
QUESTIONNAIRE: UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON THE SITUATION OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS DEFENDERS 

Theme: “Large-scale development projects and human rights defenders” 

To human rights defenders and national institutions - Concise answers will be very much 

appreciated.  Please provide examples to illustrate as much as possible and send additional materials if 

felt necessary.   

1. Please indicate what you see as the main challenges and opportunities of a human rights-based 

approach to development, with particular attention to large-scale development projects and the 

role, protection and effective participation of human rights defenders.  What do you think are the 

best measures to mitigate the challenges? Kindly provide examples of good practices in this 

respect. 

 

2. Please explain how, in your view, large-scale development projects can best be elaborated in 

order to the effective participation of human rights defenders.  Please describe participation/ 

consultation mechanisms in place and provide examples of good practices.   

 

3. How do you think that human rights defenders can effectively monitor the impact of large-scale 

development projects? Please provide examples of successful experiences/ mechanisms in this 

regard and kindly address the issues below. 

a. Kindly indicate how relevant information about large-scale development projects is made 

available and accessible to the public.  Provide concrete examples if applicable.  

b. How can defenders complain if they feel that human rights are unduly restricted or 

violated in the context of the implementation of large-scale development projects? Kindly 

provide concrete examples of mechanisms in place to seek redress at every stage of the 

process, that is, assessment, design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation.    

c. How do you ensure that human rights defenders can peacefully voice their opposition to 

development projects without fear of intimidation or violence of any sort?   

 

4. How, in your view, can business and corporations involved in large-scale development and 

investment projects be best monitored regarding corporate social responsibility principles and 

their engagement with human rights defenders?  What is, in your view, the role of defenders in 

this process and how could their capacity to engage be strengthened?  

 

5. How, in your view, should development cooperation programmes integrate the role of human 

rights defenders and the notion of a safe and enabling environment in recipient countries? How do 

you think can the expertise of human rights defenders on the ground be best used to design, 

implement, monitor and evaluate development cooperation programmes?  How should security/ 

protection concerns be addressed when necessary?  

 

 


