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OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS





OPEN-ENDED CONSULTATION
Elimination of discrimination against persons affected by leprosy 

and their family members

Geneva, 15 January 2009, Palais des Nations (Room XXIV)
OPENING SESSION
Welcoming comments for Mr. Ibrahim Wani

Distinguished participants,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Today’s open-ended consultation is mandated by the Human Rights Council resolution 8/13 of 12 June 2008, entitled “Elimination of discrimination of persons affected by leprosy and their family members”, which contains a number of action points to be undertaken by September 2009 by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
(a)
In paragraph 4, OHCHR was requested to collect information from Governments on measures taken to eliminate discrimination of persons affected by leprosy and their family members. A compilation of submissions received from governments as well as from non-governmental organization has been prepared and made available for today’s open –ended consultation. (copies of resolution are available)
(b)
In the same paragraph, and if extra budgetary funding is available, OHCHR was requested to convene a meeting to exchange views with key stakeholders, agencies, medical experts, and representatives of persons affected by leprosy and their family members. Pursuant to this mandate, today’s open-ended consultation aims at further collecting information and views from different stakeholders, experts as well as testimonies from persons affected by leprosy about the obstacles they have faced in the enjoyment of their human rights due to discriminatory policies and practices. 
(c) In the same paragraph 4, OHCHR was requested to submit a report to the Human Rights Council and the Advisory Committee. This report will compile all submissions received as well as expert views shared during today’s consultation and will be submitted to the Human Rights Council for its consideration in the 10th session to take place in March 2009.  Additionally, Mr. Sakamoto, as Advisory Committee member will also share the expertise and important contributions from this consultation to the examination of the Advisory Committee and its continuing efforts.
(d)
In paragraph 5, the Advisory Committee is requested to continue this process and hence “to examine this report and to formulate a draft set of principles and guidelines to eliminate discrimination against persons affected by leprosy and their family members, and to submit it to the Council for its consideration by September 2009.”

I therefore welcome all participants to this consultation and I look forward to your contributions and to our discussions. Jointly, we shall aim to shed light into the need for greater commitment to combat discrimination based on any disease or health status at international, regional and national levels as part of the State obligations under international human rights law. 
The Office considers the issue of leprosy in the context of neglected diseases, particularly of diseases which are mostly suffered by persons living in the developing world, in the poorest or most isolated areas of the country
, and which continue to be poorly understood and strongly linked with stigma and discrimination.  OHCHR therefore welcomes the opportunity to discuss leprosy and health-related discrimination in the broader context of multiple discrimination i.e. leprosy and race, gender, age and socio-economic status.

� The six countries with the highest rates of endemic leprosy as of 2001 were: Brazil, India, Madagascar, Mozambique, Myanmar and Nepal. 
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