CONCLUSIONS, DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
At their twenty-sixth meeting, the Chairpersons of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies adopted the following conclusions, decisions and recommendations:

I. The role of the Chairpersons in achieving the goals of General Assembly resolution A/RES/68/268 on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system 
The Chairpersons expressed the commitment of the human rights treaty bodies to further develop their work as a system by continuing to review good practices regarding the application of rules of procedure and working methods in their ongoing efforts towards strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the treaty bodies. 

In this context, the Chairpersons welcomed the encouragement by the General Assembly that the treaty bodies continue to enhance the role of the Chairpersons in relation to procedural matters, including with respect to formulating conclusions on issues related to working methods, generalizing good practices and methodologies among all treaty bodies, ensuring coherence across the treaty bodies and standardizing working methods. 

The Chairpersons reaffirmed their previously recognized roles of facilitating representation and coordinating common activities, including matters such as the consideration and adoption of joint statements, while respecting the autonomy and specificity of each treaty body. The Chairpersons also reiterated the decision made at previous Chairpersons meetings that the Chairpersons should adopt measures on working methods and procedural matters that were common across the treaty body system and have previously been discussed within each committee, and that such measures should be implemented by all treaty bodies unless a committee subsequently dissociates itself from them.

II. Harmonization of treaty bodies’ working methods
The Chairpersons examined the working methods on the agenda of the 26th meeting with a view to identifying good practices and adopted the following:
The Chairpersons welcome the outcome of the work of the General Assembly on the strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system, culminating in the adoption of United Nations General Assembly resolution 68/268. 
The Chairpersons recognise and re-iterate that the success of the strengthening process depends on the constructive partnership between all stakeholders, working towards this common goal. In this spirit, the Chairpersons are committed to fully considering its contents, both together and within their respective Committees. As they do so, the Chairpersons support an approach which prioritises, in the first instance, the realisation of one of the principal purposes of the resolution: enhancing States’ compliance with their human rights commitments.
That goal cannot be achieved without the prompt and full allocation of additional meeting time being made available to the treaty bodies, accompanied by the additional levels of staffing and support as envisaged by GA resolution 68/268. The elimination of the current backlog of reports and individual communications, which treaty bodies must undertake in addition to their other important functions, is an essential aspect of engaging States parties more effectively as well as more effectively contributing to the protection of human rights. 
The Chairpersons consider that, in accordance with the outcome of Resolution 68/268, all savings generated from the implementation of the resolution and the additional funding should be made available to the treaty body system to supplement existing budgetary and extra-budgetary resources. The Chairpersons therefore would like to seek clarification regarding the future arrangements with respect to meeting time and staff support and to receive a plan of action demonstrating how the backlog of work will be addressed within the envisaged timeframes.
The Chairpersons consider it necessary to place before their Committees a series of proposals for alignments which, once they have had the opportunity to reflect on them, will be taken forward at the 27th meeting of the Chairpersons. The Chairpersons also recognize their responsibility for continuing efforts aimed at aligning the methods of work of treaty bodies.
The Chairpersons note with appreciation the documentation (HRI/MC/2014/2, HRI/MC/2014/3, HRI/MC/2014/4) prepared to assist them in their reflections on how they might respond to the strengthening of the treaty body system provided for in GA resolution 68/268 as well as comments made during the consultations with stakeholders at their 26th annual meeting.
Treaty bodies may wish to draw on the recommendations of other human rights treaty bodies and mechanisms in the drafting of the list of issues (prior to reporting), the dialogue, and, where appropriate, in the concluding observations, to strengthen the coherence and complementarity of human rights mechanisms.
A.  Simplified Reporting Procedure
The Chairpersons draw the Committees’ attention to the call by the General Assembly in resolution 68/268, paragraph 1, to make available to States a simplified reporting procedure. 
The Chairs also recognise that as of 1 January 2015, periodic reports will be subject to the word length set out in paragraph 16 of GA resolution 68/268. In response to this changed situation, the Chairpersons endorse the view that committees which examine periodic reports should consider making such a procedure available after 1 January 2015. 
They further endorse the view that Committees might consider making a simplified process available for the consideration of initial reports in those specific instances where they believe this would enhance the constructive dialogue.
The Chairpersons believe that such a simplified process should involve the Committees highlighting those questions or themes which it believes would be most advantageous for the reporting State to focus in its written report, without prejudice to the possibility of other issues of importance being raised at a subsequent point within the process by the State or by the treaty body. 
To assist them in doing so, the Chairpersons would draw the attention of the treaty bodies to the examples provided by the practice of Committee against Torture and the Human Rights Committee, believing that these indicate elements which can usefully be drawn upon in constructing country-specific reporting guidance. 
The Chairpersons encourage the treaty bodies that have benefitted from the simplified reporting procedure to evaluate its advantages and challenges in order to replicate the best practices in this regard by all Committees.   
The Chairpersons also recognise that States may choose not to take advantage of a simplified process but may wish to continue to submit reports in accordance with the reporting guidelines of each treaty body. The Chairpersons believe that each treaty body should consider revising their existing reporting guidelines with a view to ensuring that States parties are able to submit reports which conform both to those guidelines and the word limits set out in paragraph 16 of GA resolution 68/268. 
The Committees may wish to consider the need for sequencing the stages of the reporting procedure, including the adoption of the list of issues, to facilitate the timely and productive review of State party reports. 
B. The Constructive Dialogue
The Chairpersons share the objectives of paragraph 5 of the General Assembly A/RES/68/268, which is to make the dialogue more effective, maximizing the use of the time available and allowing for a more interactive and productive dialogue with States parties. The Chairpersons underline the need for each treaty body to have the flexibility in conducting the dialogue in accordance with the specificities of each Convention.

