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Moderator: Mr. Craig Mokhiber, Chief, Development, Economic and Social Issues Branch, OHCHR 
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Mr. Craig Mokhiber heads the Development and Economic and Social Issues Branch at the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Geneva. A lawyer and specialist in international human rights law, policy and methodology, Mr. Mokhiber has served the UN since January of 1992. 
Previously, Mr. Mokhiber served as head of the Human Rights and Development Team, Deputy Director of the New York Office of OHCHR, UN Senior Human Rights Advisor in both the Occupied Palestinian Territories and in Afghanistan, Chief of the team of human rights specialists attached to the High Level Mission on Darfur, Head of the Rule of Law and Democracy Unit, and Chief of the Economic and Social Issues Section at OHCHR Headquarters.  
Mr. Mokhiber’s fieldwork includes many human rights missions in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Latin America and Eastern Europe. Before joining the UN, he worked as an NGO activist, human rights advocate, and lawyer in private practice.

H.E. Mr. Zamir Akram 
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As Pakistan’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations and other International Organizations in Geneva from 2008 to 2015, Zamir Akram has played a leading role in several areas including Disarmament, Human Rights, Refugees, Humanitarian Affairs, Trade and Development, Intellectual Property, Labour and Health. He was instrumental in promoting consensus on contentious resolutions regarding religious intolerance, freedom of religion and freedom of expression. In 2015 Ambassador Akram was elected as Chair-Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council Working Group on the Right to Development. Ambassador Akram joined the Pakistan Foreign Service in 1978 and served in several vital posts including the (former) Soviet Union, India, the United States (twice) and the United Nations (twice). He has dealt with key issues including Afghanistan, Nuclear non-proliferation, arms controls and disarmament, disaster response and recovery, UN reforms, human rights and counterterrorism during his career.
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Dr. Mihir Kanade is the Head of the Department of International Law and Human Rights at the United Nations-mandated University for Peace (UPEACE), headquartered in Costa Rica. He is also the Director of the UPEACE Human Rights Centre. He holds a Ph.D. in Peace and Conflict Studies, specializing in International Human Rights Law, and a Master degree in International Law and the Settlement of Disputes from UPEACE. He also holds a LL.B. from Nagpur University, India. He is an adjunct professor at Long Island University (USA), Universidad Alfonso X El Sabio (Spain), and a visiting professor at Université Cheick Anta Diop (Senegal). His principal area of academic research is Globalization and Human Rights. Prior to his pursuit in academia, Dr. Kanade practiced for 6 years as a lawyer in the Supreme Court of India and the Bombay High Court, focusing on issues of fundamental human rights violations. 
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Dr Priscilla Schwartz is Senior Lecturer in Law at the School of Law and Social Sciences, University of East London. Prior to joining UEL, she taught at the University of Leicester and at Queen Mary College, University of London. At Leicester, she won the Law Society "Lecturer of the year 2011/12" Award. She obtained her PhD in Law and LLM from the University of London, Queen Mary and King’s College respectively; and her BA and LLB (Hons) from Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone.
Dr Schwartz is the Deputy Chair of the African International Economic Law Network, Mandela Institute South Africa, and the book review editor of the Manchester Journal of International Economic Law. She is also a visiting lecturer at the School of Law, University of Birmingham. Dr Schwartz has research interests in the field of international law and policy relating to development. She focuses on the international legal and institutional framework for addressing growth aspects of development in developing states, critically examining pertinent legal processes, economic concepts and state and institutional practices. Her areas of interest include: finance, investment, trade, natural resources exploitation, technology acquisition, and the environmental sustainability of development activities.

Dr. Maria Mercedes Rossi
[image: image5.emf]Dr. Maria Rossi is the Main Representative of Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII at the United Nations in Geneva and New York. She worked as a missionary doctor with the Catholic Diocese of Ndola in Zambia for 20 years from 1988 to 2008. In Ndola, she also served as Medical Advisor for the Red Cross; Chairperson of the Link Association for Relief of Children, the provincial network of NGOs/CBOs advocating for Orphans and Vulnerable Children; and at Chifubu Government Health Centre. She served the Home Care programme for the chronically ill and AIDS patients in the Copperbelt, Zambia; as AIDS Coordinator in the AIDS Department of the Ndola Diocese; with Chicetekelo Youth Project and as Representative of the Association Pope John XXIII in Zambia. Dr. Rossi received several awards, including the Award Baldassari Arduino “Associazione Amici di Roul Follerau" for thesis on Leprosy, Special Woman - City of Pesaro (Italy)-Woman of the Year. Her research focused on HIV, Tuberculosis and Malaria. She holds a degree in Medicine (MD) and a Speciality in Infectious Diseases, a Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (D.T.M. & H), and a Master in Public Health (MPH).
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