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Lithuanian contribution to the Questionnaire on the right to adequate housing
Explanatory note of the Ministry of Sociul Security and Labour of the Republic of Lithuania

A. Distribution of responsibilities related fo the right of adequate housing
1. Please identify the levels of government (national, provinclalstate, municipel)
primarily responsible Jor income support (e.g. transfer payment to individuals, welfare, social
seaurity and/or rent subsidies/supplements)?,

Housing programme is regulated by the national faw - Law of the Republic of
Lithuania on Support for the Acquisition or Rental of Housing and Support for the
modernization of block of flats,

Income support (eg: transfer payments to individuals, welfare, social security and/or rent
subsidies/supplements):

* support for the acquisition of housing is provided through subsidising part of the housing
loan, covering the housing loan interest and loan insurance premiums or part thereof,
Provision of support for the acquisition of housing aims at ensuring that families and
individuals meeting the requirements set out in the legislation (not exceeding the maximum
emounts of income and property established by the Government) could acquire a dwelling in
the market by themselves;

» support for the rental of housing is provided through renting social housing to low-income
families and individuals. Provision of state support for the rental of housing invelves
increasing of the social housing stock and aims at ensuring that low-income individuals who
have no dwelling and have no possibility 1o acquire own dwelling could rent housing from

the municipality,

The Ministry of Social Security and Labour drafted the Law of the Republic of Lithuania
on Support for the Acquisition or Rental of Housing. This Law was adopted by the Seimas of
the Republic of Lithuania on 9™ of October in 2014, The Law enters into force on 1% of January in
2015, The law governs a new form of provision of support for the acquisition or rental of housing,
namely compensation of a part of rental or lease payments, and sets forth that families and
individuals entitled to social housing and renting housing from natural or legal persons under
market conditions beconie entitled to & compensation of part of rental or lease payments.

However, if there are possibilities, municipalities have to increase the socjal housing stock,
using municipal budgetary resources, Unfortunately, municipalities usually don’t have budgetary
respurces for this aim.

The Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Cash Social Agsistance for Poor Residents
(Law No IX-1675 of 1 July 2003) establishes principles of granting cash social assistance, sources
of funding, rights and duties of persons receiving cash social assistance as well as types, amount



and conditions of granting of cash social assistance to poor residents when adults have used all
possibilities of receiving other income,

According to the Law families (persons living together) and single residents unable to
provide themselves with sufficient funds for living shall be entitled 1o the following financial social

assistance:
» social benefit;

¢ compensations for the costs of house heating, hot and drinking water.

Poor residents receive social benefits in order to ensure minimum funds to meet their basic
physiological needs (food and clothing expenses) as well as compensations for heating and hot and
drinking water expenses (hereinafier referred to as “compensations”) as partial reimbursement for
dwelling maintenance. The right to cash social assistance js granted to persons who cannot eam a
living due to objective reasons and have used zal] possibilities of receiving other sorts of income,
Cash secial assistance is provided taking into consideration not only the received income, but also
owned property, Social benefits and compensations are granted to poor residents if the value of their
property does not exceed the average property value set for their residential area. Both benefits are

means-tested,

Social benefit is paid to the family (persons living together) or single resident if the value
of their property does not exceed the average property value set for their residential area and the
monthly income is below the level of the state supported income (hereinafter referred to as the $81)
(i.e. LTL 350 / € 101 per family {persons living together) member per month),

The monthly benefit level is 100% of the difference between the SSI (i. e. LTL 350/ €
101) per person per month and the actual income of a family (persons living together) or single
resident for the first family (persons living together) member, 80 % ~ for the second member and 70
% - for the third and later members.

Persons additionally are able to get social benefit even when they leave social assistance
and get employment, i.e. additionally social assistance benefit will be equal to the 50 % of the
average of previously paid social benefit and will be paid for six months even if a family (persons
living together) has no right to get social benefit after employment,

Compensations for the costs of house heating, hot and drinking water are paid in the
following cases:

o a family (persons living together) or a single resident shall pay for the heating of the
accommodation not more than 20 percent of the difference between the received
income and the SSI provided to a family (persons living together) or a single person;

* the compensation covers the part of the cost of drinking water exceeding 2 per cent of
the income gained by a family (persons living together) or a single resident;

¢ the compensation covers the part of the cost of hot water exceeding 5 per cent of the
income gained by a family (persons living together) or a single resident.

Femilies (persons living together) or single residents who own a dwelling in a multi-
dwelling building are entitled to support towards the cost of a loan taken out to finance the
renovation of the building,. provided they participate in the modernisation project and they are
entitled to the compensation for heating expenses,

Furthermore, municipalities may, in accordance with their own procedure, allocate cash
social assistanee from the municipal budgetary resources in other cases not provided for by the Law




(to award onetime benefit or social benefit; to compensate dwelling maintenance expenses that are
not specified in the Law; to compensate expenses for heating larger useful floor than the ration
fixed by the Law; to cover dwelling indebtedness, etc.).

The Plan of Implementing Measures 2013-2015 of the National Programme for Social
Integration of the Disabled 20132019 aims at ensuring protection of the rights end fimdamental
freedoms of the disabled with different disabilities without discrimination on the grounds of their
disability and creating favourable conditions for the improvement of the social integration process.
Social integration of the disabled and the quality of their life in society are ensured through
measures such as adaptation of housing, payment of target compensations, support for disabled
students, provision of technical aids, end promotion of tolerance.

When implementing the measure “Adaptation of housing for persons with disabilities”,
housing is being adapted for the disabled. This measure aims at enabling persons with disabilities to
haye a higher degree of mobility, better access to educational, vocational training process, the
labour market and public life.

Housing adaptation projects were implemented following the Description of the Procedurs
for Financing Housing Adaptation for People with Disabilities 2013-2015. When implementing the
measure, works of adaptation of housing for the disabled were carried out, information on housing
adaptation was collected, accumulated and disseminated, and associations of the disabled were
involved in the control and supervision of the implementation of housing adaptation,

Housing adaptation expenses ere covered from state and municipal budgets in parts: 80 per
cent from the state budget and at least 20 per cent from the municipal budget for persons with very
severe and severe movement and self-service dysfunctions; 50 per cent from the state budget and 50
per cent from the municipal budget for persons with moderate movement and self-service
dysfunctions.

In 2013, works of housing adaptation for the disabled were performed in 56 municipalities.
224 pieces of housing were adapted for the needs of the disabled, including 128 pieces of housing
for persous with very severe movement and self-service dysfurctions, 72 pieces of housing for
persons with severe movement and self-service dysfunctions, and 24 pieces of housing for persons
with moderate movement ang self-service dysfunctions.

A.4, The government representatives, the Seimas Ombudsmans,
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2 What are the primacy beses for the sllocatfon af responsibliittcs atnong diffaren
igvels of govarmment? Plegse Identlfy the appropriste provision(u} end provide o copy or
link §f possible: : .
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i, tho means of eaforcement (eg: courts, tribanals; natienal buman rlghts
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