Recalling that the Chairperson of each Committee is responsible for ensuring that the dialogue is conducted in a constructive, effective and efficient manner, the Chairpersons invite their committees to consider the following as elements of such an approach.

1. That the dialogue normally be conducted in two sessions of up to three hours and will when possible take place over two consecutive working days. An additional session of up to a further three hours may exceptionally be used when the Committee considers it appropriate and feasible.
2. That States parties be provided with information on the structure of the dialogue and an indication of the time-limits for their opening statement (15 to 30 minutes) and for their closing remarks (up to 10 minutes) with a view to saving time for the direct exchange between the State party’s delegation and Committee members.

3. That the use of Country Teams, co-ordinated by one or more committee members, has been shown to have merit as a means of enhancing the quality and coverage of the dialogue in those committee which have adopted this approach.

4. That time limits be used, when necessary, for the interventions of both treaty body members and States parties under the guidance of the Chairperson.

5. That the dialogue concerning periodic reports focus on the issues or thematic priorities identified by the treaty bodies. Such priority issues may include previous concluding observations, matters identified in the list of issues, and possible new developments in the State party which have come to the Committee’s attention.
6. That as an aid and assistance to States parties, a Guidance Note on the constructive dialogue should be made available to States parties, a draft for which is contained in Annex I to this report.   
C. The Concluding Observations
The Chairpersons support the call by the General Assembly in resolution 68/268, paragraph 6, that concluding observations be short, focused and concrete, bearing in mind the specificities of the respective committees and their mandates. 

The Chairs further believe it helpful for the issues raised in the concluding observations to have been the subject of discussion during the dialogue and consider that this should usually be the case.

The Chairpersons encourage the treaty bodies to formulate recommendations which provide specific and actionable guidance on measures for implementing treaty obligations, including time-bound targets or any priorities, where relevant. In this context, the Chairpersons invite the treaty bodies to identify the relevant articles of the treaty in question in their concluding observations and to formulate guidance on any legislative or structural changes which might be required by the State party. Where they act as an aid to clarity, the Chairpersons welcome the standardized use of sub-headings in concluding observations. 

The treaty bodies are encouraged to use standard paragraphs only when it is procedurally convenient or when, in specific instances, it is desirable in order to ensure the consistency of jurisprudence and/or equal treatment of States parties. Treaty bodies are discouraged from including in their concluding observations standard paragraphs of a routine nature, unless necessary.

