
 

   

OHCHR Expert Meeting on Climate Change and Human Rights 

Instructions for Breakout Discussion Groups 

6 – 7 October 2016 

Room XXIV, Geneva, Palais des Nations  

(please note no interpretation is available for this meeting) 

 

During the course of the expert meeting, there will be four breakout discussion groups. Each 

registered meeting participant will be assigned to one of the four breakout discussion groups. 

Breakout group assignments will be sent by email in advance of the meeting and be available 

in the room on the morning of 6 October. Non-registered participants will be distributed 

evenly to the breakout groups as and when they arrive. Each breakout group will also have a 

designated representative of the Secretariat supporting it. 

The breakout groups will meet in the same designated location for four sessions across the 

course of the two day expert meeting. Please note that Chatham house rules will apply to 

the breakout discussions. This means that comments and recommendations made may be 

reported but will not be attributed. Comments made during the plenary sessions will be 

considered public and attributable. 

This note includes guidelines for discussion group chairs, rapporteurs and participants as well 

as guiding questions for the discussion. We ask all meeting participants to read the note care-

fully. The discussion sessions will take place according to the schedule indicated. It should be 

noted that time limitations may not permit a full discussion of all the issues and questions. 

Therefore, all meeting participants should feel free to send their concrete suggestions and 

recommendations in writing to bschachter@ohchr.org. 

Chairs – Guide and focus the discussion, ensure speaking opportunities for all, keep track of 

time and ensure discussion ends in sufficient time for participants to return to the plenary. 

Coordinate with Rapporteurs to identify main points to report back to plenary sessions. 

Rapporteurs – Take note of the discussion and distil into concrete conclusions and recom-

mendations for action which will be reported back to the plenary session. Rapporteurs for the 

first breakout discussion will have 5 minutes each to report back to the plenary on the even-

ing of 6 October (17.50 – 18.00). Rapporteurs for the second and third breakout discussions 

will have 3 minutes each to report back to the plenary on the evening of 7 October (17.30 – 

18.00). Rapporteurs are encouraged to send their additional comments and notes in writing to 

bschachter@ohchr.org. Designated representatives of the Secretariat will also take notes. 

Participants – Please keep your remarks short and focussed. Owing to unexpectedly high 

interest in this meeting the discussion groups will be quite large. This will require creative 

and cooperative use of space in the meeting areas. Please report promptly to your designated 

discussion group to help the facilitators and rapporteurs to ensure a smoothly running discus-

sion. 

Objectives – In your discussion, please keep in mind the desired objectives of the meeting. 

These include: building momentum toward and developing a strategy for integration of hu-

man rights in climate action including at the UNFCCC and COP22; increasing awareness of 

the links between human rights and climate change, including by promoting improved moni-

toring of the human rights impacts of climate change; and developing an action agenda for 

human rights and climate change. 
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6 October 2016 

 

12.15 – 13.00 – Introductory Breakout Session 

 

Group 1  

Support: Luisa  
Group 2 

Support: Anne-Sophie 
Group 3 

Support: Suzan 
Group 4 

Support: Christie 

Chair: Barbara Ruis  Chair: Ben Schachter  Chair: Verona Col-

lantes  
Chair: Joni Pegram  

 

Chairs should introduce themselves and the questions for the session. All participants will 

need to work with the support staff to determine the best seating arrangements / meeting loca-

tion for the group. This will then be maintained throughout each session. 

 

Chairs should ask discussants to introduce themselves and where they work. Discussants may 

also wish to briefly describe their objectives and expectations for the meeting and take the 

opportunity to provide a brief comment or recommendation related to the morning presenta-

tions. There will be no rapporteur for this session as there is insufficient time for a formal 

discussion. Participants may wish to reflect on the guiding questions below, continue the 

conversation over lunch, submit comments in writing, and respond to these questions as rele-

vant in subsequent sessions. 

 

1. Why and how are climate change impacts experienced by indigenous peoples, wom-

en, children and persons with disabilities different from the impacts experienced by 

other persons? How can these impacts be better monitored by government and other 

actors? 
 

2. Who are the duty-bearers and what concrete actions should they take, including with-

in mitigation and adaption efforts, to protect rights from impacts of climate change? 

Further, what actors are responsible for holding duty-bearers accountable and how 

should they do so? 
 

3. What specific legal obligations and principles apply at both national and international 

levels (e.g. regarding participation, access to remedy and equity)? 
 

4. What is the relevance of the 2030 Agenda to this discussion, and in particular the 

Leave No One Behind agenda? 
 

5. What are existing best practices in addressing the needs, rights and contributions of 

people in vulnerable situations? How can these practices be best used to inform ac-

tions and mechanisms for the protection of the human rights of those most impacted 

by climate change? 
 

