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Regional agreement on rights of access to information, participation and justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean

During the Rio+20 UN Conference on Sustainable Development, ten States from the Latin American and the Caribbean (LAC) region subscribed the Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. At the Declaration, signatory countries expressed their commitment to explore the viability of a regional instrument on the rights to access of information, participation, and access to justice in environmental matters, enshrined in Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration, with the support of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) as the technical secretariat. 
Open to all Latin American and Caribbean countries, the process has been making progress through regular meetings and the adoption of documents. Between 2012 and 2014, four meetings of the focal points of the signatory countries and fourteen meetings of working groups were held. In addition, during this period the Road Map, the Plan of Action, the Lima Vision and an annotated index of topics of the instrument (San José Content) were adopted.

Thus far the Declaration has been subscribed by 20 countries, representing more than half of all LAC countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Plurinational State of Bolivia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay.

After two years of discussions, in November 2014 the participating countries launched the negotiation phase of the regional agreement and established a Negotiating Committee with a view to concluding its functions by December 2016. 

The Negotiating Committee is composed of the signatory countries with the significant participation of the public and coordinated by the Presiding Officers, comprising Chile and Costa Rica as co-chairs and Argentina, Mexico, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago.
The Negotiating Committee met for the first time in Santiago in May 2015. At that meeting, it adopted its organization and work plan which established that countries would continue with their national consultations on the preliminary document of the regional agreement prepared by ECLAC as requested by countries and submit language proposals on the document by 31 August 2015. 
In October 2015, the Committee met for the second time in Panama City, Panama, where negotiations took place based on the document prepared by the Presiding Officers that gathered the language proposals of countries and compiled them into the preliminary prepared by ECLAC as requested by countries.

The third meeting of the negotiating committee of the regional agreement on access to information, participation and justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean will be held in Uruguay, from 5 to 8 April 2016. 

Participating countries have placed public participation at the core of the regional process from the outset, providing opportunities for the significant participation of the public at large at the Negotiating Committee. Additionally, as part of the process, most countries have undertaken internal activities and consultations, including with the public. 

Participating countries has highlighted that a regional instrument of this nature would favour the implementation of Principle 10 by consolidating these efforts as State policy, transcending political cycles. It would also open opportunities for intraregional cooperation.
The regional agreement resulting from the process would have a potential impact of more than 500 million people in the Latin American and the Caribbean region. 
FURTHER INFORMATION
For the relevant information on the regional agreement, see: http://www.cepal.org/en/topics/principle-10
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