. In this regard, States should refrain from any action that deprives persons with disabilities of the right to sexual and reproductive health education and services. Also, States should take action to prevent non-State actors and private persons from interfering in the ability of persons with disabilities to realize and enjoy their and reproductive health rights. States parties should take effective and appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against persons with disabilities in all matters relating to marriage, family, parenthood and relationships, on an equal basis with others, so as to ensure that:

a) The right of all persons with disabilities who are of marriageable age to marry and to find a family on the basis of free and full consent of the intending spouses is recognized;

b) The rights of persons with disabilities to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their children and to have access to “age-appropriate” information, reproductive and family planning education are recognized, and the means necessary to enable them to exercise these rights are provided;

c) Persons with disabilities, including children, retain their fertility on an equal basis with others.
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