Human Rights Council Advisory Committee

Regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights
QUESTIONNAIRE 
As part of the consultations undertaken by the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee with relevant regional arrangements, with a view to preparing a report on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights, pursuant to Council decision 32/115.

Background
At its thirty-second session in June 2016, the Human Rights Council adopted decision 32/115 (A/HRC/DEC/32/115) on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights, mandating the Advisory Committee to prepare a report on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights, in particular on the progress made in the establishment of regional and subregional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights, and their achievements in all regions of the world, and on the role played by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights as well as on the role that it can play in the future  in advancing cooperation between international and regional human rights mechanisms, and to identify ways to increase the role that regional arrangements play in promoting and protecting human rights and to reinforce universal human rights standards, including as contained in international human rights instruments, and to submit the report to the Human Rights Council before its thirty-ninth session (September 2018).

The Council also encouraged the Advisory Committee, when preparing the above-mentioned report, to take into account the views of Member States, as appropriate, relevant international and regional organizations, the Office of the High Commissioner, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations and other relevant stakeholders.

At its seventeenth session in August 2016, the Committee heard presentations from external experts and held discussions on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights.
It is therefore in this context that the Advisory Committee decided, at its seventeenth session held in August 2016, to establish a drafting group
 in charge of the preparation of this report. The drafting group will present a draft progress report at the eighteenth session of the Committee in February 2017. The drafting group elaborated the hereunder questionnaire in order to seek the views and inputs of Member States, relevant international and regional organizations, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and relevant special procedures, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations.

QUESTIONNAIRE
1. What are the interactions that the Court has had, or has at present with the UN? Please give specific and comprehensive examples. If there are future plans for additional engagements, please specify. 
2. To what degree are the Court’s processes transparent, and have there been any changes to those processes as a result of engagement of civil society with the Court? Can you provide any examples from your region? 
3. The European Court enjoys the highest rate of jurisdictional ratification among all regional human rights courts. To what would you attribute this high level of participation in your regional court? In your view, is there a way to replicate the experience in other regions? If so, please elaborate. If not, please explain why.
Deadline for submission of responses to the questionnaire:

In order to give the Drafting Group the opportunity to take into account the different contributions, all parties are encouraged to submit their responses as soon as possible and at the latest by 31 May 2017.
Answers can be submitted via email to the following address:

hrcadvisorycommittee@ohchr.org
OR

Secretariat of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee

c/o Ms. Fatou Camara Houel

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Palais Wilson, Room 4-075, Fax: +41 22 917 9011

United Nations Office at Geneva,

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Thank you for your contribution.

For more information on the Advisory’s mandate: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/HRCACIndex.aspx
� A/HRC/AC/17/L.4, 12 August 2016.
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