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Mandate of the Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt  

and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of all human 

rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

 

Panel Discussion and Expert Meeting 

“Illicit financial flows, human rights and the post 2015 development agenda” 

 

29 October 2015, New York, United Nations Secretariat Building 

 

30 October 2015, Yale University, New Haven  

____________________________________ 

 

Dear Participants, 

 

We are pleased that you can participate in the panel discussion and expert meeting on “illicit financial 

flows, human rights and the post 2015 development agenda” Both events aim to inform the final 

study of the Independent Expert on foreign debt on “Illicit financial flows, human rights and the post 

2015 development agenda” as requested by Human Rights Council resolutions 25/9 and 28/5. The 

expert meeting will be held on 30 October 2015, the first day of a three day conference organised in 

collaboration with the Global Justice Programme at Yale University, Global Financial Integrity and 

other stakeholders. In order to facilitate your stay, below you will find some information on 

administrative arrangements and other logistical details, which we hope you will find useful. 

 

1.  Visas  

 

It is the responsibility of participants to obtain the necessary visa to attend these meetings, including any 

transit visas that may be requested of them. Please note that OHCHR cannot cover the expenses for 

visas and is not responsible for their issuance. 

 

2. Time and venue 

 

NEW YORK NEW HAVEN 

 

Thursday, 29 October 2015 

from 13:15 to 14:45 

Venue: United Nations Secretariat, New York 

Conference Room 11 (Conference Building) 

(See section 5 below on access to UNHQ) 

Link to map 

 

 

Friday, 30 October 2015 

from 08:30-17:45 

Venue: Linsly-Chittenden Hall at Yale University, 

Room LC 211, 

63 High St, New Haven, CT 06511 

(See section 6 on getting to New Haven from NY) 

Link to Map 

 

 

 

3. Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA) for OHCHR funded participants 
 

Participants whose travel is covered by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights will 

receive a DSA according to the UN rules which is intended to cover accommodation and food in New 

York and New Haven. For participants invited by OHCHR who confirmed their participation after 15 

September 2015 OHCHR will reimburse travel costs, including DSA upon receipt of a travel claim. 

Please keep all your boarding passes, rail tickets or other travel related invoices in original as they need 

to be handed in together with your travel claim after completion of your travel. 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/John+F.+Kennedy+International+Airport,+New+York,+NY+11430/United+Nations+Headquarters,+New+York,+NY+10017/@40.6994316,-73.8805551,13z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m2!1m1!1s0x89c26650d5404947:0xec4fb213489f11f0!1m2!1m1!1s0x89c2591ce0874d11:0xc5fae28bdd3df635!3e3
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/John+F.+Kennedy+International+Airport,+New+York,+NY+11430/United+Nations+Headquarters,+New+York,+NY+10017/@40.6994316,-73.8805551,13z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m2!1m1!1s0x89c26650d5404947:0xec4fb213489f11f0!1m2!1m1!1s0x89c2591ce0874d11:0xc5fae28bdd3df635!3e3
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Union+Station,+New+Haven,+CT+06519/Linsly-Chittenden+Hall,+High+Street,+New+Haven,+CT/@41.3030023,-72.9272784,16z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m2!1m1!1s0x89e7d8489454ee61:0xb951e7d6ee03e2af!1m2!1m1!1s0x89e7d9b36dc3a513:0x5eae6f84c84d5e92!3e2
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4. Registration  

 

Meeting participants who are attending the panel discussion in New York and the conference in New 

Haven at own costs need to register in advance for both events. Participants funded by OHCHR have 

already been registered for both events according to the travel information. 

 

Registration for Panel Discussion in New York on 29 October 2015:  

Participants that do not hold a UN ground pass should register by 27 October 2015 at 

ieforeigndebt@ohchr.org, providing their full name and institutional affiliation.    

 

Registration for Conference at Yale University (30 October to 1 November) 

Participants that want to attend the Yale conference should register no later than 27 October at: 

http://bit.ly/1KRMFib  Please indicate if you are planning to take part only on 30 October, the first day 

of the Conference which focusses on illicit financial funds, or for a longer period.    

 

5. Access to United Nations Headquarters, Conference Building   

 

From JFK Airport:  

 Taxis to anywhere in Manhattan have a flat-fare of USD $52 plus toll/tip 

 Bus Shuttle services are approximately USD $15 to Grand Central Station  

 Air train to Jamaica Centre, transferring to the E train to Manhattan estimated cost of $7.50.   

http://www.panynj.gov/airports/jfk.html 

From La Guardia Airport: 

 Taxis to mid-town New York by meter are approximately USD $45 plus toll/tip 

 Bus Shuttle services are approximately USD $12 to Grand Central Station  

http://www.panynj.gov/airports/laguardia.html 

From Newark Airport: 

 Taxis to mid-town New York by meter are approximately USD $60-$85 plus toll/tip  

 Bus Shuttle services (New York Liberty Express) are USD $12.50 to mid-town New York.  

 Trains from Newark Airport to New York Penn Station, NY are USD $16. From Penn Station to 

mid-town New York, a subway can be taken to Grand Central Station (mid-town New York) or a 

Taxi can be taken for approximately USD $14. 

