INTERACTIVE DEBATE ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Thursday, 1st March 2012, 12:00 to 15:00, Room XX; Geneva, Palais des Nations 

Mandate
At its sixteenth session, the Human Rights Council decided that its next annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities would be held at its nineteenth session, and that it would focus on participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life. The Council also requested the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to prepare a study on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, and to make the study available on the OHCHR website, in an accessible format, prior to the nineteenth session of the Human Rights Council (Human Rights Council resolution 16/15, paras. 16 and 17). The study is available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disability/Pages/ThematicStudies.aspx
Date and venue
Thursday 1st March 2011, from 12:00 to 15:00, Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland
Aims and Objectives
The panel aims to highlight good practices in the field of participation of persons with disabilities in elections and in the conduct of public affairs, and to identify the main challenges that still prevent or limit the equal and effective participation of persons with disabilities in the political and public life of their countries.
Opening statement: Ms Navi Pillay, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Moderators:

· H.E. Ms Laura Dupuy Lasserre, President of the Human Rights Council (12:00 – 13:00)
· H.E. Mr Christian Strohal, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council (13:00 – 15:00)
Panellists
· Ms Theresia Degener, Rapporteur, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

· Mr Alex Ndeezi, Member of Parliament, Uganda
· Mr J Patrick Clarke, President, Down Syndrome International
· Ms Shantha Rau Barriga, Researcher/Advocate on disability rights, Human Rights Watch
Format

The opening addresses and the presentations by the panellists will be followed by an interactive discussion. This discussion will be divided in two slots of 60 minutes each (45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panellists). 
The modalities of the panel are: 7 minutes for panellists, 3 minutes for Member States and 2 minutes for Observers. Depending on the number of speakers inscribed, the moderator may readjust the speaking time appropriately in order to enhance the interactive nature of the discussion. The interactive debate will be followed by concluding remarks by the moderator.

States, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations are encouraged to participate and make their contributions to the debate, subject to the modalities and the practice of the Council. In particular, NGO coordination is strongly encouraged to maximize the use of time.
Outcome
The debate will seek to identify good practices in the field of participation of persons with disabilities in elections and in the conduct of public affairs. It will also contribute to raising awareness of the challenges that persons with disabilities continue to face in the exercise of their political rights, with a view to considering possible measures to strengthen the participation of persons with disabilities in the political and public life of their countries. An informal summary of the debate will be posted on the OHCHR website.
Background

Article 25 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights recognizes and protects the right of every citizen to take part in the conduct of public affairs, the right to vote and to be elected and the right to have access to public service. The list of political rights contained in this provision is based on article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Political rights have also been included in a number of other international human rights conventions, including the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (ICMW). At the regional level, political rights have been included, inter alia, in the first Protocol to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the American Convention on Human Rights and the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights.
Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) sets out the rights of persons with disabilities in their participation in political and public life. It requires that States parties to the Convention guarantee political rights to persons with disabilities and adopt all appropriate measures to ensure that they enjoy these rights on an equal basis with others.
This provision encompasses a broad notion of participation in political and public life. At one level, it refers to political participation in terms of the right to vote and be elected (art. 29 (a)). In broader terms, article 29 (b) requires States parties to the Convention to take appropriate steps to promote an enabling environment in which persons with disabilities can effectively and fully participate in the conduct of public affairs, without discrimination and on an equal basis with others. 

In its broadest sense, participation is a theme that runs throughout the whole Convention. Full and effective participation and inclusion in society are included in the list of general principles that guide the interpretation and implementation of the entire Convention (art. 3 (c)). Article 4 of the Convention includes an obligation to consult and involve persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the development and implementation of legislation and policies to implement the Convention, as well as in decision-making processes affecting their lives and their full participation and inclusion in society (art. 4, para. 3).
In its resolution 16/15, the Human Rights Council requested OHCHR to prepare a thematic study on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life, “in consultation with relevant stakeholders, including States, regional organizations, including regional integration organizations, United Nations agencies, the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social Development of the Economic and Social Council, civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, and national human rights institutions. 
OHCHR sent a note verbale to Member States and letters to intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, national human rights institutions, the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social Development requesting responses to a set of questions related to the thematic study. The questionnaire was also sent to United Nations human rights field presences. OHCHR received over 100 written contributions from stakeholders. The study and the submissions received are available on the OHCHR website: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disability/Pages/StudyPoliticalAndPublicLife.aspx
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