Ljubljana, September 2011

THE OHCHR STUDY ON CHILDREN WORKING AND/OR LIVING ON THE STREET - CONTRIBUTION OF SLOVENIA
1. Please provide, if available, statistics on children working and/or living on the street. If no statistics are available, please explain what other means your Government uses to estimate the number of children working and/or living on the street.
Statistics are not available. 
Yearly in Slovenia there are a small number of children caught panhandling (Panhandling usually occurs when large groups arrive from East-European countries with the intention to beg.). The police do not have any special records that would allow statistical analysis of children who are caught begging, which is why we cannot provide an exact figure of the cases that were recorded in Slovenia over the last three years. In 2010 the police investigated 4 cases of child begging as criminal offence under Article 192 of the Penal Code (Neglect and Maltreatment of a Child). However, begging in Slovenia is growing and increasingly more children are doing it. 
2. Please provide information on projects and good practices undertaken by your Government to protect and promote the rights of children working and/or living on the street.

Since there is a small number of children living and/or working on the street, in Slovenia there are no projects dedicated to the protection and promotion of the rights of children working and/or living on the street. However, Slovenia pays patricular attention to the prevention measures, such as various legislative and program measures to decrease poverty (family and social benefits, free healthcare for children and free primary and secondary education; there are different additional measures to support the involvement of children in education; subsidy (up to 100 %) of preschool institution etc.). Children that have to be urgently removed from the environment in which they live can find temporary accommodation, daily care, information, counselling and learning assistance in 10 crisis centres for children and youth.
See also answer under point 5.

3. Please share the main challenges your Government has encountered when trying to protect and promote the rights of children working and/or living on the street.
As pointed out under point 1, begging in Slovenia is growing and increasingly more children are doing it. In this regard a very important challenge is the connection of these children with criminal groups. These groups force individuals to beg, focusing on children and mothers, i.e. a vulnerable group that potentially generates higher income. In most cases children and mothers with children are transported to various parts of Europe. If the victims refuse to cooperate, the facilitators try to force them into submission by intimidation, beating and threats, taking away their personal documents and exercising control over their lives.
4. Please indicate by what mechanisms children in street situations, in particular girls, can access child friendly counselling and report alleged violations of their rights.
When a child is not cared for by his/her parents or statutory representatives, he/she is provided with diffeerent forms of protection. An institution, organisation or anyone who learns of such a child, must notify the competent centre for social work thereof. The centre for social work selects the most suitable form of protection according to the circumstances in a specific case.  Parents, other persons, state bodies and holders of public authority must always act in the best interests of the child. We estimate that wide selection of protective measures, the network of centres for social work, crisis centres and an organised intervention service have prevented an increase in the number of children on the street.
As mentioned above (point no. 2), children can contact crisis centres for youth and children, which offer counselling interviews among other facilities. When cases of child begging are reported to the Police, the first thing to determine is the responsibility of parents. In all cases the Police have to contact the competent Social Work Centre in order to determine the threat to the child and trigger the procedures for its protection. When children are caught begging, the police will process the situation as a criminal offence under Article 192 of the Penal Code to the child's detriment while their legal guardians will be processed as perpetrators.
There are also different procedure and ways of assistance to victims of human trafficking, sexual and other forms of violence. The role of non-governmental organisations is crucial in this regard.
5. Please provide information on any other aspects of interest on this subject matter and share any innovative approaches that your Government is taking in this regard.
There are several projects and programmes that are aimed also to prevent children and adolescents to end up on the street. 

The crisis centres for youth and children (CCY) that have been in operation since 1995 provide services 24 hours a day and are intended for all children and adolescents aged 6-18 who find themselves in acute distress and therefore need to be urgently removed from the environment in which they live. Apart from accommodation, CCYs provide day care, information interviews, counselling interviews and learning assistance, organise thematic workshops and volunteer work, inform the general public and participate in supervision teams. There are currently ten crisis centres for youth and children. There are also family centres in Slovenia. The services of these family centres are free of charge and include programmes for personal growth of adolescents and children, leisure time activities, holiday activities, the organised day care of children, and professional help in tackling family problems. Note should also be taken of local community initiatives such as the establishment of youth centres in cities and towns of Slovenia.  The task of the youth centres is to provide a safe place for children and youth to meet and spend their free time in an active and organised manner.
The Project Learning for Young Adults programme (Projektno učenje za mlade – PUM) was launched in 2000. This is a training programme for young people aged 15-25 who have dropped out of school for different reasons.  Young people participate in this programme in order to pass exams and return to schools.  In addition to learning, the programme also focuses on numerous extra-curricular activities, production work and interesting projects.
Slovenia pays special attention to children also in two-year action plans of the Intergovernmental working group for combating trafficking in human beings. Special emphasis is given to awareness-raising projects in primary and secondary schools, among them a project named “Vijolica” carried out since 2002, and special care for unaccompanied children (migrants and asylum seekers).
