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INTRODUCTION 

Issued every two months, the OHCHR ESCR Bulletin aims at sharing news, activities, key events and new resources relevant to economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR), with a focus on the work of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The Bulletin is edited by the Human Rights and Economic and Social Issues Section, Research and Right to Development Division (HRESIS/RRDD). For feedback and further information on the work of OHCHR as mentioned in this volume: escrbulletin@ohchr.org
The OHCHR ESCR Bulletin contains links and references to non-OHCHR material, websites and other online information. These are provided only as a convenience, and the inclusion of a link or reference does not imply any endorsement by OHCHR. 
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HIGHLIGHTS
New ratifications: The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol 
The Republic of Haiti became the 161 country to ratify the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on 10 October 2013. On 14 August 2014 the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia signed the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. On 24 September 2013, Montenegro became the eleventh country to ratify the international convention and on the same day the Republic of Angola and the Republic of Benin also became signatories to the Optional Protocol. 
Enforced disappearances: UN expert group to examine more than 300 cases and study the impact of enforced disappearances on economic, social and cultural rights
The UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances met in Geneva from 4 to 13 November, to examine cases from 31 countries. During their session the experts also held an expert consultation on the impact of enforced disappearances on economic, social, and cultural rights. The group of experts noted that those whose economic, social and cultural rights are not duly protected are in a more vulnerable situation to become victims of enforced disappearances. “The protection of such rights is key in the prevention and eradication of enforced disappearances,” they stressed.
· For further information please see:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disappearances/Pages/DisappearancesIndex.aspx   

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=13982&LangID=E  

The Africa Union commits’ to “the right to adequate food” 
On 30 October 2013 the African Union used this year’s Africa Day for Food and Nutrition Security (Africa Day) to buttress the concept of the “right to adequate food” as an organizing framework for policies and strategies to address food and nutrition insecurity in Africa. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Olivier De Schutter noted that; “It is highly encouraging that the Africa Day will focus on how the international human rights framework can strengthen African approaches to food security. Human rights-based approaches to hunger, involving legal entitlements – to productive resources, to accessing food, to social protection – are making tracks all around the world.”

· The full press statement is available at:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=13921&LangID=E 

The Second Anniversary of the Maastricht Principles on Extraterritorial Obligations of States  
On 28 September 2013, a group of United Nations human rights experts urged governments worldwide to take into account a set of guidelines on extraterritorial obligations adopted by leading specialists in international law and human rights on 28 September 2011 in Maastricht, the Netherlands. The experts noted: “The Maastricht Principles filled a critical gap in the international legal framework, allowing human rights to effectively respond to the negative impacts of globalisation that cannot be regulated by one State alone.”
· The full press statement is available at:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=13792&LangID=E 
· The Maastricht Principles can be found at:
http://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/web/Institutes/MaastrichtCentreForHumanRights/MaastrichtETOPrinciples.htm 
Human Rights Council creates an Independent Expert on the Human Rights of Older Persons 
In its 24th session, which took place in September-October 2013, the Human Rights Council decided, by resolution 24/20, to create a new mandate, the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons. The Independent Experts is requested to, inter alia, assess the implementation of existing international instruments with regard to older persons, identify best practices, and work in cooperation with States in order to foster the implementation of measures that contribute to the promotion and protection of the rights of older persons. The resolution makes extensive reference to key economic, social and cultural rights, such as the rights to health, and work. The mandate-holder will be appointed in the March 2014 session. 
· For further information please see:
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/latest-news/un-human-rights-council-creates-new-independent-expert-on-older-peoples-rights/ 
Coca-Cola leads the way on land rights through pressure from Oxfam campaign
The world’s most well-known brand, Coca-Cola, announced major commitments to respect and protect land and other rights of farmers and communities in their supply chain. Responding to Oxfam’s campaign against land-grabbing, Coca-Cola has promised to set a new standard for land policies in the industry. Coca-Cola has publicly acknowledged its “responsibility to take action and use influence to help protect the land rights of local communities.” It will publicly advocate that food and beverage companies, traders (especially of soy, sugar and palm) as well as sourcing country governments endorse and implement the UN Voluntary Guidelines on Land Tenure and responsible agriculture investment (VGGTs). It will also work with industry platforms like the Consumer Goods Forum and SAI Platform to encourage the development of an industry-wide commitment on sustainable sugarcane. 
· For further information please see:
http://www.coca-colacompany.com/stories/sourcing-sustainably-coke-takes-leadership-role-to-protect-land-rights-of-farmers-and-communities    

