CV for Kenya’s Candidate to the UNCRPD 

Biographical data form of candidates to human rights treaty bodies

Name and first name:
MS. MAINA WANGECHI EDAH
Date and place of birth: 18TH OCTOBER 1972, NAIROBI, KENYA
Working languages: ENGLISH, KISWAHILI and KIKUYU 

Current position/function: 

1. Inaugural Vice President to the UNCPRD Committee and Rapporteur for the year 2010.  

2. Chair of the Working Group of the UNCRPD Committee charged with formulating a General Comment on Article 12. 

3. Consultant in areas of intellectual, mental and psychosocial disabilities recognized internationally.   

Main professional activities: 

1. Consultant in the joint comparative study between KSMH and University of Cambridge on participation of persons with intellectual disabilities in the electoral processes.

2. Envisioned and developed highly innovative tools for the implementation of National HIV/AIDS programme for persons with intellectual disabilities based on Augmentative and Alternative Modes of Communication and with Article 12 of the UNCRPD in practice.  

3. Achieved successful inclusion of persons with intellectual, mental and psychosocial disabilities in the electoral process for the first time in Kenya 

4. Consultant in supported access to the administrative, legal and judicial processes by persons with intellectual, mental and psychosocial disabilities.

5. Actively involved in the implementation and monitoring of the UNCRPD in Africa.    

Educational background: 

1. Gold Medal Holder, in Accounts, IMIS, UK  (Year 1996 – 1997)

2. Bachelor of Science in Information Technology (IMIS) UK 

3. Bachelor of Science in Computer Science, JKUAT, Kenya 

4. Diploma in Business Management, Kenya School of Professional Studies 

5. Diploma in Special Education, Kenya Institute of Special Education 

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned: 

1. Played an active role in the development of the core documents for the UNCRPD Committee among them, rules of procedures, working methods and reporting guidelines.  

2. Panelist on Article 12 of the UNCRPD in the address to the 10th Session of the Human Rights Council at Geneva. 

3. Panelist on Article 12 of the UNCRPD in the address to the 2nd Conference of State Parties to the CRPD in New York. 

4. Expert interviewee in the ILO Documentary on Opening Pathways to Training and Employment for People with Intellectual Disabilities in Africa, Lusaka, Zambia. 

5. Addressed the Conference of the European Ministers in the Council of Europe on participation of people with disabilities in political processes at Strasbourg, France.  

List of most recent publications in the field: 

1. Media Articles and publications on Key areas of Disability in Kenya and the world. 

2. Know Your Rights in Augmentative & Alternative Modes of Communications (AAC).

3. Participation of People with Intellectual Disabilities in the Electoral Process. 

4. Persons with Intellectual Disabilities Experience in the Kenyan Judicial Process.
5. Gaps in laws of Kenya affecting persons with intellectual disabilities in the Disability Act.
