
1 

 

 

 
 

 
Twenty-second session of the Human Rights Council 

25 February to 22 March 2013 
 

Panel Discussion on the Negative Impact of Corruption  
on the Enjoyment of Human Rights 

 
 

Presentation by  Phil Matsheza, Global Policy Advisor- Anti-Corruption 
Democratic Governance Group (DGG), Bureau for Development Policy (BDP) 

United Nations Development Programme  (UNDP) 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------- 

The President of the Human Rights Council, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the moderator, 
distinguished participants, may I take this opportunity to thank the OHCHR for recognizing the 
challenges that corruption poses to human rights and organizing this panel to share perspectives 
on this important and evolving subject. 

While there has been considerable progress made to date, in the linkages between human rights 
and corruption, the divide remains but it’s getting thinner and thinner by the day. The two 
disciplines come from different backgrounds and the terminologies are not always 
interchangeable. The human rights movement is older and benefits from the norms and standards 
developed over the last 60 years. For example, corruption used to be largely seen from a criminal 
and enforcement angle where AC experts want to apprehend criminals, whereas human rights 
defenders were sometimes seen as making unsubstantiated allegations.  

From the UNDP angle, the glue that brings the discourse together is the human factor, which is 
the center of both human development and human rights protection. It’s the human face to 
corruption and human rights violation.  There seems to be a consensus on the negative impact of 
corruption and this is supported by figures from many sources which show the extent of 
hemorrhaging of public resources by a few corrupt individuals. We may question methodologies 
and accuracy of figures but I do not think that the concept itself is deniable. 

Some of the General estimates of the costs of corruption include 
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• Each year corruption is estimated to have cost more than 5% of the global GDP (US$2.6 
trillion)1. 

• According to recent estimates, for every US$1 least Developed Countries (LDCs) receive 
in official development aid (ODA), an estimated US$10 flows illicitly abroad.  

• According to the latest report from Global Financial Integrity (2012) developing 
countries lost US$5.86 trillion to illicit outflows between 2001 and 2010. These resources 
would have been more than enough to meet  most of  the MDGs targets by 2015.  

• US$100 billion is lost every year to commercial trade mispricing. Over 5 years, this 
amounts to US$500 billion. This would be enough to fund the education, HIV/AIDs, 
hunger, water and sanitation MDGs combined between 2010 and 2015 – According to 
official UN estimates.  

• African Union estimates that corruption costs African economies more than US$ 148 
billion dollars each year. This figure represents 25 percent of Africa’s GDP 

• If 10 percent of the money lost through corruption is recovered by anti-corruption 
interventions, about US$14.8 billion could be available for poverty reduction and 
development initiatives in Africa. 
 

UNDP’s   Experience in Fighting Corruption with a Human Rights Perspective  
 
UNDP’s experience shows that it’s clearer to deal with corruption from a criminal angle than 
from a human rights perspective. Issues of causality are less complicated than when you start 
dealing with the whole chain of what caused what, when and  where ? 
 
UNDP is engaged in anti-corruption not just because it’s a crime but more so because it’s an 
impediment to its mandate of reducing poverty and promoting sustainable development. The 
figures cited above show that the extent of the leakages is massive and threatens achievement of 
these development goals. Corruption is in the forefront of demands by citizens for greater 
accountability and efficient utilization of resources by the public. As a result, anti-corruption is 
now accepted as an essential ingredient in national and global development agendas such as the 
2010 MDG Summit, the 2011 United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 
Group of 20 (G20) meetings etc. This is not enough; we need to deal with corruption going to the 
root causes in a preventive way. 
 
I just want to share with you some of the approaches and tools UNDP has used to address the 
negative impacts of corruption through human rights based approach. UNDP  is currently 
supporting a number of governments to implement risk management interventions in the health, 
water and sanitation, education and  climate change.  

                                                           
1
 International Chamber of Commerce, Transparency International, UN Global Compact, World Economic Forum, 

Clean Business is Good Business, 2009. 
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Our approach is integrated and multi-disciplinary. We have identified main principles in human 
rights and anti-corruption and by integrating them in our work; we are effectively promoting a 
human rights based approach. The common principles include:  transparency, accountability, 
citizen participation, rule of law, freedom of expression, right to information, equality and 
non-discrimination, equity and fairness. If you address these issues including state capacity you 
actually can minimize corruption without calling it so. 
 
The approach basically identifies risks and bottlenecks  in the delivery of a service and then 
builds a mitigation plan that involves, mapping of risks, identifying entry points for mitigation 
and then developing mitigation plans that involve  oversight by  both the government, CSO, 
community based organisations and the public. UNDP is supporting 24 countries addressing 
corruption risks in education, health and water sectors on a pilot basis Six countries have 
indicated an interest to join the pilots on a self-starter basis. . 
. 
 We are utilizing complaints mechanisms where by citizens organize themselves and lodge 
complaints to authorities for service delivery and its working very well in Costa Rica and 
Colombia where the government is increasing resources to support these initiatives. We 
deliberately target sectors which affect the poor most and approach it as a service delivery issue 
thereby depoliticizing the intervention. The issue of social accountability has had an impact in a 
number of countries in Asia particularly India and the Philippines where the access to 
information has been used to creatively hold local authorities accountable and it has contributed 
tremendously to improved delivery of social services.  

 UNDP has prioritized social accountability and engagement with civil society on the premise 
that fighting corruption is more effective with the involvement of citizenry in monitoring service 
delivery, raising awareness and working with governments to implement anti-corruption 
initiatives. Social accountability initiatives are also addressing three issues and concerns that 
come up regularly in the global discourse: i) the use of information and communication 
technologies (ICTs) in monitoring responsiveness,  ii) the need to strengthen transparency and 
accountability at the local level because corruption at that level has a particularly major impact 
on the poor; and iii) a lot of resources are wasted through inefficiency, and addressing this 
leakage could help rebuild confidence of the government and the citizenry. Social accountability 
initiatives are thus important for MDG acceleration and poverty reduction. In an institutional and 
political environment where access to and quality of public services suffer from corruption, 
citizens’ monitoring of services, budgets and infrastructure play a vital role in accelerating 
progress on the MDGs through enhanced accountability and transparency in government service 
delivery.  
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I hope that this meeting will help raise awareness on the negative impacts of corruption on the 
enjoyment of human rights and that fighting corruption enhances the human rights observation.--
------------------------------- 


