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27th Meeting of Treaty Body Chairpersons

DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
I. General

The Chairs expressed their utmost gratitude to the Inter-American Institute for Human Rights and the Government of Costa Rica for their hospitality in hosting the twenty-seventh meeting of Chairpersons. The Chairs also expressed their sincere appreciation for the dialogue which took place at the national level with the President of the Republic, the Vice-President, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, government officials, parliamentarians, the ombudsman and civil society organizations of Costa Rica. The Chairs further thanked the Government for organizing the dialogue with the diplomatic community in San José. 

The Chairs welcomed the call made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica on academic institutions from all over the world to reflect on innovative options to further strengthen treaty bodies. All such contributions can only widen the scope of options and deepen understanding by States of best possible ways forward for consideration by the General Assembly of “the state of the human rights treaty body system no later than six years from the date of adoption of resolution 68/268 to review the effectiveness of the measures taken in order to ensure their sustainability, and, if appropriate, to decide on further action to strengthen and enhance the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system.” (paragraph 41)
The Chairs warmly welcomed the opportunity to meet with representatives of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights and of the Inter-American Court on Human Rights with a view to deepening cooperation between the international and the regional protection systems for the benefit of right-holders and contributing towards coherence in international human rights law. The Chairpersons encouraged individual treaty bodies to intensify cooperation with the Inter-American and other regional human rights systems, including by exploring joint statements, participation in public hearings, joint thematic reports, participation in each other’s meetings, support for ratification of each side’s respective treaties, systematic exchange of documentation and information and jurisprudential dialogue. 
II. The role of the Chairs in the harmonization of working methods and follow-up to General Assembly resolution 68/268 on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system 

The Chairs reiterated the commitment of the treaty bodies to continue to develop as a system by reviewing good practices in the areas of working methods and rules of procedure.
The Chairs also reiterated their support for General Assembly resolution 68/268 on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the treaty body system. The Chairs recalled that effective follow-up to this resolution depended on a constructive partnership among all stakeholders, working towards that common goal. In this spirit, the Chairs reiterated their commitment to fully considering the contents of the resolution both together and within their respective treaty bodies.
In this context, the Chairs recalled the encouragement by the General Assembly to the treaty bodies to continue to enhance the role of the Chairs in relation to procedural matters, including with respect to formulating conclusions on issues related to working methods, generalizing good practices and methodologies among all treaty bodies, ensuring coherence across the treaty bodies and standardizing working methods. 

Recalling the mandate of the annual Chairpersons’ meeting, the Chairs called on all treaty bodies to facilitate the harmonization of treaty bodies’ working methods, for the benefit of right-holders as well as duty-bearers. In this regard, Chairs expressed support for the call made by national human rights institutions to harmonize treaty bodies’ modalities of engaging with such institutions, with a view to facilitating their participation, including by those national human rights institutions that are not able to send representatives to attend treaty body sessions. 
The Chairs recalled the decision taken at previous Chairs’ meetings that the Chairs should adopt measures on working methods and procedural matters that were common across the treaty body system and that such measures should be implemented by all treaty bodies unless a treaty body subsequently dissociated itself from them.
A. Implementation of the guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies (Addis Ababa Guidelines)

The Chairs reiterated the recommendation that States parties to human rights treaties should refrain from nominating or electing persons to the treaty bodies whose independence and impartiality of treaty body members is compromised by the political nature of their affiliation with the executive branch of the State. Members of treaty bodies shall consequently avoid functions or activities which are, or are seen by a reasonable observer to be, incompatible with the obligations and responsibilities of independent experts under the relevant treaties. Encouraging further harmonization, the Chairs highlighted the measures put in place by different treaty bodies to ensure that all members continue to carry out their functions independently and impartially, and are also seen to do so.
B. Consultation process in the elaboration of general comments

General comments
 are an important legal tool for the effective and coherent implementation of the purpose and objectives of the international human rights treaties.

