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Child labor represents a pressing problem of economic, social, culture dimensions, as well as from a human rights point of view. It places heavy burdens on the child, and negatively affects his safety, development, welfare and impedes his education; it also constitutes a violation of the provisions of the labor law no.8 for the year 1996, and its amendments. According to the statistics of the international labor organization (I.LO) , there are around 250 million working child , worldwide. In Jordan , there are 32,676 working child in the age group 5-17 according to the survey that was carried out by the General Statistics Department for the year 2007-2008 , in cooperation with the (I.L.O) . The international standards and covenants are considered the main pillars in facing the phenomenon of child labor. The most important of these is convention no.182 for the year 1999 relating to the worst form of child labor. It specified the jobs that children are not to be allowed to work in them.  This is in addition to the convention on the rights of the child that urges protection of children against economic exploitation. Due to the extreme danger of child labour, and its contradiction with the provisions of the relevant international conventions concerning children, the National Centre for Human Rights (NCHR) saw fit to prepare a human rights- related report on child labor in Jordan with the aim of identifying the real situation of  child labor from a human rights perspective through identifying real cases of the work of children . The report did not seek to arrive at numerical indicators regarding the extent, spread and places of this phenomenon. A questionnaire was prepared  that included initial data like the name , age , sex of the child , the job he is engaged in; the educational situation , the family and social situation of the working child and his  place in the work environment. The questionnaire sought also to solicit the opinions of the children, the parents, and the employers.  (17) Field visits were carried out in which children were interviewed in person. A total of (299) children were seen, and (31) parents of working children as well as (47) employers who said that they help those children to learn a craft in return for material remuneration.

The NCHR has monitored more than (560) cases of violations to working children who suffer from negative practices- by the family and the work environment- like the rights of the child to education; protection from economic exploitation ; leisure time and exercising the activities and games that suit his age;

Availing the proper living conditions for his development; the right to life ; family care by both parents or one of them that accords with the best interest ; protection from exploitation and sexual , physical and moral violence; the right to food and clothing, the right to live in an appropriate healthy environment.
The axis’s of the study were as follow:
1-child labor in the national and the international legal setting

2-the various forms of child labor

3-real images of the main violations of the rights of the working children.

The results of the study were as follows:

1- All the working children who were met during the monitoring process were forced to engage in dangerous works that harm their bodies 

2- All the parents of the working children who were interviewed said that they refuse, as a matter of principle, to cause their children to work; but they justify this by the financial need which causes them to submit to reality.

3- It was clear that (129) child, out of (200) , that is 64% work than more 6 hours daily, which constitutes a violation to the provisions of the labor law.

4- There is no awareness or interest in the daily break which is stipulated in the labor law. The children understand it as being the period between finishing one job and starting another.

5- The number of the children who were working after eight o'clock in the evening was (20) out of ( 200) child. This constitutes a legal and humanitarian violation of the relevant national legislations and international charters. 

6- The absence of any data regarding the working children by the employers who exploit children (corvee) who work there , which is considered a flagrant violation of the labor law and its instructions.

7- The (NCHR) has monitored two cases of human trafficking in children that resulted in the death of two girls. They were brought from a neighboring state by some agricultural contractors to work in remote farms in harsh conditions which they paid for with their lives.

8-violations were monitored against girls who were unable to engage in educational achievement due to the lack of awareness of the parents of the specific age to enroll in school, as well as poverty. The NCHR monitored the case of a nine- year’s old girl that works in cleaning cars window shields in Madaba. She did not go to school at the time of preparing this report.

9- The number of the working children, who were exposed to scholastic violence-verbally and physically – was (48) students out of (200)  according to the monitoring process of the NCHR 

10- It was revealed that (37) working children out of (200) working ones expressed their wish to go back to school , should their material conditions improve a rate of (18.5%).

11- The working children complained of being beaten and cursed in the work environment. The rate was 32% of the number of the children who were monitored by the NCHR.

12- The working children complained of being exposed to the burning sun in the summer and the bitter cold in winter. The rate was 25.5% of the total number of the children.

13- Ten working children reveled being subjected to sexual and immoral practices that were perpetrated against them during work.

14- It was revealed that (22) children were forced to carry heavy equipment and things during work.

15- It was revealed that (31)  children were forced to clean the places of work , which violates the convention against involuntary servitude.

16- Three  working children said that they suffer from various diseases as a result of inhaling cases and vapors. Two others suffered occupational hazards like falling from scaffolds or traffic accidents.

The recommendations to limit the phenomenon of child labor, according to the report, are as follows:

1- The necessity of providing legal guarantees to protect working children.

2-calling on the trade unions to cooperate with the sectors that deal with working children , like the ministry of labour, the ministry of social development and Amman Municipality , in the measures relating to the treatment of his phenomenon.

3- The necessity of activating the compulsory education for children by the Ministry of Education according to the national legislations that urge the compulsory nature of basic education

4- Assisting poor students by proving financial aid that covers the basic expenses of the vocational training period to encourage them to enter the labor market in a decent and promising manner.

5- The necessity of the cooperation of the stakeholders so as to deal with the situations of the families of the working children-like the Ministry of Social Development and the Ministry of Labour – to afford them the opportunity to hold on to their children so as to guarantee their vocational and social future. 

6- The necessity of including the working children into the medical care by the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Labour.

7- The ministry of Justice must conduct awareness campaigns regarding the dangers of the crime of human trafficking, and the manner of recognizing this crime, through the various mediums of the media.

8- Urging media representatives, especially the audio-visual ones-to stress the importance of education for children, especially the girls.