 

The nearest subway station to the United Nations Headquarters is Grand Central. The nearest bus stops 

are bus M15 on 1
st
 avenue and 42

nd
 street and bus M42 on 42

nd
 street between 1

st
 and 2

nd
 Avenue.   

 

Manhattan bus map: http://www.mta.info/nyct/maps/manbus.pdf 

Manhattan subway map: http://www.mta.info/nyct/maps/submap.htm 

 

 A representative from OHCHR will meet participants that do not hold a UN ground pass 

at the Public entrance located on First Avenue between 45
th

 & 46
th

 Streets and distribute 

the meeting-specific passes. 

 

 Please come at least 45 Minutes ahead for security check-in. You need to have registered 

in advance (see above) and you have to bring a valid Passport or ID to identify you for 

security check-in (a valid US driving licence can be accepted as identification document). 

 

The United Nations conference building is located behind the Secretariat Building, and is also 

accessible by escalators or elevators from the Secretariat Building lobby.  

 

6. Getting from New York to New Haven  
 

The easiest way to get to New Haven from the United Nations Secretariat Building is on the Metro 

North train to New Haven Union Station (New Haven line – red colour). It leaves from Grand Central 

mailto:ieforeigndebt@ohchr.org
http://bit.ly/1KRMFib
http://www.panynj.gov/airports/jfk.html
http://www.panynj.gov/airports/laguardia.html
http://www.mta.info/nyct/maps/manbus.pdf
http://www.mta.info/nyct/maps/submap.htm
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station, which is just a short walk from the UN compound (about 10 minutes). Trains are very frequent, 

every hour or less. It takes just under 2 hours to get to New Haven. Tickets are $17 one-way at peak 

hours, a few dollars less at off-peak hours. Tickets can be purchased at kiosks in the station, and there is 

no assigned train or seat. http://www.mta.info/mnr 

 

An alternative is to take Amtrak. Trains leaves from Penn Station, which is about a 30 minute walk 

from the UN. Trains are also frequent, every hour, and it takes about the same time to get to New 

Haven, around 1 hour 45 minutes. Prices: Tickets start at $30 one-way for a regular coach seat, although 

a seat can be more expensive at different times of day. Tickets can be bought online at: 

http://www.amtrak.com/home  

 

The Yale campus and major hotels are only about a 20 minute walk from the New Haven Union Station. 

During night time taking a taxi from Union Station is recommended. 

 

7. Returning from New Haven to New York 

 

An inexpensive option would be to return from New Haven to New York via Metro North and then take 

the bus. There are shuttle buses for all three New York airports (La Guardia, JFK, Newark) at Grand 

Central station. However, direct airport shuttle services to all three New York airports are also available 

from New Haven. For more information: http://travelmanagement.yale.edu/airport-shuttles 

 

8. Accommodation   

 

Participants are responsible for their own booking and payment of hotels. It is highly recommended that 

participants secure their accommodation as early as possible given the difficulty of obtaining hotel 

reservations on a short notice. Price information is only indicative and may be subject to change. 

 

Suggested hotels in New York 

 

The Pod 39 Hotel (USD $231.00/night*+ tax)  http://www.thepodhotel.com/index.html 

 

New York Helmsley Hotel ($ 225/night + tax)   http://www.helmsleyhotels.com/ 

   

The Pod 51 Hotel (USD $169.00/night*+ tax)  http://www.thepodhotel.com/index.html     

 

Suggested hotels in New Haven 

 

New Haven Hotel ($149, plus breakfast charge): Tel +1 800-644-6835 http://www.newhavenhotel.com/  

New Haven Hotel offers a special rate if you make a reservation indicating that you are participating at 

the conference at Yale University. Reservations can as well be made using the following e-mail 

indicating  that you want to reserve for New Haven Hotel at the special rate: 

callres3@newporthotelgroup.com. 

Courtyard Marriott ($150): http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/hvndt-courtyard-new-haven-at-yale/  

Omni Hotel ($200-250): http://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/new-haven-yale 

Further hotels: http://travelmanagement.yale.edu/hotels/hotels-new-haven-area 

Please also find below a list of hotel booking websites: 

www.hotels.com,   www.expedia.com 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mr. Gunnar Theissen + 41 22 917 9321 or Email: gtheissen@ohchr.org 

Ms. Francesca Foppiano + 41 22 917 9697 (for travel and administration) 

Email: ffoppiano@ohchr.org ; copy to:  ieforeigndebt@ohchr.org  

http://www.mta.info/mnr
http://www.amtrak.com/home
http://travelmanagement.yale.edu/airport-shuttles
http://www.thepodhotel.com/index.html
http://www.helmsleyhotels.com/
http://www.thepodhotel.com/index.html
http://www.newhavenhotel.com/
mailto:callres3@newporthotelgroup.com
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/hvndt-courtyard-new-haven-at-yale/
http://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/new-haven-yale
http://travelmanagement.yale.edu/hotels/hotels-new-haven-area
http://www.hotels.com/
http://www.expedia.com/
mailto:gtheissen@ohchr.org
mailto:ffoppiano@ohchr.org
mailto:ieforeigndebt@ohchr.org