http://politicsofpoverty.oxfamamerica.org/2013/11/08/coca-cola-leads-the-way-on-land-rights/  
OHCHR IN COUNTRIES
Togo: mobilization for the implementation of CESCR 
On October 24- 26, OHCHR-Togo supported the organization of a workshop in Sokodé to raise awareness of the ICESCR and the OP-ICESCR and to disseminate the recommendations of the CESCR following its review of Togo’s initial report in May 2013. Members of 25 CSOs from various regions participated in the workshop, as well as representatives of international human rights organizations. The workshop addressed the content of ESCR, ESCR protection mechanisms, thematic priorities, and monitoring and advocacy actions issuing from the CESCR recommendations. OHCHR-Togo is stepping up its efforts to promote ESCR in the country, especially amongst civil society, the judiciary and the Government.

· For further information please see:
http://www.hcdh-togo.org/fr/accueil.html and http://op-icescr.escr-net.org/blog/2013/10/28/meetings-op-icescr-ratification-benin-and-togo
Haiti: Ratification of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
The Republic of Haiti became the 161 country to ratify the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on 10 October 2013. This comes almost two years after Haiti’s Parliament authorized the ratification, and follows publication of the Covenant in the official journal Le Moniteur. The momentum for ratification drew on a series of 2011 activities led by the Network of Young Parliamentarians (Reseau des Jeunes Parlementaires) with support from OHCHR-Haiti and MINUSTAH. The young people’s rousing presentations and mock sessions explaining the importance of the ICESCR inspired the members of Parliament to take the first step, and now the government has followed through.
Ecuador: Launch of the Inequalities Atlas 
The Inequalities Atlas produced by the National Secretariat for Planning and Development (SENPLADES), with the technical support of OHCHR HRA in Ecuador, was officially launched on October 24th coinciding with UN day. The Inequalities Atlas includes statistics and maps of persistent gaps in the enjoyment of economic and social rights in different regions of the country as well as disaggregated information on gender and ethnicity (indigenous peoples and afro Ecuadorians). The Atlas has served as the baseline of Ecuador’s recently launched National Development Plan and helped shape its National Strategy for Poverty Eradication. The Atlas is already contributing to a more coherent and targeted approach to inequalities in public policy as well as a more efficient distribution of public resources.

· The Atlas is available online at: 

http://documentos.senplades.gob.ec/Atlas de las Desigualdades.pdf .
Kyrgyzstan: A new housing code
On 9 July 2013, the new housing code came into effect following the approval of the President. The new Code defines the roles and responsibilities of national and local self-government bodies in relation to housing. The Code also requires the Government to create a National Housing Fund to address resource constraints which are a major obstacle to the realisation of the right to adequate housing in Kyrgyzstan. 
The new Code, compared to the previous one, incorporates a number of positive provisions relating to evictions, security of tenure and providing social support to disadvantaged groups. However, the Code still fails to fully comply with relevant international standards. Starting in 2009, OHCHR has provided technical support and expertise for the drafting of the new Code. 

· The new code (Russian only) can be accessed at:

http://online.adviser.kg/Document/?doc_id=31417247
Tajikistan: Drafting of a new housing code
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On 25 September, a public discussion on Tajikistan’s draft housing code involved consultations with over 40 stakeholders from government, parliament, the Ombudsman’s Office, civil society and the international community. Civil society participation stressed the need to ensure the Code’s compliance with international standards. The draft code, expected to be adopted by early 2014, recognizes that everyone has the right to adequate housing and includes provisions on social housing and protection of vulnerable groups, amongst others. 

