Rights of the child: a holistic approach to the protection and promotion of the rights of children working and/or living on the street: Portugal’s reply to the questionnaire
Please provide, if available, statistics on children working/and or living on the streets. If no statistics are available, please explain what other means your Government uses to estimates the number of children working and/or living on the street.

The phenomenon of children living on the streets has been gradually losing its expression in Portugal. Presently, the children living on the streets without any or other type of family support are reduced to very specific cases. 

However, the phenomenon of children living on the streets, alone or in informal groups persists but has become seasonal. In other words, street children maintain their family ties and neighbourhood loyalty. But they still run away from home and remain on the streets for some days or weeks, then returning home and to their neighbourhoods.

Therefore, these young people are considered by the Child Support Institute (a Portuguese NGO, which is financed by the Ministry for Social Solidarity) as “children or young people who run away from home”, terminology adopted according to the recent European directives. 
According to the Authority for the Working Conditions (Autoridade para as Condições de Trabalho ACT) in Portugal there were no detected cases of children working in the street. From 1999 to 2010, minors were founds working mainly in the area of construction and hotel business. More recently young people have been found working in the trading business (retail shops).

A more detailed analysis of the next table shows that the number of children in situations of child labour has very little statistical significance. Is general the phenomenon, considering that it still remains, is merely residual.

Table 1. Evolution of Working minors detected by the

Authority for the Working Conditions (ACT).

	Year
	Visits/Inspections
	Minors

detected
	Minors detected

by 1.000 visits

	1999
	4.736
	233
	49,20

	2000
	5.620
	126
	22,42

	2001
	7.100
	91
	12,82

	2002
	11.043
	42
	3,80

	2003
	6.957
	18
	2,70

	2004
	11.755
	16
	1,36

	2005
	12.142
	8
	0,66

	2006
	3.811
	13
	3,40

	2007
	3.722
	5
	1,34

	2008
	1.203
	6
	4,99

	2009
	1.089
	6
	5,51

	2010
	804
	6
	7,46


It is fair to say that Portugal has been investing on the combat against child labour and worst exploitation forms of children. 

As a result of consistent policies and information gathering that have enabled a coordinated approach and integrated measures for the social inclusion of all children, in particular those coming from disadvantaged families and groups. Portugal has obtained significant results in the elimination of child labour, as shown by data above from ACT. 

In September 2009, the competencies in relation to the prevention and combat of child labour were transferred from PETI (Plano de Erradicação do Trabalho Infantil; Child Labour Eradication Plan) to the Authority for the Working Conditions (ACT) and the social inclusion objectives were reinforced through the creation of PIEC - Programme for Social Inclusion and Citizenship, which continued to develop a wide range of measures to prevent school drop-out and any form of child exploitation, despite the significant reduction of the phenomena’s dimension.

Please provide information on projects and good practices undertaken by your Government to protect and promote the rights of children working/and or living on the street.

The Project called Street Work with Children in Risk or in a situation of Marginality, created by the Child Support Institute (and financed by the Ministry for Social Solidarity) in 1989, was established with the objective of intervening among children who live in the streets. 

For the first time in Portugal the project counted with the help of Street Animators who established a personal relationship with the children, and encouraged them to discover new values for the construction of a new life project. 

Hence, and following this intervention, the situation of Street Children in Lisbon changed, and over 600 children abandoned the streets, having returned to their respective families or to the institutions that they had left. 

In 1994 the Project’s Second Phase started and it was called, Working with Street Children – Being Able to Grow in a Family. The Project then assigned teams to the communities where there were street children. 

Now the situation is dramatically different and there are hardly any street children. A new social context replaced these children by children and youngster who are drug addicts or who are child prostitutes. Hence now the Project has adapted itself to this new reality in order to break, at the earliest possible stage, the marginality cycle the child finds him or herself in. 

The Child Support Institute has hence specialised in providing assistance to street children, interpreting the changes in the phenomenon of these last years and focuses its activity on disadvantaged neighbourhoods where most of these young people come.

 In 2007, this Street Project supported and provided assistance to 70 runaway children and young persons.

To eradicate the phenomenon of Child Labor State contributed the creation of three specific structures of intervention by the Portuguese government.

1. PIEC – the Programme for Social Inclusion and Citizenship, under the scope of the Ministry of Solidarity and Social Security, develops integrated solutions to provide support for children and young individuals in risk of social exclusion.

The PIEC promotes social inclusion mainly through the Integrated Programme of Education and Training (PIEF), program which promotes the completion of compulsory schooling among children who are not regularly attending school. On the field, the children in situation of child labour are targeted as the top priority for intervention.

2. The PIEF consists on personalized educational plans that integrates a scholar dimension, promoting the fulfilment of compulsory schooling; a training dimension for the occupation and vocational guidance, in cooperation with public and private entities of the local community, accordingly to interests and expectations of the students; and a education for citizenship dimension, with the promotion of social interest and solidarity activities.

The latest data from PIEF collected on July 30th, 2011, which monitored the reference period, shows 189 class-groups registered of a total of 2852 students. Their geographical distribution in Portugal’s mainland is: 64 class-groups in the North, 22 in the Center, 62 in Lisbon and river Tagus Valey (LVT), 24 in Alentejo and 17 in the Algarve.

Table 2. number of students included in PIEF by class-group 

over their geographical distribution and their class attendance.

	 
	Number of classes
	Students attending
	%
	Registered Students
	%
	Attendance Rate %

	North
	64
	769
	
	943
	
	81,5

	Center
	22
	231
	
	257
	
	89,9

	LVT
	62
	752
	
	1059
	
	71,0

	Alentejo
	24
	268
	
	324
	
	82,7

	Algarve
	17
	220
	
	269
	
	81,8

	Total
	189
	2240
	 
	2852
	 
	78,5

	Note: attendance rate= nº students attending*100/ nº registered students
	


                

3. The National Confederation for Action on Child Labour (CNASTI) brings together civil society organizations that have taken the common goal of combating child labor, while exploitation form, and supports child development with a view to their future.

Please share the main challenges your Government has encountered when trying to protect and promote the rights of children working and/or living on the street.

 As the data and the information above as shown, this phenomenon has been practically eradicated in Portugal, indicating that the political measures and the investment made during the past years made possible overtaking the challenges found.

Please indicate by what mechanisms children in street situations, in particular girls, can access child friendly counselling and report alleged violations of the rights.

Children in Portugal can access child friendly counselling and report alleged violations of their rights since 1988 thanks to the existence of children help lines. These help lines, nowadays, are free for the callers, regardless if they are using cell phones or land lines. These help lines are provided by NGO’s (only on week days and on working hours) or by the Ministry of Social Welfare (24/365), but in both cases children will be attended by well trained professionals.

In the case of the city of Lisbon, the same NGO (Instituto de Apoio à Criança - http://www.iacrianca.pt/) provides personal attendance/counselling to children leaving on the streets.

Please provide information on any other aspects of interests on this subject matter and share any innovative approaches that your Government is taking in this regard.

The financial support given to families of young people provided by the state for the purpose of “Social Integration Income (RSI) and the guarantee of a national minimum wage (RMMG) to families with low economic resources with children as their dependents has also contributes to the eradication of child labour. Of great importance was also the decision taken in 2009 to increase compulsory school up to 12 years in Portugal, making it mandatory to every child from 6 years old to 18.
