SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD 

Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation [HRC resolution 24/18]
(Appointments of special procedures mandate holders to be made
at HRC27 in September 2014)

How to start the application process: 

The application process consists of two parts: the first part is a web-based survey and the second part is an application form in Word format. Both parts and all sections of the application form need to be completed for the application to be processed. 

First part: The web-based survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate/s applying for and nominating entity. The web-based survey should only be completed once, i.e. multiple selection is allowed to indicate if the candidate is applying for more than one mandates. 

Second part: The application form in Word which can be downloaded, completed and saved in Word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words. The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will be made available to concerned parties, including through the OHCHR public website. 

Once completed, the application form in Word should be submitted by email to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  

If the candidate is applying for more than one mandate, a mandate-specific application form needs to be completed and sent for each mandate. 
· A maximum of three reference letters can be attached, in pdf format, to the application sent by email. No additional document is required. 
· Application deadline: Monday, 30 June 2014 (midnight, GMT). 

· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 

In case of technical difficulties, you may contact us by email at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org or fax at + 41 22 917 9011.
An acknowledgment email will be sent when we receive both parts of the application process, i.e. the information through the web-based survey and the Word application form by email.
Thank you for your interest in the Human Rights Council.

I. PERSONAL DATA
	Family name: Murthy                                                                       
	Sex:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

	First name: Sharmila                                                                     
	Date of birth (dd-mm-yy): 04-02-77

	Maiden name (if any):                                                                     
	Place of birth: Smithtown, NY, USA

	Middle name: Leela                                                                            
	Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): USA

	
	Any other nationality: Canada; 'Person of Indian origin' card holder


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
	QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

	I earned my Juris Doctorate cum laude from Harvard Law School, and my Masters of Public Administration from Harvard Kennedy School of Government, where I was a Kennedy Scholarship recipient.  I earned my Bachelors of Science with honors in natural resources from Cornell University.  

I am currently an Assistant Professor at Suffolk University Law School in Boston, Massachusetts.  I am also an Associate Fellow of the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation Program at the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, and a Visiting Scholar with the Sustainability Science Program at Harvard Kennedy School of Government.  

I was a US Fulbright Scholar in India, where I worked with the Self-Employed Women’s Association.  I was a member of the Harvard Legal Aid Bureau, and then a law clerk on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.  Through a Skadden Fellowship, I began my legal career as a poverty lawyer in the U.S. litigating cases involving social and economic rights.

I am fluent in English and proficient in Spanish.  As a college student, I studied at the Université Paris X Nanterre in France and at that point, spoke and read French with near fluency.   
 


	RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)
Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

	I have spent the past ten years working as a human rights lawyer and scholar.  The first half of my career was spent litigating cases on behalf of impoverished individuals in the US, and the second half has been devoted to research and teaching.  I have spoken and written widely on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, studying the right under international law and in different country contexts including India, Israel, Iraq, Bolivia and South Africa.  

I am familiar with international human rights instruments, norms and principles.  I am developing a new course at Suffolk Law on global poverty and human rights.  

I am knowledgeable about UN institutional mandates, having worked with human rights experts.  At Harvard, I engaged on numerous occasions with Professor John Ruggie, the former UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative on business and human rights.  I moderated a roundtable discussion with the Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, Catarina de Albuquerque, providing a forum for scholars and NGOs to exchange ideas with her.  In addition, I have interacted with other current and former mandate-holders, which has deepened my understanding of the special procedures of the Human Rights Council.  




	ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE             (200 words)
Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

	My work at the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation Program, which I co-founded at the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, Harvard Kennedy School, was featured in the book “On the right track: Good practices in realising the rights to water and sanitation” by the current Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, Catarina de Albuquerque.   

My research on the human right to water and sanitation in Mumbai, India attracted the attention of the Maharashtra State Human Rights Commission and may lead to a collaborative project with colleagues in India and the US.  The World Bank also invited me to present this research in Delhi.

As a poverty lawyer, I received the “New Advocate of the Year Award” by the Tennessee Alliance of Legal Services for creating the Refugee and Immigrant Partnership Project for Legal Empowerment at the Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands. 

I also served as the President of the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition, the founding President of the Nashville Chapter of the American Constitution Society (ACS), and the co-President of the Boston ACS Lawyer Chapter – which all received national awards under my leadership. 



	flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)
to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders.  (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate.)
	I would dedicate between three to six months annually to the mandate.  The leadership at Suffolk Law endorses my application and would reduce my teaching obligations if I were selected as Special Rapporteur.  I have the flexibility to travel to sessions in Geneva and New York and to conduct field missions, undertake research, draft reports, and engage with different stakeholders.  