Inspired by paragraph 6 of General Assembly Resolution 68/268, the Chairpersons endorse the framework for concluding observations contained in Annex II to this report, which are to be understood in the light of the need for each treaty body to exercise the framework flexibly so that their concluding observations respect and reflect the specificities of each Convention and treaty body.

III. Reprisals

The Chairpersons strongly condemn intimidation and reprisals against persons who are seeking to engage with the treaty bodies.

The Chairpersons also welcome the strong condemnation by the General Assembly, in paragraph 8 of resolution 68/268, of all acts of intimidation and reprisals towards individuals and groups for their contribution to the work of the treaty bodies and support the General Assembly’s call on States to take all appropriate action to prevent and eliminate such human rights violations. 

The Chairpersons invite all treaty bodies which have not yet done so, to establish a rapporteur for reprisals to take such steps as are necessary to prevent, protect against, investigate and pursue accountability for acts of intimidation or reprisals. 

The Chairpersons further decide to include reprisals as a standing agenda item on the agenda of the annual meeting of Chairpersons and to engage with other bodies working to protect human rights defenders and other right-holders from reprisals. 

With a view to developing a system-wide approach towards reprisals, the Chairpersons further decide to develop and adopt a joint treaty body policy against reprisals at their 27th meeting. Such policy should be part of a more general approach to reprisals by the relevant UN human rights mechanisms. 
IV. Late reporting and non-reporting by States parties
The Chairs reaffirm the decision made at the 25th meeting of Chairpersons to include late and non-reporting by States parties as a standing item on the agenda of the annual Chairpersons’ meeting and to include the status of late and non-reporting in their annual meeting report. The Chairpersons welcome the implementation of the recommendation made at their 25th meeting that OHCHR place information on timely, late and non-reporting by States parties on its website. They recommended that this webpage be maintained and updated on an ongoing basis.
V. Annual meetings of treaty body Chairpersons 

The Chairpersons recommend that the scheduling of their annual meeting be re-examined to ensure that it is held at the most appropriate point in the annual cycle of work of the treaty body system and OHCHR. 
In addition, the Chairpersons recommend that a second additional meeting involving members of treaty bodies be convened each year.
VI. Agenda for the 27th meeting of the Chairpersons
At their 26th meeting, the Chairs decided that the 27th annual meeting will have, inter alia, the following items on its agenda:

(a) Follow-up of the substantive items discussed at their 26th annual meeting concerning the harmonization of working methods;

(b) A common policy by the treaty body system on intimidation and reprisals;
(c) The possible alignment of the consultation process for the elaboration of general comments;
(d) Late and non-reporting by States parties, as deferred from the 26th annual meeting; 

(e) Review of the developments in regard to the Chairpersons’ Statement on the Post-2015 Agenda, adopted at the 25th annual meeting. 

(g) Assistance in the area of capacity building and technical cooperation, in light of the GA resolution 68/268.   

VII. Venue annual Chairpersons meeting
Geneva has been the traditional venue of the Annual Chairpersons’ meeting. In 2010, the Chairpersons decided to also bring the Chairpersons’ meeting to the regions. In this context, meetings have taken place in Brussels (2011) and Addis Ababa (2012). In 2013, the Chairpersons’ meeting convened in New York to allow for the engagement of the Chairpersons with the inter-governmental process on treaty body strengthening. 
At their 26th meeting, in order to maintain the dialogue with States and other stakeholders in New York, the Chairpersons’ recommend that their annual meeting take place in New York in the years in which the Secretary-General’s biennial progress report on treaty body strengthening will be presented to the General Assembly. 
The Chairpersons further recommend that the meeting alternate between Geneva, New York and the regions. In the light of this, the Chairs recommend that the 27th meeting take place in New York at a time to be confirmed, subject to available resources.
VIII. Chairperson-Rapporteur and Vice-Chairperson-Rapporteur of the 27th meeting
The Chairpersons decide that, in accordance with the principle of rotation and inclusion of new committees in the list, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the 27th meeting of Chairpersons, in 2015, will be the Chairperson of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, and the Vice-Chairperson will be the Chairperson of the Human Rights Committee. 
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