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Children in Domestic Work

Children in domestic work are hidden and invisible under a veil of acceptance on the pretext of social solution to ‘help’ the child. The children who stay at the employers’ house are considered lucky as they get the shelter and ‘protection’ from the employer. Also, it is one child to feed less by the parent. Children are pushed into domestic work due to food insecurities, natural calamities, religious unrest and conflicts or fragmentation of the family. Also, domestic work is considered as an easy ‘occupation’ to be picked by the child. The society at large considers child domestic work as acceptable in place of a child studying or playing! 
We fight to change this mindset. Child labour in any form is illegal. Also, it is a misconception that children are protected at the employers’ house. There vulnerability increases as they have nobody to turn to. There plight is invisible and inaccessible. There are numerous instances of child being physically, sexually, and mentally abused at an employer’s house and then being rescued. 
There are different forms of trafficking
1. Many children are brought by their family members 

2. Others come with domestic workers who come back to the village on leave
3. Others are brought by priest and sisters to work in convents, with family friends
4. Many today are brought by placement agencies and agents 

5. Some are trafficked
To address the issue of children in domestic work, NDWM works at the policy, awareness, and intervention level. NDWM advocates protection of children from child labour via women and youth movements. We conduct street plays at villages and cities to prevent child labour. The street plays also act as an effective medium to bring forth the plight of children who work. 
Rescue operations are carried out to prevent trafficking. After the rescue, it is pertinent to rehabilitate the child. We try and unite the child with the family but in case the same is not possible, we send them to our shelter home. These are established as crisis intervention centre for the children. The effort is to help re- integrate the child into the mainstream education along with trauma counseling.
25 years of struggle has definitely shown results. The villagers where we hold our campaigns have become conscious. Trafficking has reduced considerably in these areas as the awareness amongst villagers has increased and arrests of traffickers have taken place too. Parents who have sent there children to work set off to find them and get them back. In due course of work, we also have been able to expand our network in different states.  NDWM also does intensive media campaign as it is imperative for the society to be aware of these issues. But we still have a long way to go.
Children in domestic work are invisible and voiceless with the child being inaccessible. Trafficking of children is rampant. Be it intra or inter country. Children are trafficked from Bangladesh, Nepal, and Bhutan. From within India, children are trafficked from the Tribal belt, especially, Delhi to Patna, Kanpur, Mumbai, and Orissa to Goa. 

Trafficking of women and children leads to a gross violation of their human rights, such as the right to live with dignity, right to movement, right of self-determination and the right to justice. They are most vulnerable to verbal, physical, and sexual abuse and have no legal protection.

Please feel go through the following link for a perspective on child domestic workers
http://ndwm.org/?page_id=239