OHCHR Regional Office for Central Asia supported the drafting of the Code through participating in drafting sessions and providing expertise to strengthen provisions guaranteeing security of tenure, prevention of forced evictions and expropriation of land and property for State and public needs. 
Central Asia: Capacity-building of Ombudsman institutes and NGOs 
Ombudsmen and NGO representatives from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan enhanced their awareness of processes for monitoring and protecting the right to adequate housing. The OHCHR Regional Office for Central Asia, in collaboration with Human Rights and Economic and Social Issues Section (HERSIS) of OHCHR, organized a regional training in Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyzstan from the 27th -to the 30th of August. 
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Twenty-five participants took part in the training which, among others things, focused on enhancing  conceptual understanding of key aspects of the right to adequate housing,  developing skills to strengthen human rights monitoring at the  national level, particularly through monitoring legislation, policies, budget, specific cases and events.  NGO participants in the training established a regional network, “Central Asian Network for Social Inclusion”, to share their experiences and information. 
Fiji: Highlight on the right to adequate housing on World Habitat Day: 
On 7 October 2013 – World Habitat Day – the OHCHR Regional Office for the Pacific and partners supported the publication of a 4-page supplement to the Fiji Times (main English daily in Fiji) on urbanization, informal settlements and the right to adequate housing. This forms part of a sub-regional initiative on housing rights in Melanesia and partnership between OHCHR, UNDP Pacific Centre, UN-Habitat, the University of the South Pacific and the Pacific Media Assistance Scheme. This initiative aims at strengthening the capacity of journalists in the region to undertake rights-based reporting on informal settlements and promote informed public discussions. 
EVENTS
RECENT EVENTS 
The special event towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
On 25 September 2013 at the 68th session of the General Assembly a special event was held towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, many of which such as improving maternal health, achieving universal primary education or eradicating extreme poverty and hunger have a focus on ESCR. In an plenary meeting on 9 October 2013: The UN General Assembly (UNGA) adopted the outcome of the Special Event to Follow-Up Efforts towards Achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The document (A/68/L.4) discusses means for scaling up action to achieve the MDGs by 2015, and details the UN process for negotiating a post-2015 development agenda. 
· The more information on  adoption of the outcome of the Special Event to Follow-Up please see: http://post2015.iisd.org/news/unga-adopts-mdg-special-event-outcome/218640/  
24th session of the Human Rights Council: Reports relevant to ESCR
► Access documents listed below in all available UN official languages: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session24/Pages/ListReports.aspx  
	Mandates* and offices
	Main focus / relevant sections
	Symbol number

	OHCHR
	Best practices in the application of traditional values while promoting and protecting human rights and upholding human dignity

	A/HRC/24/22

	OHCHR
	Consultation on the promotion and protection of the human rights of older persons - rights to work, health and social security

	A/HRC/24/25

	OHCHR
	 Role and achievements of OHCHR Cambodia – land       and housing rights
	A/HRC/24/32

	OHCHR
	The situation of human rights and the activities of OHCHR in the Democratic Republic of the Congo - Violations of economic, social and cultural rights and the illegal exploitation of natural resources
	A/HRC/24/33

	Special Rapporteur on Cambodia
	Annual report with focus on Follow-up to recommendations on the judiciary, Parliament, elections, and on economic and other land concessions – Economic and other land concessions
	A/HRC/24/36

	Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples
	Extractive industries and indigenous peoples – Land and natural resources
	A/HRC/24/41

	Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples
	Addendum - The situation of indigenous peoples in Namibia – Land, health and education
	A/HRC/24/41/Add.1

	Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples
	Addendum - La situación de los pueblos indígenas en El Salvador – Education
	A/HRC/24/41/Add.2

	Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples
	Addendum - Consultations on the situation of indigenous peoples in Asia - Land
	A/HRC/24/41/Add.3

	Special Rapporteur on the right to water and sanitation
	Addendum - Mission to Kiribati (23-26 July 2012) -  Impact of climate change and international cooperation
	A/HRC/24/44/Add.1

