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Elimination of discrimination against persons affected by leprosy 

and their family members
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BIOGRAPHIES OF PANELLIST

SESSION 1 - Chair: Mr. Ibrahim Wani, 10:30 – 13:00

Mr. Stefan TRÖMEL

International Disability Alliance/Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Forum 

Between 1999 and 2004, Mr. Trömel was the Director of the European Disability Forum. He participated throughout the negotiation process of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and was instrumental in the work of the International Disability Caucus. He is now working for Fundación ONCE (Spain) which has seconded him to the Secretariat of the International Disability Alliance (IDA) and its CRPD Forum.

Ms. Zilda BORGES

International Association for Integration, Dignity and Economic Advancement

Zilda Maria Borges is a pedagogue; a psychologist specialized in Public and Family health.  She is the International Coordinator of the Opportunities for Women affected by Hansen´s disease programme – IDEA, and she is the President for International Advocacy of the organization. She is Coordinating the Psychological Accompaniment Project for people affected by Hansen´s disease and Tuberculosis (in partnership with the German Association of Assistance of people affected by Hansen´s disease and Tuberculosis, DAWH, and the Federal University of Mato Grosso do Sul – UFMS). In all her work, Ms. Borges strives to build dignity of those who are suffering prejudice because of the disease.

SESSION 2 - Chair: Ms. Mara Bustelo, 10:30 – 13:00

Mr. Denis DAUMERIE

World Health Organization, Neglected Tropical Disease Department

Dr Denis Daumerie (MD, PhD) is currently project manager of Neglected Tropical Diseases at the WHO. During his term at WHO since 1989, he has been working for the elimination of leprosy, and was head of the leprosy unit in WHO from 2000 to 2005. Before joining the WHO, Dr Daumerie worked extensively in West Africa, first in control of tropical diseases and then in the West African Institute for research and training on leprosy in Mali.
Ms. Susan TIMBERLAKE 

UNAIDS

Miss Timberlake received a Bachelors of Arts in anthropology from Stanford University. In 1982, she graduated from University of Georgia School of Law, and in 1984 received an LLM in international law from Cambridge University in England. Since then, she has worked in and for the UN system. She was a staff member of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for 19 years where she held various positions, notably Executive Assistant to the Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees. Seconded from UNHCR, she served as the Human Rights Advisor for the WHO Global Programme on AIDS and as Senior Human Rights and Policy Advisor for UNAIDS. In November 2005, Ms. Timberlake rejoined UNAIDS as the Senior Human Rights and Law Advisor where she and her team work to promote human rights and gender equality, in particular with regard to HIV-related law reform and a rights-based, ethical and gendered approach to the epidemic.  
Prof. Yozo YOKOTA

Former member of the United Nations Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights 

Professor of International Law, Chuo Law School

Born in New York in 1940, Professor Yokota graduated from the International Christian University (ICU) and Graduate School of Law and Politics of the University of Tokyo (LL.D.). He has been Legal Counsel of the World Bank, Professor at the International Christian University and University of Tokyo, and Visiting Professor at University of Adelaide, University of Michigan and Columbia University. He is currently Professor at Chuo Law School, Special Adviser to the Rector of the United Nations University, Member of ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, and President of Center for Human Rights Affairs. His specializations are: international law, law of international organization, international human rights law, and international economic law. He is the author of many books, including The 20th Century and International Organization, Human Rights in Japan and in the World, and many others.
Statement of behalf of Ms. Magdalena SEPULVEDA

United Nations Independent Expert on Extreme Poverty 

Magdalena Sepúlveda was appointed Independent Expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty by the Human Rights Council and started her functions on 1 May 2008. Ms Sepulveda, a Chilean lawyer, is currently working as Research Director at the International Council on Human Rights Policy. She holds a Ph.D. in International Human Rights Law from Utrecht University in the Netherlands and an LL.M in human rights law from the University of Essex in the United Kingdom. She lectures at several universities in Latin America and has provided technical assistance and training on human rights to NGOs, IGOs and governments. Ms. Sepulveda has worked as a researcher at the Netherlands Institute for Human Rights, as a staff attorney at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and as the Co-Director of the Department of International Law and Human Rights of the United Nations affiliated University for Peace in San Jose, Costa Rica. 

