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Firstly let me say that I am glad to be associated with this launch by the High Commissioner of the upgraded Universal Human Rights Index.  I want to congratulate the High Commissioner and all involved especially Catherine who has also given us such a useful introduction today, and commend them on an important piece of work well done, work which I know will need continuous development and updating – as well as upgrading, work which was also so well started by the 2006 initiative and subsequent efforts of the Swiss authorities to whom we are indebted. 

As the High Commissioner has indicated this is one of the most important human rights research tools that have been created in the past twenty years. It is a tool which is valuable for individuals, valuable for Treaty Body members and other experts, valuable for member states, valuable for regional organisations and human rights bodies and valuable for civil society interactions with all of them, as a global instrument facilitating focused and unique engagement with the complexities of human rights obligations and challenges and coordinate and holistic ways. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The accessible and multi lingual nature of the index makes it useable in a variety of ways by individuals, even those like myself whose relationship with IT mechanisms may be both suspicious and at arms length.  The index provides a sequenced step by step guide which does not demand answers to every question at once but leads the user through a series of well laid out choices.  These facilitate both retrieval of data and development of comprehensive overviews of issues and mechanisms and outcomes overall which can greatly enhance capacity of all and any to engage with human rights realisation.

As a Treaty Body member, I have found the index to be particularly valuable for my work and the work of the CERD Committee, providing up to date information and comparable data for country rapporteurs and members researching for participation in dialogue with member states regarding their reports under the ICERD.  I am also conscious that as the process of Treaty Body strengthening develops  of the importance of the Index for helping create conditions for all of us to reinforce and strengthen each other’s work.  We can also contribute to harmonisation and coordination without denying the uniqueness which makes the work of each body so important for the rights it defends and promotes.  At this time I do not think the value of these possibilities can be underestimated.

There is no doubt but that the Index, especially in its upgraded form can be of valuable assistance to member states both in meeting their own reporting requirements and in engaging with other members in particular but not exclusively int he UPR process.  Can I encourage states to ensure that those responsible for drafting reports and recommendations are familiar with the upgraded index and its possibilities for enhancing their efforts. Can I also encourage the Office of the High Commissioner to seek opportunities to disseminate information and raise awareness regarding the Index among regional organisations, researchers, academics and civil society organisations?
 
Civil Society organisations already find the Index a valuable tool in support of their engagement with UN instruments.  It is also an important reference for follow up and implementation nationally, not only for NGOs but for all concerned with this crucial dimension of the human rights guarantees states have voluntarily entered into.

The Index as indicated is valuable for all concerned with human rights.  Its upgrade is also timely and a reminder that rights realisation and implementation of the guarantees made by governments can be well supported by tools of this IT age – if sometimes also challenged by it. It is timely also in supporting all concerned with human rights to meet today’s difficult challenges using todays means, in the struggle towards a world where human rights are not just named and acknowledged but also fully enjoyed by all. 