	Special Rapporteur on the right to water and sanitation
	Addendum - Mission to Tuvalu (17-19 July 2012) –  Impact of climate change and international cooperation
	A/HRC/24/44/Add.2

	Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation
	Addendum - Mission to Thailand (1-8 February 2013) –  Basic rural sanitation 
	A/HRC/24/44/Add.3

	Commission of Inquiry on Syria
	Updated report on the work of the Commission – Sieges and attacks on food security 
	A/HRC/24/46

	Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	Study of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples – Cultural rights
	A/HRC/24/50

	Working Group  of Experts on People of African Descent
	Report of its twelfth session – Education and cultural rights
	A/HRC/24/52

	Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent
	Addendum - Mission to the UK – Education and cultural rights
	A/HRC/24/52/Add.1

	Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent
	Addendum - Mission to Panama – Education and cultural rights
	A/HRC/24/52/Add.2

	Working Group  of Experts on People of African Descent
	Addendum - Mission to the UK comments by the State on the report of the Working Group – Education and cultural rights
	A/HRC/24/52/Add.3

	Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent
	Addendum - Misión a Panamá:– Education and cultural rights
	A/HRC/24/52/Add.4

	World Health Organization
	Study on mortality among children under five years of age as a human rights concern - Note by the Secretary-General - Health
	A/HRC/24/60

	Commission of Inquiry on Syria
	Assault on medical care in Syria - Health
	A/HRC/24/CRP.2


68th session of the General Assembly: Reports relevant to ESCR
► Access documents listed below in all available UN official languages: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/GA67session.aspx     

	Mandates* and offices
	Main focus / relevant sections
	Symbol number

	Special Rapporteur on the right to water and sanitation 
	-  Concept of wastewater
	A/68/264

	Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights
	– Researching and writing history and respect for academic freedoms
	A/68/296

	Special Rapporteur on the right to food
	– emerging global right to foodmovement, focused over the past 10 years
	A/68/288*

	Special Rapporteur on adequate housing 
	– Housing finance policies - housing finance policies
	A/68/289

	Special Rapporteur on the right to education
	- Importance of a rights-based approach
	A/68/294

	Special Rapporteur on the right to health 
	- Right to healthcare frameworks in times of conflict
	A/68/297

	Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty
	– Impact of unpaid care on the enjoyment of a range of rights
	A/68/293

	Special Rapporteur on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
	– “Military first” versus the right to food
	A/68/319

	the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human

rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967
	- Water and sanitation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
	A/68/376


UPCOMING EVENTS
UN Forum on business and human rights
The Forum was established by the Human Rights Council and is under the guidance of the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights. The Forum provides a global platform for the promotion and implementation of the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. This year's Forum will be held in Geneva on 2-4 December 2013. Registration closes on 22 November 2013 (https://bhr.ohchr.org/). 
· For more information see:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Forum/Pages/2013ForumonBusinessandHumanRights.aspx 
http://www.ohchr.org/SP/Issues/Business/Forum/Pages/2013ForumonBusinessandHumanRights.aspx 
http://www.ohchr.org/FR/Issues/Business/Forum/Pages/2013ForumonBusinessandHumanRights.aspx
CASES, LEGISLATION & POLICIES
Honduras: Ministry of Health to provide health services to ever patient in public hospitals
On 23 October 2013, the Supreme Court of Justice (SCJ) in Honduras ruled on an appeal submitted by the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights, and ordered the Ministry of Health to provide health services to every patient in the country’s public hospitals, with special emphasis on access to medicines and hemodialysis. It was the first time that a collective defense was presented in Honduras, and the first time the Supreme Court set a doctrine on the right to health. The SCJ’s decision is a relevant entry point for the justiciability of ESCR in Honduras and in the region.   

