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     The views expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of the OHCHR or the United Nations.
UN Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues, Sixth Session, May 14 - 25 2007

Agenda Item 4 (f) Human Rights

Thank you Madame Chair.  The Indigenous Peoples’ Global Caucus at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues again emphasize the vital need to create and strengthen mechanisms within the United Nations systems to effectively address the pervasive and ongoing violations of Indigenous Peoples’ human rights.  

The Global Caucus of Indigenous Peoples strongly and unanimously recommends that the UNPFII6 advise the UNHRC to continue its progress in implementing structures, procedures and mechanisms as recommended by the Indigenous Peoples Global Caucus attending the 5th Session of the UNPFII.   These include: maintaining and strengthening the vital mandate of the UN Rapporteur on the Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples; the inclusion of a regular agenda item addressing Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights in the ongoing work of the Council; the inclusion of Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights as an item of consideration in the Universal Periodic Review process for state members; the inclusion of Indigenous experts in the new general expert advisory body being established by the HRC; and insuring full and effective access by Indigenous Peoples to address the human rights violations affecting their Peoples.    

The Global Caucus also strongly reaffirms its consensus statement from last year’s Permanent Forum Session endorsing the establishment of an Expert Group on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples by the UN Human Rights Council.  We endorse the recent discussions by members of the UNHRC Working Group on Complaint procedures, Universal Peridodic Review, Expert Advise, Agenda and Mandates towards the establishment of this Expert Group on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a subsidiary body of the UNHRC.   We also stress that this expert body should include at a minimum 2- 3  Indigenous experts nominated by Indigenous Peoples, with equal participation and status as the experts nominated by states.  

This will ensure the effective and representative participation of Indigenous Peoples to defend their human rights and fundamental freedoms, and to redress violations of these rights.   We call upon the UNPFII at its 6th session to recommend that a resolution to create this Expert Group be adopted at the June 2007 session of the UNHRC.

In addition, the Global Caucus also requests that the UNPFII6 advise the UN Human Rights Council to authorize at least one more session of the United Nations Working Group so that it can review and, as needed, complete its important pending work.  This will also facilitate an appropriate and timely transition to the new Expert Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights as well as other appropriate structures in the UN.

Thank you. 
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