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	Aide Mémoire

Expert group meeting on Urban Indigenous Peoples and Migration
(The attached draft programme elaborates on the agenda for the EGM)

	Organisers:
	United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), Secretariat of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Latin America and the Caribbean Demographic Centre (CELADE) - ECLAC, in cooperation with International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and with support from the Government of Canada and other interested Governments.


	Venue:
	ECLAC 

Conference Room Raúl Prebisch 
Avda. Dag Hammarskjöld 3477, Vitacura, Santiago, Chile 


	Date:
	27- 29 March 2007 


	Context / Background:
	Most of humanity will soon live in cities, and the trend of global urbanisation is irreversible. Cities in general are seen as the engines of economic and social development, creating jobs as well as generating creative civic cultures. Cities today, however, can also generate and intensify social exclusion, limiting the benefits of urban life to the poor, to women, to youth, and other marginalised groups including indigenous peoples. A number of human rights actors, including human rights treaty bodies and special procedures of the Human Rights Council have pointed to the impact of urbanisation on human rights, including the right to health and adequate housing, of indigenous peoples. 

The majority of indigenous peoples globally still live in rural areas; but the limited available data shows that more and more of them are voluntarily or involuntarily migrating to urban areas. This migration can be temporary or permanent. Thus, the global urbanisation process is increasingly affecting indigenous peoples in many countries both in developed and developing countries with diverse impacts.

According to the findings of the 2005 research initiative by UN-HABITAT and OHCHR through their joint UN Housing Rights Programme, titled “Indigenous peoples’ right to adequate housing: A global overview”, a number of push and pull-factors have been prompting migration of indigenous peoples to urban areas: land dispossession, displacement, military conflict, natural disasters, the overall deterioration of their traditional livelihoods for various reasons coupled with the absence of viable economic alternatives, and the prospect of better economic opportunities in cities. Migration for work - international and/or national – has become an important way out of poverty for indigenous peoples. 

As was highlighted in the report of the recent Expert Seminar “Indigenous peoples and migration: Challenges and opportunities”
, indigenous peoples are strongly attached to their traditional lands and territories, making migration a delicate decision with far-reaching implications, including the possible loss of traditional land rights. Most urban indigenous people support the families they left behind in their areas of origin. Remittances of indigenous migrant workers have become a very important source of income for many rural indigenous communities. Urban-based indigenous people maintain close ties with their communities of origin, but, over time, their attachment to their traditional lands can become weaker and land-related issues may be less important, as other concerns arise. However, in many instances indigenous peoples maintain their indigenous identities for several generations. Yet, identity can be variable, particularly within the urban situation, as evidenced by the phenomenon of ethnic mobility (intra- and inter-generational), i.e., of changes in reported self-identity, both within the same generation, and across generations. The evolution, change and maintenance of indigenous identities is a critical dynamic, not to be overlooked in shaping the size and composition of indigenous populations within urban areas. 

Any analysis regarding urban indigenous people should also pay attention to the effects on the rural indigenous peoples and their communities of origin, including those families left behind in the migration process including the feminisation of indigenous rural communities. In addition, any analysis of the migration patterns of urban indigenous people should also include return migration flows back to their communities to ensure a more complete and accurate picture of migration dynamics and factors, and ideally reasons for those moves in either direction. Furthermore, adaptation within cities may also include high rates of mobility and migration, of population “churn” with moves both within, and to and from, urban areas. 

Despite a few benefits such as proximity to social facilities, in most cases indigenous peoples have substantial difficulties in urban areas. Lack of employment and income generating activities, limited access to services, and, very importantly, inadequate housing, are the main challenges that indigenous peoples living in urban areas face. In general, disrespect for a wide range of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples is often a main underlying cause for persisting poverty among urban indigenous communities. In most cases, they try to organise themselves to better cope with the new economic and social conditions, which are often hostile and characterised by discrimination. 

Besides economic difficulties, indigenous peoples in urban areas may experience difficulties in sustaining and teaching their culture to future generations, because in most cases their children are not able to learn in their own language, or reproduce their social and cultural organisations and enjoy other related rights. This may lead to the loss of indigenous cultural heritage and values.