I would also be able to tap into a global network to leverage additional resources for the mandate.  I have productive relationships with scholars and civil society organizations based in different parts of the world.  I have conducted field research in Asia, Latin America and the Middle East, and studied water issues in Africa, Australia and the U.S.  Numerous colleagues at other institutions around the world have already expressed interest in working together to support the mandate if I were selected as Special Rapporteur.  

I have excellent leadership skills and an established track record of successfully managing collaborative, international research projects.  One of my key strengths is facilitating dialogue among a diverse group of people and synthesizing the ideas generated.  As my academic publications and workshop reports suggest, I would be well-positioned to execute the key tasks of the mandate.
 



III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)

	I seek to serve as the next Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation because I am deeply committed to the idea that everyone deserves access to these vital services as a matter of human dignity and as a human right.  The tremendous efforts of the first Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, Catarina de Albuquerque, have inspired me.  She translated human rights into terms that are relevant to technical experts and policymakers, and provided a voice for people living without access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene.  I have the expertise, vision, and skills needed to build on Dr. de Albuquerque’s pioneering work and to ensure that the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation continues to be progressively realized.  

I would be a highly effective Special Rapporteur because of my expertise in human rights, water policy and sustainable development.  At Harvard, I co-founded the Human Rights to Water and Sanitation Program, a topic about which I have written and spoken widely.  I also currently lead the water theme in the “Project on Innovation and Access to Technologies for Sustainable Development,” an inter-disciplinary project across five sectors: water, health, energy, manufacturing and agriculture.  I am working with engineers and hydrologists to study the role of mobile technology in improving service delivery, to examine wastewater re-use, and to analyze household water treatment and storage techniques.  Furthermore, I teach in the Water Diplomacy Workshop, an intensive short-course that trains water officials from around the world how to manage conflicts using a non-zero sum negotiated approach to building consensus. 

If selected as the next Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, I would leverage the accomplishments of Dr. de Albuquerque and focus on three issues.  First, I would prioritize the right to sanitation and hygiene, which is critical given the failure to achieve the Millennium Development Goals target for sanitation.  Second, I would look beyond the Sustainable Development Goals and focus on how states with different capacities and resources will be able to implement and monitor the targets for universal access to safe and affordable water, adequate sanitation and hygiene.  Human rights are relevant to the existing efforts to strengthen monitoring in the post-2015 agenda.  Third, I would examine how a lack of property rights can prevent the realization of the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation.  In informal settlements, water and sanitation services are often not extended to households without land tenure.  In rural areas, customary rights to water are not always recognized by the law.

I have the communication, leadership and organizational skills needed to implement this vision.  I am well-known as a strong public speaker with the capacity to listen, to engage with diverse groups of people, and to share ideas across disciplines and sectors.  Having worked with technical experts who are skeptical of a human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, I understand how to build consensus.  I have a track record of launching new programs successfully, leading organizations, and developing robust networks.  As a woman of Indian descent who grew up in an inter-racial and inter-religious home, who is a dual US and Canadian citizen, and who has lived and worked in different parts of the world, I am also sensitive to the importance of communicating across cultures.  

Thank you for this opportunity to demonstrate why my expertise, vision and skills would make me a highly effective Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation.

Website: www.sharmilalmurthy.com  



IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills:  

	Languages
	Read
	Write
	Speak

	
	Easily
	Not Easily
	Easily
	Not Easily
	Easily
	Not Easily

	Arabic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Chinese
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	French
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Russian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Spanish
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mother tongue (please specify): 
     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher).
	Name of degree and name of academic institution:
	Years of attendance
(From/To):
	Place and country:

	Juris doctorate, Harvard Law School
	9/1999
	6/2003

	Masters of Public Administration, Harvard Kennedy School of Government
	9/1999
	6/2003

	Bachelors of Science, Cornell University College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
	8/1993
	6/1997

	     
	     
	     


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one. 
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position:
	Years of work
(From/To):
	Place and country:

	Assistant Professor, Suffolk University Law School
	7/2013 - present
	Boston, MA, USA

	Associate Fellow (and previously Fellow), Human Rights to Water and Sanitation Program, Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, Harvard Kennedy School of Government
	6/2010- present
	Cambridge, MA, USA

	Visiting Scholar (and previously Fellow), Sustainability Science Program, Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and Government, Harvard Kennedy School of Government
	9/2012-present
	Cambridge,MA, USA

	Skadden Fellow and Attorney, Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands
	10/2004 - 5/2007
	Nashville, TN, USA


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)

1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
	No


2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?


Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate-holders will act in their personal capacity.
Yes
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
N/A
****
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