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or contact Dr Alexandra Xanthaki alexandra.xanthaki@brunel.ac.uk
EXPERT SEMINAR 

on
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ LANGUAGES AND CULTURES 

The Expert Seminar is organised by Brunel Law School under the auspices of the Human Rights Research Centre, in Uxbridge, UK on March 8-9, 2012 and in collaboration with the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
In resolution 18/8 of September 2011 the United Nations Human Rights Council requested the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to prepare a study on the role of languages and culture in the promotion and protection of the rights and identity of indigenous peoples. It is envisaged that the Expert Seminar will help the development of the Study that the Expert Mechanism will submit to the UN Human Rights Council. 
The Seminar follows an initiative of indigenous and non-indigenous academics who have established a network with the objective to promote through studies, seminars and other events, papers and research the mandated work of the Expert Mechanism and other United Nations processes focused on the rights of indigenous peoples. 

Following the papers, the participants in the seminar will devote time considering the draft Study of the Expert Mechanism. 
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 

THURSDAY 8th MARCH

8.45-9.15 REGISTRATION

9.15- 9.30 WELCOME 
Dr. Alexandra Xanthaki (Brunel Law School)

Mr. Antti Korkeakivi (Chief, Indigenous Peoples and Minorities Section, OHCHR)

Mr. Vital Bambanze (Burundi, Chairperson, UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples)
9.30- 11.30 PANEL I: OVERVIEW 

Facilitator: Prof. Javaid Rehman (Head of Brunel Law School)
Prof. Siegfied Wiessner (St Thomas Law School, US, also Chairman of International Law Association-Indigenous Committee) 
Cultural Diversity and the Safeguarding of Indigenous Peoples' Rights 
Prof. Elsa Stamatopoulou (Former Chief of the Secretariat of UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, currently Columbia University)  
Current Standards of International Law Regarding Indigenous Peoples’ Cultural Rights 

Prof. Marie- Benedicte Dembour (Sussex University)  
The Expert Mechanism’s Study on Indigenous Languages and Cultures: Some Preliminary Comments 

Prof. John Packer (Director - Essex Human Rights Centre)

The Expert Mechanism’s Study on Indigenous Languages and Cultures: Comments 

Drafting of the study 
11.30-1.00 PANEL II: LANGUAGE RIGHTS 
Facilitator: Prof. Dominic McGoldrick (University of Liverpool, University of Nottingham)
Mr. Javier Lopez Sanchez (Director General for the National Institute for Indigenous Languages, Mexico, and Invited Expert)
Some comments on indigenous language rights 
Prof. Robert Dunbar (University of Highlands and Islands) 
Indigenous Peoples’ Rights to their Languages 

Dr. Susan Aikman (University of East Anglia) 
Indigenous Peoples’ Rights to Education 
Dr Mark Harris (La Trobe University, Australia)

An overview of the efficacy of domestic and international avenues for the protection of the linguistic rights of Indigenous Australians.
Drafting of the study 
1.00- 2.00 LUNCH 

2.00- 3.40 PANEL III: INDIGENOUS IDENTITIES AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 
Facilitator: Prof. Elsa Stamatopoulou 
Mr. Rodion Sulyandiziga (RAIPON, Russian Federation and Invited Expert) 
Some comments on indigenous identities and cultural heritage 

Prof. Rene Kuppe (University of Vienna) 
Rights to Indigenous Peoples’ Traditional Religions 

Dr. Marilena Alivizatou (School of Anthropology, UCL) 
Indigenous Peoples’ Intangible Cultures 

Dr. Nazila Ghanea (Oxford University- Centre for Continuing Education) 
Indigenous Peoples’ Identities and Inter-sectionality 

Drafting of the study 
3.40- 4.10 COFFEE

4.10- 5.40 PANEL IV: INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ CULTURAL HERITAGE 
Facilitator: Mr. Antti Korkeakivi (Chief, Indigenous Peoples and Minorities Section, OHCHR)
Prof. Graham Dutfield (Leeds University) – 
Indigenous Peoples’ Intellectual Property Rights 
Prof. Joshua Castellino (Middlesex University) – 
Reparations for Violations of Indigenous Peoples’ Cultures 

Drafting of the Study 
 5.40- 6.00 CONCLUSIONS OF DAY 1  
Facilitator: Dr Alexandra Xanthaki
FRIDAY 9TH MARCH 

9.00- 10.45 PANEL V: CULTURAL SELF-DETERMINATION AND AUTONOMY 
Facilitator: Dr. Claire Charters (Human Rights Officer, Indigenous Peoples and Minorities Section, OHCHR)
 Ms Lucy Mulenkei (Executive Director, Indigenous Information Network, Kenya and Invited Expert)  
Some comments on indigenous self-determination and autonomy 

