
1 

 

 

I. General information 

1. Please indicate the name of the country in respect of which the information is 

provided: 

 

2. Please indicate the name of your organization/institution: 

 

3. Please indicate the type of prosecution service in respect of which this questionnaire 

will be answered (multiple answers possible):  

 District 

 City  

 Regional/ provincial  

 Federal/national 

 Military 

 Other. Please specify 

 

4. How would you classify the national criminal justice system in your country (multiple 

answers possible)? 

 Accusatorial   Inquisitorial  

 Common law  Civil law 

 Islamic law      Hybrid 

 Other. Please specify 

 

5. Are general rules concerning the public prosecution regulated in:   

 The Constitution  

 The law 

 Other. Please specify:  

 

II. The prosecutor career 

Criteria for appointment 

6. How does a person initiate a career as a prosecutor? (multiple answers possible): 

   Oral/written public examinations 

 Selection based on merit criteria / curriculum 

 Election  

 Executive appointment / nomination  

 Legislative appointment / nomination  

 Judicial appointment/nomination  
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 Appointment / nomination by the National or Superior Council of 

 Judiciary/Prosecutors or similar body  

 Completion of the relevant course at the training centre or similar body 

 Other. Please specify: 

 

7. Is a practical experience (such as internship/apprenticeship) required prior to 

admission to the prosecutorial career? 

 Yes  No 

 

8.  Is practical experience as a lawyer required prior to admission to the prosecutorial 

career?  

 Yes  No 

 

9. If the appointment is managed through/by the Executive, is expert input sought in the 

selection process? 

 Yes  No 

 

10. What is the method of appointment/selection of the Prosecutor General? 

 

11.  Please indicate whether it is necessary to be a career prosecutor in order to be 

appointed as Prosecutor General?  

 Yes  No  

 

Tenure 

 

12. Are prosecutors appointed for:  

 A set period of time 

 Until retirement 

 There is no pre-established time 

 

13. If for a set period of time, is re-appointment possible and how does it occur? 

 

14. Can the Prosecutor General be dismissed before concluding his term? If yes, in what 

cases? 
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Promotion  

 

15. Which body regulates the career of prosecutors? 

 The Ministry of Justice 

 The National or Superior Council of Judiciary or a similar body 

  The National or Superior Council of Prosecutors 

 The Prosecutor General’s Office 

 Other. Please specify:  

 

16. What are the criteria for the promotion of prosecutors? 

 Seniority  

 Productivity 

 Passing of periodic evaluations / examinations 

 Training in general 

 Training in an area related to the vacancies to be occupied  

 Other. Please specify: 

 

Transfer  

 

17. May prosecutors be transferred to another office? (multiple answers possible) 

 Yes, but only upon request 

 Yes, for needs of service 

 Yes, as a disciplinary sanction 

 No 

 Other, please specify 

 

18. Who decides on the transfer of a prosecutor? 

 Minister of Justice 

 Prime Minister 

 Head of State 

 Prosecutor General 

 The National or Superior Council of Judiciary or similar body 

 The National or Superior Council of Prosecutors  

 Other, please specify 

 

19. Does a prosecutor have the right to challenge or appeal decisions concerning his or her 

transfer? 

 Yes  No 

 

Disciplinary proceedings 

 

20. Are disciplinary proceedings regulated by law? 

 Yes  No 
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21. Does a prosecutor have the right to be heard in the course of disciplinary proceedings? 

 Yes  No  

 

22. Does a prosecutor have the right to challenge disciplinary measures before an 

independent and impartial review body?  

Yes. Please specify the nature of this body   

 No 

 

23. Can a prosecutor be dismissed?  

 Yes  No  

 

a. If yes, on what grounds? 

b. Are grounds for dismissal regulated either in  

 The Constitution 

 The law 

 The code of professional conduct/ethics 

 

24. Which body/bodies decide(s) on dismissal? 

 Minister of Justice 

 Prime Minister 

 Head of State 

 Prosecutor General 

 The National or Superior Council of Judiciary or similar body 

 The National or Superior Council of Prosecutors  

 Other, please specify 

 

 Please include here any additional comments you would like to make on Part II 

 

 

 

 

III.  Independence, autonomy and impartiality of prosecutors 

25. What does “independence of the prosecutor” mean to you? How would you define 

“independence” of the prosecutor? 
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26. What does “independence of the prosecutorial service” mean to you? How would you 

define “institutional independence” of the prosecutorial service? 

