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INTRODUCTION
1. In its resolution 59/174, the General Assembly decided to proclaim a Second Decade of the World’s Indigenous People commencing on 1 January 2005. The General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to appoint the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs as the Coordinator for the Second Decade. The Coordinator has now been appointed and, noting the request by the General Assembly, that he should fulfil his mandate in full cooperation with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, has invited the High Commissioner to contribute proposals for the programme of action of the Second Decade. 

2. In its resolution 2005/49, the Commission on Human Rights recognized the valuable contribution made by the High Commissioner for Human Rights in coordinating the International Decade of the Worlds’ Indigenous People and invited the Working Group on Indigenous Populations to submit in due course to the Coordinator of the Second Decade, through the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, a list of activities to be considered for possible inclusion as part of the human rights component of the comprehensive programme for the Second Decade that the Secretary-General has been requested to submit to the General Assembly at its sixtieth session.

3. The purpose of the present note is to identify some human rights activities that might be considered for inclusion in the programme of action that would be undertaken by the High Commissioner and the human rights mechanisms within the Office. Members of the Working Group and participants are invited to transmit to the High Commissioner proposals for a possible programme of action that she can then transmit to the Coordinator of the Second Decade. It is hoped that the ideas contained in the note can stimulate discussion in the Working Group.

4. The OHCHR considers that proposals could cover areas related to the core mandates of the Office, namely human rights standard-setting and monitoring, human rights capacity-building, the mainstreaming of human rights in UN country programmes and national human rights protection activities, and research and policy development on human rights, taking into account discussions relating to the workplan of the Office as submitted to the Secretary-General in May 2005.

Standard-setting and monitoring

5. The programme would enhance support for United Nations human rights mechanisms in order to promote and protect the rights of indigenous peoples. Under the programme the Office would:

(a) Provide substantive advice to the treaty bodies and special procedures so that indigenous perspectives are fully integrated; 

(b) Enhance the capacity of the office to support the work of the Special Rapporteur, on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people especially to monitor allegations relating to human rights violations and follow up; 

(c) Continue to give substantive support to the Working Group on Indigenous Populations to continue to elaborate human rights guidelines, commentaries, principles and other related standard-setting on (a) the cultural heritage of indigenous peoples; (b) the free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples in relation to development affecting them; (c) treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements; (d) the right to development and its impact on the situation of human rights of indigenous peoples; (e) natural resource private sector activities and indigenous peoples; (f) the right to sovereignty over natural resources;

(d) Give support to the Commission on Human Rights to complete its elaboration of a declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples and in due course a commentary on implementation. 

Human-rights capacity-building

6. The programme would envisage contributing to the empowerment of indigenous organizations and representatives so that they are better able to defend their rights. The Office would continue to implement a programme of human rights training activities for indigenous peoples, in particular it would:
(a) Enhance the Indigenous Fellowship Programme by establishing an inter-agency programme, and consider further support to capacity-building for indigenous peoples including at the community-level through the Community-led Human Rights Training Programme for Indigenous Peoples; 

(b) Organize a workshop to evaluate human rights training for indigenous peoples looking at quality, duplication, training materials and impact, and prepare a strategy paper based on the recommendations and conclusions of the workshop for implementation in the course of the Second Decade.

Country engagement

7. The programme would further focus on working with States and United Nations partners to protect the rights of indigenous peoples, including their right to development, at the country level. The Office would:

(a) Further develop its activities at the national level, in cooperation with governments, indigenous peoples and UN country teams, to contribute to improvements in the human rights situation of indigenous communities; 

(b) Develop specific activities to follow up the recommendations made by the Special Rapporteur, treaty bodies and other human rights mechanisms at the country-level; 

(c) Strengthen its cooperation with national human rights institutions to strengthen human rights protection of indigenous peoples;

(d) Continue to implement the OHCHR and UNDP Hurist programme aimed at creating national forums for dialogue and to facilitate indigenous peoples’ participation in United Nations development assistance at the country-level.

Research and policy development

8. The Office, in cooperation with governments, the United Nations system, indigenous peoples, the Special Rapporteur on indigenous people and expert bodies including the Working Group on Indigenous Populations and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, would undertake research and organize seminars on the human rights challenges affecting indigenous peoples.

9. The Office, in cooperation with governments, the United Nations system, indigenous peoples, the Special Rapporteur on indigenous people and expert bodies including the Working Group on Indigenous Populations and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, would elaborate a human rights policy for indigenous peoples including good practices that would serve as a framework for its activities at the country level.

Financial implications
10. It is envisaged that the Voluntary Fund for the Second International Decade would, to the extent possible, finance the human rights activities approved by the General Assembly,.

HUMAN RIGHTS GOALS

11. It is proposed that consideration be given to the following possible human rights goals for the second Decade:

· Adoption of a declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples by the General Assembly in the early part of the Decade.

· Consider the elaboration of a binding human rights instrument for the protection of the rights of indigenous peoples.

· Establishment in countries where indigenous peoples live of national human rights plans for implementation during the second Decade.
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