SESSION 3 - Chair: Ms. Maarit Kohonen, 15:00 – 17:30

Statement on behalf of Sang Kwon JUNG

International Association for Integration, Dignity and Economic Advancement, Republic of Korea
No biography sent to us.
Ms. Valdenora Da Cruz RODRIGUES

Movimiento de Reintegraçao das Pessoas Atingidas pela Hanseiniase, Brasil
Valdenora Da Cruz Rodrigues, born in Amazonas state, Brazil, is one of the founders of the Movement for Reintegration of People Affected by Leprosy (Morhan) and presently one of the members of its directory board. She also represents Morhan in the National Counsel for People with Disabilities at the Special Secretariat for Human Rights of Brazil's Presidency. She still lives in the old leprosy colony Antonio Aleixo, Amazonas, Brazil.

Mr. Leulseged Berhane ASRES

Executive Director, Ethiopia National Association of Persons affected by Leprosy, Ethiopia
Having contracted leprosy at the age of 15, Mr. Asres faced violence during one of Ethiopia’s most brutal historical episodes where the junta assaulted opposition members. After loosing a leg as a result of torture, he became a prosperous businessman. He was elected in the executive committee of the Ethiopian National Association of Persons Affected by leprosy (ENAPAL) 8 years ago. Then he was appointed treasurer, and then vice chairman. He is now serving as chairman, improving the lives of his fellow brothers and sisters and in creating ways of increased integration in the wider society.

Mr. Douglas SOUTAR

International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations

Mr. Douglas Soutar is the General Secretary of the International Federation of Anti Leprosy Associations. Prior to taking up this post in September 2005 he was for 10 years the Programme Director of the British Leprosy Relief Association and has worked in overseas development and human rights since 1978.
Dr. Karuppannan GOPAL

National Forum, India/International Association for Integration, Dignity and Economic Advancement
Dr. Gopal, a social worker with a doctorate in rehabilitation, is IDEA’s President for International Relations and the President of IDEA India.  He has worked many years in the field of leprosy, both as a social worker providing services to those affected by the disease, and most recently coordinating IDEA's efforts in India. Dr. Gopal has coordinated empowerment workshops throughout the country. He has also established a scholarship program and a socio-economic program to break the cycle of poverty and social exclusion associated with leprosy.  In 2005 Dr. Gopal coordinated a study of leprosy communities in India.  Dr. Gopal has travelled extensively on behalf of IDEA worldwide, including the Philippines, South Africa, China, Malaysia, Japan, and Turkey.  He has addressed different United Nations bodies on the issue of leprosy and human rights.

Dr. Arturo CUNANAN Jr.

Culion Leprosy Control & Rehabilitation Program, Philippines
Dr. Cunanan Jr. is Chief of Sanitarium at Culion Sanitarium and General Hospital, Department of Health. He is as Short Term Consultant in Leprosy at the World Health Organization, in the Western Pacific Region. He is a member of the Board of Directors of IDEA-Philippines and an Adviser for Association of Culion Hansenites Inc. He is in charge of the Culion Leprosy Control and Rehabilitation Program and the Culion Museum and Archives.

CLOSING REMARKS

Pr. Dr. Shigeki SAKAMOTO

Member of the Advisory Committee of UN Human Rights Council

Professor Sakamoto is Professor of International Law at the Graduate School of Law, Kobe University, Japan. He is a member of the International Committee of “Non-State Actor” in the International Law Association, President of Japanese Association of International Human Rights Law, Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of International Law and Diplomacy (Japanese Society of International Law) and Editor of the Japanese Annual of International Law (Japan Branch of International Law Association). He sits on the Council of Japanese Association of World Law and is Director of Division of International Human Rights, Kyoto Human Rights Institute. Professor Sakamoto is a Doctor of Laws from Kobe University and holds a LL.M. and a LL.B. from Kansai University. He wrote many international law books, notably Introduction to International Human Rights Law (2008) and many more.
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