 

 

 

 

27. Is the public prosecution: 

 Part of the Executive 

 Attached to the Executive as an independent agency 

 Part of the Judiciary 

 Totally independent 

  Other. Please specify. 

 

28. If prosecutors are part of or attached to the Executive, do you feel that they retain 

sufficient autonomy to carry out their functions impartially and objectively?  

 Yes   No, Please elaborate.  

 

Internal organisation of prosecution service  

 

29. Do prosecutors have the discretion to prosecute (principle of opportunity) or is 

prosecution mandatory (principle of legality)? 

 Principle of opportunity  

 Principle of legality 

 

30. Is the system of case assignment  

 Automatic  

 By drawing lots 

 Based on qualifications/specializations  

 Other. Please specify: 

 

31.  Can a case be removed from the prosecutor assigned to it? 
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 Yes, upon request  

 Yes, if there is a personal - or conflict of - interest 

 Other. Please specify 

 No  

 

32. Does the removal of a case from a prosecutor have to be made known? 

 Yes  No  

 

33. Are there any general guidelines/instructions issued on the crime policy objectives to 

ensure a consistent approach and application of the law?  

 Yes  No  

a. If yes, which body issues these guidelines/instructions? 

b. Are they publicly disseminated to prosecutors? 

c. Are these guidelines/instructions in:   

 Oral form   Written form 

 

34. Do prosecutors have a code of conduct/ ethics? 

 Yes  No  

 

35. If the prosecution service has a horizontal structure, which body has oversight on the 

prosecutors’ activities, if any?  

 

36. If the prosecution service has a hierarchical structure, do prosecutors have sufficient 

independence within this structure to conduct their prosecution?  

 

37. Can a public prosecutor be a candidate in political elections without resigning from 

his/her function?  

 Yes  No  

 

38. May the prosecutor return to his/her function at the end of the respective political term 

if so wishes?  

 Yes, automatically  Yes, other   No 

 

Case Specific Instructions 

 

39. Is the power to issue a case specific instruction provided by law/regulations?  

  Yes  

  No 

 Power does not exist 
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40. If yes, who can issue case specific instructions to prosecutors? 

Are these instructions in:  Oral form   Written form 

 

41. Are case specific instructions publicly disseminated to prosecutors? 

 Yes  

 No  

  Other, please specify  

 

42. Can prosecutors be instructed to discontinue a case? 

 Yes  No 

 

43. Can prosecutors be instructed to initiate the prosecution in a specific case? 

 Yes  No 

 

44. Is there any possibility to challenge an instruction received?  

  Yes   No 

 

Budget 

 

45. Does the prosecution service have its own budget?  

 Yes  No 

 

46. Does the prosecution office manage its own budget? 

 Yes  No 

 

47. If no, which body manages the budget devoted to the prosecution service? 

 

Remuneration 

 

48. What is the amount of the salary of the prosecutors per year? Please provide 

information according to the different levels/steps in career. Is in your opinion the 

remuneration of prosecutors reasonable and commensurate with their role? 

 Yes  No 

 

49. Is the salary of prosecutors comparable to that of judges?  

 Yes  No 
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50. Does in your opinion the remuneration of prosecutors sufficiently guarantee the 

impartiality and autonomy in their functions?  

 Yes  No 

 

Accountability 

 

51. Are individual prosecutors accountable for their actions? 

 Yes  No. If yes, please specify to whom? 

 

52. Is the prosecution service requested to give account of its activities? 

 Yes  No If yes, please specify how and to whom?  

 

53. Are specific measures taken to combat corruption in the prosecution services? 

 Yes   No  

If yes, please specify what these specific measures are 

 

Security 

 

54. Which body decides on the provision of security measures to prosecutors and their 

families, if needed? 

 

55. Do you feel threatened or insecure in the daily performance of your duties? 

 Yes   No  

 

Main challenges 

 

56. What are the main challenges you face in your daily work?  

 

 

 

 

57. What are your suggestions, if any, to improve your daily work?  
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58. Do you think the existing international and regional standards on individual and 

institutional parameters to ensure the independence, objectivity and impartiality of 

prosecutors and prosecution services and strengthen their role contain sufficient 

safeguards?  

