
 
The United Nations Independent Expert on foreign debt and human rights,  

Juan Pablo BOHOSLAVSKY, has the pleasure to invite you to a 
 

 
Side Event- 70th session of the UN General Assembly, New York 

 

“ILLICIT FINANCIAL FLOWS, HUMAN RIGHTS AND  
THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA”  

 
29 October 2015¦ 13:15-14:45 ¦ UN HQ New York, Conference Room 11 

 
The Sustainable Development Goals include the target to reduce significantly illicit 
financial flows by 2030.  There is wide consensus that illicit financial flows can 
undermine development, rule of law and the realization of social, economic and cultural 
rights.  But what should States and other stakeholders undertake to meet this target? 
And how can progress achieving this goal be tracked and monitored? How can human 
rights, financial transparency, tax justice and tax cooperation contribute to efforts of 
curbing illicit financial flows? 
 
In March 2014 the Human Rights Council requested the Independent Expert on foreign 
debt and human rights to undertake a study on illicit financial flows, human rights and 
the post 2015 agenda. Following this request Juan Pablo Bohoslavsky presented in 
March 2015 an interim report to the Human Rights Council in Geneva (A/HRC/28/60). 
 
The panel discussion is part of two consultative events intended to inform the future 
final study of the Independent Expert on foreign debt and human rights.  
 

PROGRAMME 

Welcome by moderator, H.E. Mr George TALBOT, Permanent 
Representative of Guyana to the United Nations 
 

Speakers 
Mr. Juan Pablo BOHOSLASVKY, United Nations Independent Expert on 
foreign debt and human rights 

Ms. Tove Maria RYDING,  Policy and Advocacy Manager for Tax Justice and 
financing for development in the European Network on Debt and 
Development (Eurodad). 
 

Mr. Michael LENNARD,  Chief, International Tax Cooperation in the Financing for 
Development Office, United Nations Department on Economic and Social Affairs. 

Open discussion 
Closing remarks 
 
This is a public event. Guests not holding a UN ground pass are kindly requested to register by 
27 October 2015 at ieforeigndebt@ohchr.org providing their name and institutional affiliation. 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/28/60
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Development/IEDebt/Pages/Consultation2015.aspx
mailto:ieforeigndebt@ohchr.org


 
 

About the speakers: 

Ambassador George Wilfred TALBOT is the Permanent Representative of the Republic of 

Guyana to the United Nations. He has a long experience in multilateral diplomacy and 

international cooperation, working on economic, social and political issues. He has represented 

his country at the UN and in other international fora. Moreover Ambassador Talbot has held 

several posts on intergovernmental bodies within the UN system, most recently as co-facilitator 

of preparations for the Third International Conference on Financing for Development. Previous 

posts include Chairman of the Economic and Financial (Second Committee) Committee of the 

General Assembly. Ambassador Talbot holds an M.A. in International Relations from the 

Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University; and a B.A. in Modern Languages 

(Spanish/French) from the University of Guyana. 

Mr. Juan Pablo BOHOSLAVSKY was appointed as Independent Expert on the effects of foreign 

debt on human rights by the UN Human Rights Council on 8 May 2014.  Before, he worked as a 

Sovereign Debt Expert for the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

where he coordinated an Expert Group on Responsible Sovereign Lending and Borrowing. He 

was a legal consultant for the Argentinean state to arbitration cases related to international 

investments, and for the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean (ECLAC) where he conducted research on public utilities and human rights. Mr. 

Bohoslavsky has published books and articles on sovereign financing, foreign investment, 

transitional justice and human rights. 

Ms. Tove Maria RYDING is the Policy and Advocacy Manager for tax justice and financing for 

development in the European Network on Debt and Development (Eurodad) and representative 

in the coordination committee of the Global Alliance for Tax Justice (GATJ). She has monitored 

and commented on the OECD's process on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS), the United 

Nation's Tax Committee (UNTC), the Financing for Development negotiations (FfD), and the 

ongoing tax related processes in the European Parliament, Council and the Commission. 

Furthermore, she has co-authored several reports about Europe's role in tax related capital 

flight from developing countries, including the report "Hidden Profits", which was released in 

2014.  Before joining Eurodad, Tove was the climate political coordinator at Greenpeace 

International. 

 

Mr. Michael LENNARD joined the United Nations in New York in November 2006 and is the 

Chief, International Tax Cooperation in the Financing for Development Office. This work has a 

particular focus on ensuring the fairness and workability of international tax norms, including 

achieving greater developing country input into those norms, and encouraging cooperation to 

improve tax systems and administrations, as a spur to sustained development. Previously he 

has worked with the OECD in Paris and with the Australian government on tax, trade, 

investment and public international law issues including human rights and environmental 

aspects. 