15.45 – 17.30 – First Breakout Discussion (displacement) 

 

Group 1  

Support: Luisa  
Group 2 

Support: Anne-Sophie 
Group 3 

Support: Suzan 
Group 4 

Support: Christie 

Chair: Pia Oberoi 

Rptr: Ellen Hansen  
Chair: Atle Solberg 

Rptr: Michelle Yone-

tani  

Chair: Geoff Dabelko  

Rptr: Marco Toscano-

Rivalta  

Chair: Dina Ionesco 

Rptr: Oliver Toohey 

 



 

   

The Chair and Rapporteur should introduce themselves and the subject matter of the discus-

sion. Any new discussants should be given the opportunity to briefly introduce themselves. 

To conserve time, there should be no repeated introductions from the previous session. The 

Chair and Rapporteur may exercise their discretion in determining how to most effectively 

conduct and focus the discussion. The guiding questions for the session are as follows: 

 

1. What are some of the particular challenges and protection concerns when considering 

climate change as a driver of displacement and migration? 

 

2. What concrete actions should be taken by governments, UN agencies, international and 

local organisations to better protect the rights of people displaced by the effects of climate 

change and of those migrating in the context of climate change?  Are approaches the 

same for people who are displaced by climate change related activities (i.e. mitiga-

tion/adaptation)? What obligations does the State have towards people displaced by cli-

mate change-related activities (ie. mitigation/adaptation)? 

 

3. There has been significant academic work on the legal aspects of the concept of ‘compli-

mentary protection’ for people displaced by climate change, although this has only had 

limited testing in jurisprudence.  What can be done to better catalyse political leadership 

to make this theory a reality?  What role can human rights instruments/provisions have in 

admission/stay policies and international (temporary) protection? 

 

4. How can the international Human Rights infrastructure better engage with mechanisms 

dealing with climate displaced people?  What are the processes needed to make this hap-

pen? 

 

7 October 2016 

 

11.30 – 13.00 – Second Breakout Discussion (human rights mechanisms) 

 

Group 1  

Support: Luisa  
Group 2 

Support: Anne-Sophie 
Group 3 

Support: Suzan 
Group 4 

Support: Christie 

Chair: Yves Lador 

Rptr: Khalid Ramli  
Chair: Nahla Haidar 

Rptr: Lara Ognibene  
Chair: Isabell Kempf 

Rptr: Michael Burger  
Chair: Victoria Tauli-

Corpuz  

Rptr: Katharina Rall  

 

The Chair and Rapporteur should introduce themselves and the subject matter of the discus-

sion. Any new discussants should be given the opportunity to briefly introduce themselves. 

To conserve time, there should be no repeated introductions from the previous sessions. The 

Chair and Rapporteur may exercise their discretion in determining how to most effectively 

conduct and focus the discussion. The guiding questions for the session are as follows: 

 

1. Why is it important to integrate human rights in climate action? What are the conse-

quences of failing to do so? 



 

   

2. Which human rights mechanisms are currently addressing climate change? What are 

their achievements? What more can they do? 

3. What role can human rights mechanisms play in promoting a rights-based approach to 

climate action? How can they make a difference? 

4. What is the relevance of the 2030 Agenda and other development outcomes and pro-

cesses to this discussion? How can human rights mechanisms contribute to monitor-

ing climate commitments? 

 

16.30 – 17.30 – Third Breakout Discussion (UNFCCC processes) 

 

Group 1  

Support: Luisa  
Group 2 

Support: Anne-Sophie 
Group 3 

Support: Suzan 
Group 4 

Support: Christie 

Chair: Stella Funsani 

Gama 
Rptr: Josep Gari 

 

Chair: Mariana Bol-

shakova  

Rptr: Geert Freemout 

 

Chair: Sébastien 

Duyck 

Rptr: Hindou Ouma-

rou Ibrahim  

Chair: Vicente Yu 

Rptr: Maria Jose Ve-

ramendi 

 

 

The Chair and Rapporteur should introduce themselves and the subject matter of the discus-

sion. Any new discussants should be given the opportunity to briefly introduce themselves. 

To conserve time, there should be no repeated introductions from the previous sessions. The 

Chair and Rapporteur may exercise their discretion in determining how to most effectively 

conduct and focus the discussion. The guiding questions for the session are as follows: 

 

1. Why is it important to integrate human rights in climate action? What are the conse-

quences of failing to do so? 

2. How can stakeholders engage at the intergovernmental level to support better integra-

tion of human rights in UNFCCC processes? What are the major entry points?  

3. What actions can be taken at the domestic level to better integrate human rights in 

climate actions under the UNFCCC? (e.g. encouraging the use of NDCs as instru-

ments to promote the enjoyment of human rights) 

4. Which actors are critical and what actions should they be taking? (e.g. Geneva Pledge 

States, the Climate Vulnerable Forum, civil society organizations, UN Agencies, etc.) 

5. Where should advocacy and resources be focussed to have the greatest impact? 

 

 