In recognising these challenges and with the objective of furthering the research undertaken by the UNHRP, and facilitating documentation of good practices in reviewing and addressing these issues, the UNPFII recommended, in its fourth session, that an Expert Group Meeting be organised. At its fifth session, UNPFII reiterated its recommendation and to expand the scope of this endeavour beyond the field of housing, to cover urban issues comprehensively under the general title of “Urban indigenous peoples and migration”. It is important to note in this relation that the Expert Seminar on “Indigenous peoples and migration: Challenges and opportunities” stressed the need for addressing the nexus between indigenous peoples and migration within the following three main areas: (i) state responsibility; (ii) information sharing; (iii) and the role of the international community. The recommendations included the need to recognise the broad – positive and negative – impact of indigenous peoples’ migration on society, and the urgency of strengthening the implementation of existing laws to protect indigenous migrants. 



	Development objective:
	To contribute to improving living conditions and the realisation of human rights of urban indigenous peoples. 



	Specific objectives:
	· To assess impacts of the migration process on indigenous peoples;

· To analyse living conditions and human rights situation of indigenous peoples in urban areas with the aim of generating comprehensive knowledge based on latest research findings;
· To evaluate current policies and practices and their effects on living conditions and the realisation of human rights of indigenous peoples in urban areas;

· To elaborate recommendations on how to improve living conditions of urban indigenous peoples and to contribute to the realisation of their human rights.


	Activities/
Outputs:
	The activities to be undertaken in preparation of and during the EGM, and the expected outputs, will include the following: 

1. A review of the current state of research, and data availability, with an aim to identify knowledge gaps and needs concerning various aspects of urban indigenous peoples and mobility/migration (e.g. the interplay of individual and community characteristics and push-pull factors that can affect the decision to move; the roles of migration and ethnic mobility in the growth of urban indigenous populations). 
2. An analysis of living conditions and human rights situations of indigenous peoples in urban areas through case studies on themes such as: housing, employment, education, transition/settlement services, identities and ethnic mobility, cultural and linguistic continuity, and human security, particularly indigenous women and youth. 

3. An assessment of policies and good practices and underlying factors, patterns and characteristics regarding migration to urban areas by indigenous peoples, with special focus on the violations of their rights (experts are expected  to provide an overview of their regions (7) so that the themes are presented in a holistic way as they are all interconnected).

4. Recommendations for practical measures and policies that are more evidence-based, relevant and effective, and cognisant of both intended and possible unintended consequences, for the improvement of living conditions of indigenous peoples in urban areas and the realisation of their human rights. 
5. Recommendations for further research to better inform mobility/migration and urban-related indigenous issues, including: improved data collection and coverage, methodology and tools of measurement, development of indicators, and areas of study.
6. Devising a roadmap for the follow-up of the findings and recommendations of the EGM.
The final outputs of the EGM will be:

· A summary report of the EGM, to be submitted to the sixth session of the UNPFII (to be held in May 2007); 

· A publication containing all papers, presentations, deliberations, and policy recommendations by the EGM, to be made available on the UNHRP web-site (also at other organisations’ web-sites).


	Participants/
Contributions:
	The EGM is convened by UN-HABITAT and OHCHR within the framework of the UNHRP, jointly with the Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Latin America and the Caribbean Demographic Centre (CELADE) - ECLAC, and in cooperation with the International Organisation for Migration. The EGM is supported by the Government of Canada and other interested Governments with the participation of their representatives.
The meeting seeks to draw on the expertise, capacity and resources of relevant United Nations organisations and agencies; national and local governments; organisations of indigenous peoples, indigenous youth; representatives of NGOs active within the field of indigenous peoples, urbanisation and urban development; and specialists and researchers within relevant fields. 
Invited experts will be selected with consideration of gender and geographical representation as well as to reflect the diversity of related disciplines and sectors of urban life. The experts will be asked to prepare papers/presentations regarding their specific topics/cases and submit them to the organisers in advance of the meeting.  Presentations/case studies will constitute the information base for the discussions on specific themes such as housing, access to services, employment, migration, linkages with locations of origin etc. There will be Terms of Reference to guide preparation of these papers/case studies.  
All these papers/presentations will be included in the documentation of the EGM.
 

