3 December

Room XXIII
11.30 – 13.00

Thematic track: Access to remedy discussions

Approaches for overcoming financial barriers to accessing judicial remedy mechanisms 

This session will examine challenges and good practices, in funding human rights claims against corporations under civil law in different jurisdictions. Funding models, including ways of aggregating claims, cost recovery, contingency fees and legal aid, greatly affect the ability of victims and their representatives to access qualified counsel and to bring their claim before the courts. Civil law cases against corporations for alleged involvement in human rights abuses can take many years and involve extensive fact-finding, which leads to high costs for the claimants’ lawyers. Coupled with the uncertainty of outcomes, such factors can become prohibitive. How can litigation be made affordable for the ordinary claimant? 
The session will discuss available options for funding claims, such as availability of legal aid, access to pro bono counsel, access to litigation insurance, and other measures such as the emergence of a market in litigation insurance, as well as challenges with these funding options. 
The session will feed into OHCHR’s continue work to facilitate the sharing and exploration of the full range of legal options and practical measures to improve access to remedy for victims of business-related human rights abuses, in collaboration with the Working Group on Business and Human Rights, which has been mandated by the Human Rights Council in its resolution A/HRC/Res/26/22. 
Moderated by Professor Gwynne Skinner, Willamette University College of Law
Speakers:
· Alexandra Guẚqueta, UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights
· Mr. Richard Meeran, Partner, Leigh Day 
· Ms. Katherine McDonnell, Human Rights Attorney, EarthRights International 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Mr Krishnendu Mukherjee, Barrister, Doughty Street Chambers and public interest lawyer, Goa, India
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