 

 

 

 

--------------------------- 

Please include here any additional comments you would like to make on Part III 

 

 

 

 

IV. Relationships with judicial and other actors 

The role of prosecutor vis-à-vis judges  

59. Are the careers of judges and prosecutors separated?  

  Yes  No  

 

60. Is it possible to switch from the prosecutor career to the judge career and /or vice 

versa? 

  Yes  No  

If so, do you consider that this is a good system?   Yes   No  

 

61. Do you consider it important that the prosecutor be independent from the judge? 
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 Yes   No 

 

62. In your view, are judges sufficiently independent from prosecutors and vice versa? Is 

any measure taken to ensure that the role of prosecutors is not confused with the role 

of courts and trial judges? 

 Yes    No  

63. Are there sufficient guarantees to ensure prosecutors cannot encroach on the 

independence and impartiality of the judges? 

  Yes  No  

 

The role of prosecutor vis-à-vis the police 

 

64. Do prosecutors have investigative powers?  

  Yes  No  

If yes, kindly answer question 65. 

 

65. Do prosecutors have authority over the police and/or police investigations? 

 Yes  No.  

 

If yes, does this relationship ensure an effective cooperation, facilitating compliance 

with the law and human rights?  

 Yes  No.  

If no, is the cooperation appropriate and effective?  

 Yes  No.  

 

The role of prosecutor vis-à-vis lawyers 

 

66. Do prosecutors only hear suspected or accused persons during investigation if they are 

accompanied by their lawyers?  

  Yes  No  Not applicable 
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If no, please explain in what circumstances the presence of a lawyer may be restricted. 

 

 

 

 

67. Do prosecutors always allow lawyers to have full access to the files of their clients? 

 Yes  No  

If no, explain in what circumstances access may be restricted. 

 

 

 

 

The role of prosecutor vis-à-vis individuals  

 

68. Are parties with an interest in a case allowed to appeal against the decision not to 

initiate a prosecution or discontinue the case?  

 Yes  No  

 

69. In your opinion, does the current institution of the prosecution services leave 

prosecutors sufficient room to strike a balance between the interests of the State on the 

one hand, and the rights of the individuals, including the rights of the accused or 

suspected person and the victim(s), on the other hand?  

  Yes  No  

 

70. Do you feel society has confidence in the public prosecution system?  

Yes   No. If no, please specify what could improve public confidence in it. 

  

Please include here any additional comments you would like to make on Part IV 

 

    V. Capacity building 

71. Is the training and qualification of prosecutors regulated by law? Is training in human 

rights required by legal provision(s)? 
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Qualifications are regulated 

by law 

Training is regulated 

by law 

Training in human rights is 

required 

 Yes     No  Yes     No  Yes     No 

 

72. Is there a training centre or training programme for prosecutors?  

  Yes   No 

 

73. How does the admission in the training centre occur? 

   Examination 

   Recommendation letter  

   Review based on school and university grades 

  Other. Please specify:  

 

74. For countries where there is a training center or training programme for prosecutors, 

please provide details concerning the subjects included in the training, their mandatory 

or voluntary nature, as well as the amount of time dedicated to them during initial 

and/or continuous training 

 

75. Do prosecutors undergo continuous training during their respective career? 

  Yes   No 

If yes, how often do they have to undergo such training? 

 Annually   

  Twice a year 

 On a non-regular basis 

 Other. Please specify: 

 

76. Are the initial and continuous training for prosecutors tailored to their function, level 

and competence/jurisdiction of the court where they perform their duties? 

 Yes  No 

If yes, please specify: 
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77.  Who pays the fees for the training of prosecutors? 

 The prosecutor him/herself  

 The judiciary  

 Partly the prosecutor, partly the judiciary  

 The training centre for prosecutors  

 The National or Superior Council of Magistrates or similar body  

 The Executive 

 Other. Please specify: 

 

78. Is there any mechanism to monitor the effectiveness of training during the prosecutors’ 

career?  

 Yes    No 

If yes, please explain how the effectiveness of training is assessed.  