Prof. Julian Burger (Essex University, Former Chief of UN Minority and Indigenous Unit) -Indigenous Peoples’ Customary Systems 
Prof. Sonia Harris-Short (University of Birmingham)  
Indigenous Children and Indigenous Autonomy: Current Challenges 
Dr. Alexandra Xanthaki (Brunel Law School)

Limitations to Indigenous Autonomy 

Drafting of the study 
10.45- 11.00 COFFEE

11.00- 12.30 PANEL VI: CULTURAL DESTRUCTION THROUGH LAND VIOLATIONS 
Facilitator: Prof. Julian Burger 

Prof. Colin Samson (Essex University)  
Indigenous Cultural Destruction 

Dr. Damien Short (Institute of Commonwealth Studies- University of London) 
Indigenous Cultural Genocide
Dr Jeremie Gilbert (Middlesex University)

Custodians of the Land: Indigenous Peoples, Human Rights and the Right to Cultural Integrity 

Drafting of the study 
12.30-1.30 LUNCH 

1.30- 3.00 PANEL VII: CULTURAL ISSUES RELATED TO LAND RIGHTS 
Chair: Mauro Barelli (City University)

Mr. Vital Bambanze (Burundi, Chairperson, UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples)
Some comments on indigenous land rights
Ms Francesca Thornberry (Rainforest Foundation) 
Indigenous custom, governance and land rights: Lessons from the Rainforest Foundation  
Prof. Paul Havemann (Institute for Commonwealth Studies- University of London) 
Indigenous Cultures v. Neoliberal Climate Change and Ecosystem Governance 

Dr. Kristin Hausler (British Institute of International and Comparative Law) 
Culture and Evidence in Indigenous Land Disputes 

Drafting of the study 
3.00-3.30 COFFEE 

3.30- 4.30  DISCUSSION ON CONCLUSIONS 
Facilitator: Dr Claire Charters 
 4.30 - 5.30 WINE RECEPTION
Practical information 

Venue

The expert seminar will start on 8th March at 9am and end mid-afternoon on the 9th March 2012. It will take place at the Newton North Room located in the Hamilton Centre. For directions, see the Brunel University campus map below: 
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Where is Brunel University? 

Brunel University is situated in Uxbridge near London in the United Kingdom. Central London and the West End are easily accessed by bus or underground. The train and tube stations are within easy reach using the buses that stop on campus. The tube is also accessible by foot. 
How to get to Brunel University? 
You will find below some useful information about how to get to Brunel. For more details on transport links and how to get to Brunel by bus, car, underground, also see: http://www.brunelconferenceservices.co.uk/find-us/ 

International Flights 
Heathrow is the closest airport to Brunel. Heathrow airport can be reached by bus or taxi and is situated only 6 miles away from the University campus. A number of carriers offer competitive prices to Heathrow. For more information on this airport, see: http://www.heathrowairport.com/ 

The easiest ways to reach Brunel from Heathrow airport are by taxi or by bus. If you book a taxi of one of the local companies in advance, it should cost you approximately 14 pounds from Terminal 4 and 11 pounds from the other terminals. It should take you about half an hour to get to Brunel University. You can also take a bus from Heathrow Central (the bus station) located in Terminal 2. U3 takes you to Brunel University in approximately an hour for 2.20 British pounds. Alternatively, from Heathrow Central the A10 Heathrow Fast Bus runs every 15 minutes, and your journey time is approx 25 minutes (alight Hillingdon Road and use river footpath to campus). Finally, you can take the tube and change in Rayners Lane for Uxbridge. It should take you about an hour. 

Other airports in and around London include: 

· City Airport: http://www.londoncityairport.com/ 

· Luton: http://www.london-luton.co.uk/en/ 

· Stansted: http://www.stanstedairport.com/ 

· Gatwick airport: http://www.gatwickairport.com/ 

Public transport 

You can easily access our campus by bus, train or underground (the tube). 

Buses 
There are a number of buses going to and from the University for Uxbridge Town Centre (U1, U3, U4), as well as West Drayton and West Ruislip train stations (fast over ground trains to Central London) as well as Heathrow Airport. 
By Underground (London Transport)
Take the westbound Metropolitan Line to Uxbridge (approx 40 mins from Baker Street station). Or take the westbound Piccadilly Line to Uxbridge (approx 45-50 mins from Earl’s Court station). You can then take a taxi (around 6 pounds) or bus (U1, U3, U4) to Brunel campus.

By Rail
From West London, it may be more convenient to come to Brunel university using the rail. West Drayton (First Great Western Link) is the nearest mainline station, approx 1.5 miles from the campus. Services run from London Paddington (approx 20 mins journey time) or from the West (Bristol). From West Drayton station, take one of the following buses towards Uxbridge: 222 (alight Cowley Road), U5 (alight Station Road), or U3 (alight Cleveland Road).

West Ruislip Station (Chiltern Railways) is the mainline service from London Marylebone (approx 20 mins journey time) and the North (Aylesbury, Banbury and Birmingham) and is approx 4 miles from the campus.

