SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD 

Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation [HRC resolution 24/18]
(Appointments of special procedures mandate holders to be made
at HRC27 in September 2014)

How to start the application process: 

The application process consists of two parts: the first part is a web-based survey and the second part is an application form in Word format. Both parts and all sections of the application form need to be completed for the application to be processed. 

First part: The web-based survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate/s applying for and nominating entity. The web-based survey should only be completed once, i.e. multiple selection is allowed to indicate if the candidate is applying for more than one mandates. 

Second part: The application form in Word which can be downloaded, completed and saved in Word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words. The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will be made available to concerned parties, including through the OHCHR public website. 

Once completed, the application form in Word should be submitted by email to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  

If the candidate is applying for more than one mandate, a mandate-specific application form needs to be completed and sent for each mandate. 
· A maximum of three reference letters can be attached, in pdf format, to the application sent by email. No additional document is required. 
· Application deadline: Monday, 30 June 2014 (midnight, GMT). 

· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 

In case of technical difficulties, you may contact us by email at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org or fax at + 41 22 917 9011.
An acknowledgment email will be sent when we receive both parts of the application process, i.e. the information through the web-based survey and the Word application form by email.
Thank you for your interest in the Human Rights Council.

I. PERSONAL DATA
	Family name: Heller                                                                       
	Sex:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

	First name: Léo                                                                     
	Date of birth (dd-mm-yy): 25-mai-55

	Maiden name (if any): -                                                               
	Place of birth: Belo Horizonte, Brazil

	Middle name: -                                                                            
	Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Brazilian

	
	Any other nationality: -


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
	QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

	I am a Professor of the Department of Sanitary and Environmental Engineering at the Federal University of Minas Gerais in Brazil. My background includes a BA in civil engineering, a graduate course in Sanitary Engineering, MSc in water, sanitation and the environment and PhD in Epidemiology, with a thesis on the association between water and sanitation and health outcomes. I carried out post-doctoral research at the University of Oxford (2005-6), focusing on the theoretical aspects of public policy and management in the water supply and sanitation sector. I have extensive experience in engineering design, policy formulation, teaching and researching in the field of water and sanitation. My professional and academic activities have been guided by approaches very much linked with the principles of the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, especially those formulated since the appointment of the Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation (Resolution 7/22 of the Human Rights Council, March 2008) and the recognition of the human right to water and sanitation (Resolution 64/292 of the UN General Assembly, July 2010). In order to perform the functions of a Special Rapporteur I have good communication skills in English and Spanish.

	RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)
Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

	I have been exposed to international human rights instruments, norms and principles as part of my regular activities as a researcher, professor and adviser to social movements. My participation in activities and discussions promoted by the current Special Rapporteur on the Human Right to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation, as well as the opportunity I had to interact and share expertise with her during the mission she performed in Brazil in 2013, were also important occasions to become increasingly familiar with the nature of the Special Rapporteur mandate. Beyond that, I have a consolidated experience in teaching, researching and supervising graduate candidates, and of coordinating large interdisciplinary research groups, at different perspectives of the water and sanitation field. Recently, I coordinated the study "Panorama of basic sanitation in Brazil”, which was the basis for the formulation of the Brazilian National Plan of Basic Sanitation. I am author and co-author of more than 200 books, book chapters, journal papers and articles in proceedings on the issue of water and sanitation. It has been 40 years since I started my professional and academic experience in this field, 24 of them as a lecturer and professor at the Federal University of Minas Gerais.

	ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE             (200 words)
Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

	My international experience includes, among other activities, collaborations with the Pan American Health Organization and the World Health Organization, as well as participation in large international projects funded by the European Commission. I have been working in the field of water and sanitation in Brazil and in other Latin American countries since the beginning of my professional life. Beyond all the activities previously described, I have the tradition of working together to and taking part in social movements related to the human right to water and sanitation, especially in Brazil and in Latin America.


	flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)
to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders.  (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate.)
	I am now in process of retirement from the Federal University of Minas Gerais and, in the second semester of 2014, I will assume a position at the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz, a science and technology health institution linked with the Ministry of Health in Brazil. I was nominated in a public selection and I am waiting to assume that position. In this new job, I will develop activities mainly on research and teaching in graduate courses, which will allow me the necessary flexibility and readiness to perform effectively the functions of the mandate. As requested, I will have availability to spend an estimated total of three months per year in participation in UN sessions, travelling on special missions, drafting reports, responding to demands and engaging with stakeholders.   