On the basis of existing practices and with a view to develop an aligned consultation process for the elaboration of general comments, ensuring coherence across the treaty bodies, and standardizing working methods, the Chairs endorsed the following elements for the elaboration of and consultations on general comments and recommended their generalization among all treaty bodies that issue general comments:

(a)
A general comment can be adopted by one treaty body or more jointly;

(b)
The decision to draft a general comment is made in plenary;

(c)
A note describing the consultation process for general comments is shared with States parties and made publicly available for other stakeholders (NHRIs, civil society, academia, international organizations);

(d)
Each time a treaty body initiates the drafting of a general comment, a working group composed of treaty body members or a rapporteur is appointed and entrusted with the process of drafting the general comment;

(e)
Advance versions of draft general comments are shared with other treaty bodies and relevant special procedures mandates for input, comments or feedback, with a view to strengthening the coherence of treaty law interpretation;

(f)
Advance versions of draft general comments are posted on the OHCHR website to make them accessible to States parties and a broad range of stakeholders;

(g)
Input, comments or feedback received from States parties, special procedures, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and other stakeholders are given due consideration by the treaty body, as appropriate;

(h)
The treaty body will lead the consultation process and decide on the contents and adoption of the general comment.

C. Ratification and reporting compliance by States

The Chairs called for the universal ratification by States of international and regional human rights treaties. The Chairs also encouraged all treaty bodies, within their respective mandates, to mark the 25th anniversary of the Convention on Migrant Workers and Members of their Families and the 50th anniversary of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, with the aim to accelerate their universal ratification. 

The Chairs welcomed the information included in the document on timely, late and non-reporting by States to the treaty bodies (HRI/MC/2015/5). They also requested OHCHR to continue to make updated information on reporting compliance by States available on its website. 
The Chairs reaffirmed the decision taken at previous meetings to include late and non-reporting by States parties as a standing item on the agenda of the annual meeting of the Chairs. In this regard, they appreciated the exchange of good practices held.
D. Intimidation and reprisals
The Chairs strongly condemned intimidation and reprisals against individuals or groups who are engaging or seeking to engage with the treaty bodies. The Chairs also welcomed the strong condemnation by the General Assembly, in paragraph 8 of its resolution 68/268, of all acts of intimidation and reprisals towards individuals and groups for their contribution to the work of the treaty bodies, and supported the Assembly’s calling upon States to take all appropriate action to prevent and eliminate such human rights violations. 

The Chairs reiterated their invitation to treaty bodies that had not yet done so, to establish a rapporteur or focal point on intimidation and reprisals. 

In order to strengthen the treaty body system’ response to intimidation and reprisals against individuals or groups cooperating with the treaty bodies, the Chairs reviewed, in light of comments provided by treaty body members, the draft guidelines on reprisals. They endorsed the Guidelines against intimidation and reprisals (“San José Guidelines”) and recommended them to their respective treaty bodies for adoption.
The Chairs further reaffirmed their decision, first made at their twenty-sixth meeting, to include reprisals as a standing item on the agenda of the annual meeting of the Chairs. 
The Chairs noted the significance of the adoption of the Guidelines taking place on 26 June, the International Day in Support of Victims of Torture.

E. Gender 
The Chairs decided to pay special attention to gender representation and gender sensitivity in the organization of future Chairperson’s meetings. In this context, the Chairpersons recommended that information on the GQUAL campaign on gender parity in international bodies be shared with all treaty body members.
III. Future meetings of the Chairs of the treaty bodies 

The Chairs reiterated their previous recommendation that the Chairpersons’ meetings take place in New York in the years in which the Secretary-General’s biennial progress report on the implementation of the General Assembly resolution 68/268 is presented, in order to maintain the dialogue with States and other stakeholders represented in New York, subject to available resources and at a time to be confirmed.

The Chairs decided to include the following items on the agenda of their twenty-eighth annual meeting:

· Follow-up by treaty bodies to General Assembly resolution 68/268

· Secretary-General’s progress report under General Assembly resolution 68/268

· Guidelines on common core documents

· Reporting compliance by States with the treaty bodies
· Reporting on implementation of Addis Ababa guidelines

· Reprisals against persons and groups cooperating with the treaty bodies
· Any other business
The Chairs decided to have an informal meeting or other consultation prior to the twenty-eighth meeting to review and, if necessary, supplement the agenda. 

The Chairs decided that, in accordance with the principle of rotation, the Chair of the twenty-eighth meeting of the Chairs, in 2016, will be the Chair of the Human Rights Committee and the Vice-Chair will be the Chair of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
� The term “general recommendation” is used by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. 
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