From West Ruislip Station take the U1 bus (towards Hillingdon Hospital) and alight Kingston Lane.

By Car
Parking on the campus and in the local area is very restricted. Barriers control access to the site and all vehicles must display a valid permit. Visitors enter the site at their own risk and are subject to the University's Traffic and Parking and Permit Regulations. 'Pay and Display' parking is available on our main site and Sports Park via the Kingston Lane entrance.

For more information on car parking please consult:

http://www.brunel.ac.uk/about/campus/?a=9641 

Local taxi firms 

Some of the local taxi companies include: 
Village Cabs (01895 622222),
Alltime Radio Cars (01895 234234), 
Sky Cars (01895 272727). 
For list of local taxi firms, see: http://www.taxiregister.com/Uxbridge/ You can also book a taxi or minibus online at http://www.uxbridgetaxis.co.uk/ or http://www.taxismiddlesex.com/

For more on transport links and how to get to Brunel by bus, car, underground, see: http://www.brunelconferenceservices.co.uk/find-us/ 

Accommodation

On campus accommodation

Accommodation needs to be booked directly with the Brunel conference services.  There is a wide range of accommodation ON-CAMPUS to choose from, catering for all budgets. This includes student bedrooms (budget) to the Campus hotel 

· The Lancaster Conference Suite offers superior en suite bedrooms for £65-85 (including VAT) per night. 

· The Lancaster Lodge offers exceptional value for both business and leisure users alike for £43 (including VAT) on a single room only basis, per night

We have reserved some rooms in the Lodge and the Conference Suite. When you call Lancaster Centre, please use the reference number KX28224; availability can be guaranteed until 10th Feb.
For more details and to book a room on campus, please go to: http://www.brunelconferenceservices.co.uk/accommodation/summer/book/  
Hotels in the vicinity

· Red Lion Hotel, Royal Lane, Hillingdon, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 3QP, (0871 951 1000) 
· Travelodge, Colham House, Bakers Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 1RG, (0871 984 6373)
Amenities on campus

There are many shops and services around campus:
· HSBC bank: three cash points and access to all day-to-day banking services 

· Pharmacy: stocks prescription and non‑prescription products, toiletries and cosmetics 

· Costcutter: our mini-supermarket, stocking household products, food and drink and stationery 

· Computer Centre shop: selling IT products such as printer cartridges and paper, network cables, disks and hardware 
Across campus there are also many places to eat at or places to grab a coffee.

· The Hub's balcony overlooks the concourse, while inside you can watch the big match on an equally big screen! Café-style lunches are served during the day, then by night it’s a lively bar. 

· A high street-style coffee shop, Café Rococo serves a range of hot drinks freshly prepared by trained baristas, as well as sandwiches, salads and cakes. 

· Bar Zest offers pasta, salads, grills and paninis as well as a full bar. Enjoy a panoramic view of the sports hall, or over the campus from the outdoor terrace. 
· During the day, Pronto is the ideal place to grab a baguette, pizza or pastry on the move. At night it opens late, serving your favourite fast food. 

· Loco's is the main Students’ Union bar, with drinks promos and a pub-style menu. The big screen and plasma TVs show the latest sports coverage, or you can grab a game of pool or try one of the arcade games. 

· The Pavilion Bar alongside the outdoor sports park is ideal for a relaxing drink after a match. It offers a full bar menu and snack menu at selected times. 

Alternatively, you can decide to take a stroll to Uxbridge town. 
Things to do around Brunel University

Brunel is located in Uxbridge, a compact and friendly town on the edge of West London.
Uxbridge town centre

Uxbridge is just a 20-minute walk or short bus-ride from the heart of the campus, and the town centre is packed with more than 300 shops, a multiplex cinema, two shopping malls, dozens of bars and restaurants and a £3 million nightclub which runs a number of very popular student nights!
Easy access to Central London

The Campus is within easy reach of Central London. As mentioned earlier, travelling from London to Uxbridge is very straightforward – the town is at the end of the Metropolitan and Piccadilly lines on the London Underground, and overground trains from West Drayton Station (which is a short bus-ride from campus) take you to Paddington in just 20 minutes. You can also catch night buses home from Central London throughout the night (for more details see about how to get to Brunel for links on transport). There are so many places to visit in 
London, from famous entertainment venues to small, one-of-a-kind art galleries, world-renowned shops and spots to dine. Find out more about these at http://www.ukguide.org/london/attract.html and http://www.visitlondon.com/attractions/
Windsor 
Windsor is about half an hour drive from the campus. There are also over-ground trains from West Drayton Station that can take you there in less than 20 minutes. Windsor is home to two of the UK’s Top 20 visitor attractions – Windsor Castle and Legoland Windsor – but there are many more to visit and enjoy throughout the borough. For information, see http://www.windsor.gov.uk/  
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