III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)

	
Several global initiatives, jointly with regional, bilateral and local level policies have taken place in the last few years in order to eliminate the unacceptable deficit in the access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation, in an affordable and sustainable way. Despite these efforts, inequalities in the access to water supply and sanitation (WSS) are still widespread, as the current official statistics show, suggesting that, although very relevant, they have been unable to bridge the gap between those who have and those who do not have access to these rights. I think that the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation framework brings a powerful potential to foster the above mentioned initiatives in different geographical scales and institutional spheres and to introduce new principles for the provision of WSS services. Improvements on the theoretical and conceptual basis of these principles can be an innovative way of assessing situations of violations of these human rights and of planning and advocating sound solutions.


In my professional and academic background, I have been approaching the enormous challenges in WSS in different ways: working professionally; building capacities; researching; publishing books, reports and academic papers; cooperating with governments and international organizations, and working together with social movements related to the field. In order to address academically the question of how to enhance the access of vulnerable populations to safe and reliable WSS services, I have specialized in different disciplinary fields: technology, public health and public policies. I feel that my background and my diversified and broad experience in the field of WSS – of almost 40 years - can be helpful to the role of the Special Rapporteur in different ways, mainly by means of working on the fundamental basis set out by the excellent job done by Catarina de Albuquerque. 


For this purpose, I consider further accomplishments could be made. Firstly, more precise definitions and concepts related to principles related to the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation can be developed, on a sound theoretical basis. Secondly, this theoretical improvement can be gradually strengthened through empirical assessments from the periodical country missions and other activities entrusted to the special rapporteur. Thirdly, stakeholders' advocacy of the provision of safe drinking water and sanitation can be also improved, benefitting from an extensive network of contacts that I have been developing, which includes academics, government officials, providers, regulators and social movements militants. Fourthly, my studies in public policies, planning and technology could help to indicate solutions to countries, local governments and communities, on how to realize the human right to WSS, taking into account the cultural, social, political and economic specificities. I believe that the opportunity to be personally involved in the formulation of the Brazilian National Plan of Basic Sanitation would be very beneficial to other countries in the formulation of sustainable, rigorous and reliable public policies in the field. 


I can finally state that I have both the motivation to live up to the expectations raised by the position of Special Rapporteur and, I believe, the necessary qualifications to further strengthen the protection of the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation at a global scale. Additionally, my future professional position in Brazil wilI be perfectly compatible with the time availability and flexibility required to perform effectively the mandate. I am sure that the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation can improve substantively in the world and deserves more support, especially working together with other UN initiatives, with an emphasis in the post-2015 Development Agenda.



IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills:  

	Languages
	Read
	Write
	Speak

	
	Easily
	Not Easily
	Easily
	Not Easily
	Easily
	Not Easily

	Arabic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Chinese
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	French
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Russian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Spanish
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mother tongue (please specify): 
Portuguese
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher).
	Name of degree and name of academic institution:
	Years of attendance
(From/To):
	Place and country:

	Doctor of Sciences (Epidemiology), Federal University of Minas Gerais
	1991/1995
	Belo Horizonte, Brazil

	Master of Sciences (Water, Sanitation and the Environment), Federal University of Minas Gerais
	1979/1989
	Belo Horizonte, Brazil

	Graduate Specialization (Sanitary Engineering), Federal University of Minas Gerais 
	1978/1978
	Belo Horizonte, Brazil

	Civil Engineering, Federal University of Minas Gerais
	1973/1977
	Belo Horizonte, Brazil


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one. 
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position:
	Years of work
(From/To):
	Place and country:

	Department of Sanitary and Environmental Engineering, Federal University of Minas Gerais, Full Professor (teaching and researching)
	2012/now
	Belo Horizonte, Brazil

	Department of Sanitary and Environmental Engineering, Federal University of Minas Gerais, Assistant, Adjunct and Associate Professor (teaching and researching)
	1990/2012
	Belo Horizonte, Brasil

	Private consulting firms (two) in the field of sanitary engineering
	1977/1990
	Belo Horizonte, Brasil

	     
	     
	     


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)

1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
	No


2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?


Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate-holders will act in their personal capacity.
Yes
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
He will relinquish positions, occupations or activities accordingly, in order to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1.
****
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