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Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment, Mr. John Knox

(LAST UPDATED July 2017)
Background
Building on several other resolutions related to human rights and the environment and human rights and climate change, the Human Rights Council established the mandate for the Independent Expert on human rights and the environment in 2012 (resolution 19/10). Mr. John Knox was appointed in August 2012 to a three-year term as the first Independent Expert on human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment. His mandate was further extended in March 2015 for another three years as a Special Rapporteur (resolution 28/11).

The Special Rapporteur is mandated, among other things, to:

· Continue to study the human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment;

· Continue to identify, promote and exchange views on good practices relating to human rights obligations and commitments to inform, support and strengthen environmental policy making, especially in the area of environmental protection;

· Promote and report on the realization of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment, and to disseminate his findings by, inter alia, continuing to give particular emphasis to practical solutions with regard to their implementation;

· Work on identifying challenges and obstacles to the full realization of human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment and protection gaps thereto, including in the context of sustainable development.

Thematic reports by the Special Rapporteur
· Mapping report (2014)
In his capacity as the Independent Expert, Mr. Knox undertook an extensive research project to map the statements made by important sources on the human rights obligations relating to the environment. The result was 14 individual reports, each of which describes statements made by a particular source or set of sources. Mr. Knox summarized the findings in his mapping report to the Human Rights Council in March 2014 (A/HRC/25/53).
· Good practices report (2015)
Mr. Knox submitted his compendium of good practices to the Human Rights Council in March 2015. The report (A/HRC/28/61) describes good practices of Governments, international organizations, civil society organizations, corporations and others in the use of human rights obligations relating to the environment. Additionally, Mr. Knox prepared one-page summary for each good practices available in English and also available on a searchable, stand-alone website – Environmental Rights Database.
· Climate change report (2016)
The Special Rapporteur examined the human rights obligations relating to climate change. He also described the increasing attention paid to the relationship between climate change and human rights in recent years, reviews the effects of climate change on the full enjoyment of human rights and outlines the application of human rights obligations to climate-related actions. Mr. Knox explained that States have procedural and substantive obligations relating to climate change, as well as duties to protect the rights of the most vulnerable. Mr. Knox presented the report to the Human Rights Council in March 2016 (A/HRC/31/52).
· Implementation report (2016)
In this report, the Special Rapporteur described possible methods of implementing human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a healthy environment. The report is addressed to the entire range of actors that could implement human rights norms in relation to the environment. Proposals are organized in categories corresponding to the actors that would carry them out, including: (a) the Human Rights Council and other intergovernmental organizations; (b) regional human rights bodies and other regional organizations; (c) national governments; (d) non-State actors, including civil society organizations; and (e) the Special Rapporteur himself. Mr. Knox presented this report to the Human Rights Council in March 2016 (A/HRC/31/53).
· Biodiversity report (2017)

The Special Rapporteur presented his report on biological diversity to the Human Rights Council in March 2017(A/HRC/34/49). It describes the importance of ecosystem services and biodiversity for the full enjoyment of human rights and outlines the application of human rights obligations to biodiversity-related actions, formulating recommendations on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity to protect the full enjoyment of human rights. The report is the outcome of extensive research and a consultative process including experts, the States and a range of other relevant stakeholders, as well as his participation in the 2016 World Conservation Congress and the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.
Country visits undertaken by the Special Rapporteur

The Special Rapporteur has undertaken four country visits during which, he examined how the country was implementing human rights related to environmental protection, identified good practices and lessons learned, and considered the challenges the country faces in the implementation of environmentally related human rights.
· Cost Rica (28 July - 1 August 2013)

· France (20 - 24 October 2014)
· Madagascar (25 – 31 October 2016)

· Uruguay (24-28 April 2017))

· Mongolia (19-27 September 2017)
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