	Background documentation:
	The main background documents for the EGM are:
a). “Indigenous peoples’ right to adequate housing: a global overview”, UNHRP Report Series No. 7, 2005. Available from the Housing Rights section of the UN-HABITAT web-site: www.unhabitat.org 
b). Report of an expert workshop on “Indigenous peoples and migration: challenges and opportunities”, held in Geneva, 6-7 April 2006. Available at the website of UNPFII:

       http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/workshop_ipm.html
c). A Government of Canada report published in 2003: “Not Strangers in these Parts: Urban Aboriginal Peoples”, edited by David Newhouse and Evelyn Peters. Available from:
      http://policyresearch.gc.ca/doclib/AboriginalBook_e.pdf
d). “Housing rights legislation: Review of international and national legal instruments”, UNHRP Report Series No. 1, 2002. Available from the Housing Rights section of the UN-HABITAT web-site:  www.unhabitat.org  
e). Indigenous peoples and their relationship to land, Final working paper prepared by the Special Rapporteur, Mrs. Erica-Irene A. Daes. Working Group on Indigenous Populations (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2001/21)
f). Report of the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, Miloon Kothari. Addendum Mission to Cambodia (E/CN.4/2006/41/Add.3)
g). IWGIA report “Indigenous peoples in Urban Areas”. Available from:  http://www.iwgia.org/graphics/Synkron-Library/Documents/publications/Downloadpublications/IndigenousAffairs/IA342002.pdf 

h). Reports of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people, especially, the reports of his mission to the Philippines (E/CN.4/2003/90/Add.3), México (E/CN.4/2004/80/Add.2), Chile (E/CN.4/2004/80/Add.3), Colombia (E/CN.4/2005/88/Add.2) and Canada (E/CN.4/2005/88/Add.3), and his thematic report focussed on the impact of large-scale development projects on human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples and communities (E/CN.4/2003/90) 
i). “International Migrants and the City: Bangkok, Berlin, Dakar, Karachi, Johannesburg, Naples, São Paulo, Tijuana, Vancouver, Vladivostok”, joint publication by UN-HABITAT and Università IUAV di Venezia, edited by M. Balbo, 2005. (Of particular interest regarding indigenous people are the case studies of Bangkok and São Paulo.) Available from: www.unhabitat.org 

j). Series “La migración indígena en México”. Published by UNDP and INI in 2000



	Follow-up:
	Organising agencies will initiate action as necessary for the follow-up regarding the outcome of the EGM along with the recommended roadmap. The outcome of the EGM will specifically be reported to the sixth session of the UNPFII for consideration and further action.
Deliberations of the meeting and its pre and post documentation will be compiled and published as a report. The rapporteur of the EGM and the consultant engaged by UN-HABITAT will be entrusted with this compilation task and will be paid an honorarium /compensation for this purpose.


	Working language:
	The working language of the meeting and documentation will be English. As resources permit, there will be simultaneous interpretation to other UN languages during the meeting (French, Spanish and Russian). 


	Administrative and practical arrangements:
	Administrative arrangements will be undertaken by UN-HABITAT, Secretariat of the UNPFII and Latin America and the Caribbean Demographic Centre (CELADE) - ECLAC, in collaboration with other relevant UN and host authorities.

For participants who are invited by the organisers as ‘paid for participants’, the most direct route economy class return ticket will be paid for, as well as 4 days of daily subsistence allowance (at current UN rates), plus one extra day of daily subsistence allowance in lieu of terminal, visa and other expenses related to preparations and/or for travel. 


	For further information please contact:

	Mr. Selman Ergüden
	Ms. Susan Anzolin 

	Co-ordinator, UNHRP

Shelter Branch

UN-HABITAT
	Director, Urban Aboriginal Strategy
Office of the Federal Interlocutor for Métis and non-Status Indians

Government of Canada

	PO Box 30030, Nairobi 00100, Kenya
	Room 615, 66 Slater Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H4, Canada

	Tel: (254-20) 7624231; Fax: (254-20) 7624265
	Tel: (613) 943-5536; Fax: (613) 996-1737

	E-mail: selman.erguden@unhabitat.org
	E-mail: anzolins@ainc-inac.gc.ca

	www.unhabitat.org
	www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/interloc/uas/index_e.html


	Ms. Sonia Smallacombe
	Mr. Julian Burger

	Secretariat of the PFII

Division of Social Policy and Development

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations
	Coordinator

Indigenous and Minorities Unit

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

	New York, NY 10017, USA

	UNOG-OHCHR, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

	Ph: +1 (917) 367-5066 Fax: +1 (917) 367-5102
	Ph: +41 (0) 22 9179272 Fax: 41 (0) 2291 79 008

	Email: smallacombe@un.org
	Email: jburger@ohchr.org


For inquiries regarding conference facilities and local arrangements, please contact:
Ms. Barbara Chadwick

Supervisor, Conference Services Unit, ECLAC

Telephone: (5-62) 2102667, Fax: (5 62) 2102279, 

Email: Barbara.Chadwick@cepal.org






� Held in Geneva from 6-7 April 2006 by International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and the Secretariat of UNPFII.
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