· For further information please see:
http://www.latribuna.hn/2013/10/23/corte-ordena-a-salud-atender-a-pacientes-de-hospitales-publicos/ 
TOOLS / PUBLICATIONS / MULTIMEDIA/ COURSES
Report of the Commission of Inquiry on Syria

The International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic issued its report to the Human Rights Council on 4 June 2013. Among many findings, mostly related to violations of the laws of armed conflict, the report also highlighted shortages of food, medicine, fuel and electricity, especially acute in besieged cities, as having severely affected economic and social rights. It noted that the destruction of hospitals had adversely impacted the availability of health care and that despite rapidly growing humanitarian needs, access to people in conflict-affected areas remains severely hindered. 
· The full report is available at: 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
Realizing women’s rights to land and other productive resources
Realizing women’s rights to land and other productive resources a joint OHCHR and UN-Women publication went live online in November 2013 the resource analysis Women’s access to, use of and control over land and other productive resources. It noted there how they are essential to ensuring their right to equality and to an adequate standard of living.

· The full resource is available at: 
http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2013/11/realizing-womens-right-to-land  

Women and the Right to Adequate Housing 

· Now available in all UN languages: 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/WomenHousing_HR.PUB.11.2.pdf  

Publications and multimedia
· Realizing the Right to Development: Essays in commemoration of 25 Years of the United Nations Declaration on the Right to development, OHCHR
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RightDevelopmentInteractive_EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Development/Pages/RealizingaVisionforTransformativeDevelopment.aspx
· The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: A Manual for National Human Rights Institutions, OHCHR
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/IPeoples/UNDRIPManualForNHRIs.pdf 
· Indigenous Peoples and the United Nations Human Rights System (Fact Sheet No. 9/Rev.2), OHCHR
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/fs9Rev.2.pdf 

· Who Will Be Accountable? Human Rights and the Post-2015 Development Agenda, OHCHR 
Now available in French (online only) and English. 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/WhoWillBeAccountable.pdf 
· International Legal Protection of Human Rights in Armed Conflict, OHCHR  
Now available in French 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/HR_in_armed_conflict.pdf 
· Evict Them in Five Easy Steps (video), Amnesty International 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruIM8fpyySU&feature=player_embedded 
· ‘Human rights and public finance -  Edited by Aoife Nolan, Rory O'Connell and Colin Harvey
http://www.hartpub.co.uk/pdf/9781841130118.pdf 

· ‘Finding land solutions to climate displacement: A challenge like few others’ Scott Leckie
http://displacementsolutions.org/ 
· Right to Food and Nutrition Watch 2013, Brot für die Welt, FIAN International, ICCO Cooperation :
http://www.rtfn-watch.org/fileadmin/media/rtfn-watch.org/ENGLISH/pdf/Watch_2013/Watch_2013_PDFs/Watch_2013_eng_WEB_final.pdf 
· Taking Over, Taking Back, Jessica Murphy and Elissa Nadworny:

http://chicagoantieviction.org/2013/09/taking-over-taking-back-2013.html 
· (Title of the film and report), the Law and Society Trust. 
The film is now available online and can be viewed at:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sk5hRKts0so 
The full report is available at: 
http://lawandsocietytrust.org/PDF/Mega%20Development%20Projects%20in%20Hambantota%20%28September%202012%29.pdf 
· Corporate Legal Accountability Quarterly Bulletin, 10th issue, by the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre
http://www.business-humanrights.org/ 

OHCHR web stories
Working for a more inclusive policy towards migrant Roma in France
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/WorkingforamoreinclusivepolicytowardsmigrantRomainFrance.aspx 


Demystifying migration: giving a voice to millions
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DemystifyingMigration.aspx 

Assault on medical care: a distinct and chilling reality of the civil war in Syria
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/AssaultOnMedicalCare.aspx 

Vienna+20: A new vision for human rights
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/newyork/Stories/Pages/Vienna20EventNewvisionforhumanrights.aspx  

Post-2015 development agenda must be inclusive of the rights of persons with disabilities
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisabilityAndDevelopment.aspx  
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Previous issues of the ESCR Bulletin are available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/ESCR/Pages/ESCRIndex.aspx 
To subscribe, please send a blank email to: 

escrbulletin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
To unsubscribe: escrbulletin-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
To request further information on the work of OHCHR as mentioned in this volume, write to: escrbulletin@ohchr.org
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