Human Rights Council Advisory Committee

Regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights
QUESTIONNAIRE 
As part of the consultations undertaken by the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee with Member States, with a view to preparing a report on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights, pursuant to Council decision 32/115.

Background
At its thirty-second session in June 2016, the Human Rights Council adopted decision 32/115 (A/HRC/DEC/32/115) on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights, mandating the Advisory Committee to prepare a report on regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights, in particular on the progress made in the establishment of regional and subregional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights, and their achievements in all regions of the world, and on the role played by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights as well as on the role that it can play in the future  in advancing cooperation between international and regional human rights mechanisms, and to identify ways to increase the role that regional arrangements play in promoting and protecting human rights and to reinforce universal human rights standards, including as contained in international human rights instruments, and to submit the report to the Human Rights Council before its thirty-ninth session (September 2018).

The Council also encouraged the Advisory Committee, when preparing the above-mentioned report, to take into account the views of Member States, as appropriate, relevant international and regional organizations, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations and other relevant stakeholders.

It is therefore in this context that the Advisory Committee decided, at its seventeenth session held in August 2016, to establish a drafting group
 in charge of the preparation of this report. The drafting group will present a draft progress report at the eighteenth session of the Committee in February 2017. The drafting group elaborated the hereunder questionnaire in order to seek the views and inputs of Member States, relevant international and regional organizations, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and relevant special procedures, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations.

QUESTIONNAIRE
1. In your view, is the regional human rights mechanism in your region effective for the promotion and protection of human rights? If so, please elaborate. If not, please explain why.
2. In your view, what are the major challenges that your government faces in fulfilling human rights responsibilities? How can these be overcome?   
3. In your view, what are the major challenges that human rights mechanisms in your region face in fulfilling their regional mechanism responsibilities? 

4. How would you evaluate your country’s level of participation in the work of the regional human rights mechanism in your region? If it does not have an active participation, what are the causes and how could they be mitigated?
* By participation, we refer to active involvement in the work of the regional human rights mechanism, such as delivering statements and reports to the mechanism and complying with up-to-date standards and obligations set by the mechanism.

5. Please indicate any recent cases of cooperation your country has had with regional human rights mechanisms that led to changes in law or in practice in your country. What changes were made and what factors led to those changes? Has your country changed the practice/implementation of existing laws in any way or has it introduced new laws? 

6. How much funding does your government provide to regional human rights mechanisms? In your opinion, do the sources of funding of a regional mechanism have an impact on its functional independence or its work? If so, why? 

7. How would you describe your country’s relationship with civil society? Please provide specific examples that support your description. 
8. Under what conditions can associations such as non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions receive government funding in your country? Are there any limitations or conditions on receiving funding or resources from any source?

9. In your view, what is the role of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in the development of more effective regional human rights mechanisms?

 Only for States within the Group of Asia-Pacific States
10. What is your opinion on the establishment of a regional human rights mechanism in the Asia-Pacific region? How much is your government interested in the establishment of a human rights mechanism in the Asia-Pacific region?

11. Would your government benefit from participation in such a mechanism? If yes, please elaborate on the potential benefits for your country. 

12. What do you consider to be the chief obstacles in establishing a regional human rights mechanism in the Asia-Pacific region? In your view, how could these obstacles be overcome? 
13. If it would be too difficult to establish a human rights mechanism for the entire Asia-Pacific region, what sub-regional arrangements could be the most feasible and effective in promoting and protecting human rights? Please elaborate on the reasons as well. 

14. Would your country be willing to join such a regional mechanism? If not, what would be the reasons?

Deadline for submission of responses to the questionnaire:

In order to give the Drafting Group the opportunity to take into account the different contributions, all parties are encouraged to submit their responses as soon as possible and at the latest by 31 May 2017. 
Answers can be submitted via email to the following address:

hrcadvisorycommittee@ohchr.org
OR

Secretariat of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee

c/o Ms. Fatou Camara Houel
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Palais Wilson, Room 4-075, Fax: +41 22 917 9011

United Nations Office at Geneva,

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Thank you for your contribution.

For more information on the Advisory’s mandate: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/HRCACIndex.aspx
� A/HRC/AC/17/L.4, 12 August 2016.
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