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IFAD is pleased to have the opportunity to address this assembly on the very important topic of conflict resolution. The pursuit of enhanced human security is indeed a very important part of IFAD’s mission. In this context, we would like to highlight some of our activities, which may be of interest to this Working Group

 In its field operations IFAD has gained considerable experience in conflict prevention and post-conflict reconstruction.. For this reason, IFAD is revising its operational policies concerning conflict prevention and post conflict reconstruction. In that connection it organized a high level consultation on the topic. The new policy is expected to allow for greater flexibility, phased interventions, speedier processing procedures, long-term perspectives and a much greater utilization of grant facilities.
The Fund’s interventions have covered a wide range of activities in conflict prevention. Over 50% of the programmes financed by IFAD concern securing tenure rights for indigenous peoples, as a means to assert their rights over their territories and of conflict prevention. In addition, the Fund, through its partners, is also supporting negotiated agreements on this issue.    For example, in East Kalimantan (Indonesia), IFAD has supported a partner organization for assisting indigenous groups in successfully negotiating a conflict with the Department of Forestry regarding their adat lands. This same approach - negotiated support system- is now being replicated in the Philippines (Northern Mindanao) where there is an on-going conflict between the State, multinational logging companies and indigenous groups.

On the basis of its operational experience, the Fund has a number of lessons learned that would like to share. In situation of conflict prevention/post-conflict reconstruction in indigenous areas, the following measures have revealed themselves essential:

· Promote all inclusive multi-stakeholder approaches and dialogue;

· Involve indigenous women as peace brokers;

· Rely on and strengthen indigenous governance structures and systems for conflict resolution/mitigation;
· In post conflict situations, it is important to regenerate local livelihoods and reconstruct social capital, including the rehabilitation of rural dignity and restoration of food security;

· Empower local indigenous communities to reconstruct social cohesion and sustainable rural livelihoods, by establishing a system of inclusive, representative, equitable and locally accountable Community Development Committees for local planning, implementation and monitoring of post conflict reconstruction and development;

· Raise awareness of indigenous peoples, especially women and youth, about their rights  and make available legal counsel for the most vulnerable groups;

· Assist in the rehabilitation of the most vulnerable victims of conflicts (women and orphans) through physical and psychological support systems.
Thank you.
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