Proposal of the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

 Panel Segment 
“Measures for Implementing the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the context of State Obligations on the Impact of the Business Sector on Children’s Rights”

Third Annual Forum on Business and Human Rights 
(2 December 2014, Palais des Nation – Room IX, 14:30-16:00)
Background and context
The Committee on the Rights of the Child (the Committee) released General comment No. 16 on State obligations regarding the impact of the business sector on children’s rights (CRC GC16) in February 2013. This General comment is the first time a United Nations Human Rights Treaty Body has developed a comprehensive set of standards for States to follow in the context of the business sector. It includes guidance to States on the measures of implementation they are required to take in order to: prevent and remedy violations of children’s rights by business actors; ensure that business enterprises carry out their responsibilities in the realisation of children’s rights; and to encourage the business sector to contribute positively to the realization of these rights.  

Building on the Committee’s previous collaboration with the Working Group on Business and Human Rights as well as on the panel on “Business Respect for the Rights of Children” held during the Second UN Forum on Business and Human Rights in 2013, the 2014 panel will look at concrete examples of implementation of General comment No. 16 in complementarity with the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.
Proposed objectives 

Focusing on measures for implementing CRC GC16 in the overall context of the United Nations “Protect, Respect and Remedy” Framework for Business and Human Rights, the Panel will discuss:

· Current challenges in the implementation of CRC GC16;

· National and regional good practices in the implementation of CRC GC16; 
· Strengthening coherence and coordination of CRC GC 16 with the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights as well as the UNICEF Children’s Rights and Business Principles.
Format 
The Panel segment will consist of four 10 minute presentations by Panellists followed by 40 minutes of interactive dialogue and a 10 minute closing segment with concluding remarks by the Panellists.

Chair:

· Mr. Bernard Gastaud, Member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
Moderator:

· Mr. Carlos Lopez, Senior Legal Advisor, International Commission of Jurists
Speakers:
· Ms. Danielle Haven, Consul General and Deputy to the Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Belgium to the Office of the United Nations and the other International Organizations

· Ms. Lucy McKernan, Global Initiative on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

· Ms. Sandra Atler, Programme Manager, Global Child Forum
