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     The views expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of the OHCHR or the United Nations.
Title: Establishment of an Expert Group on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Global Caucus Consensus Statement 
United Nations Human Rights Council, 

5th session, June 11 - 18, 2007
Agenda Item: Institution Building
Indigenous Peoples from all regions of the world continue to recognize the vital role of the United Nations Human Rights Council for the promotion, protection and defense of human rights for all Peoples, including Indigenous Peoples.  We look forward to working with the Council as allies in supporting its efforts to carry out this sacred responsibility.  

We continue to wish the Council every success in developing effective working methods and mechanisms to strengthen its role and work within the United Nations system.  We note in particular the important progress made by the Working Groups established by the Council pursuant to General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006 entitled “Human Rights Council”.  These address key concerns which we also share regarding Expert Advise, the Universal Periodic Review process, and Structure and Mandates of the Council.  

These developments were a focus of discussion by the Global Indigenous Caucus, in which hundreds of delegates representing Indigenous Peoples from all regions participated, during the 6th session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues which met from May 14 – 25, 2007 in New York.   At that time, the Global Indigenous Caucus adopted by consensus a resolution regarding the work, mandates, structures and mechanisms of the Human Rights Council pertaining to the human rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

The Caucus consensus resolution was presented in statement under the UNPFII6 agenda item 4 (f), Human Rights, and contains recommendations directed towards both the Permanent Forum and the Human Rights Council.  In particular, the Caucus once again endorsed the establishment of an Expert Group on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a subsidiary body of the Human Rights Council.   We remind the Council members that this call was also made by a consensus of the Indigenous Peoples’ Global Caucus at the 5th session of the UNPFII in 2006, and was submitted in both written and oral interventions at each session of the Human Rights Council during the last year.  
Indigenous Peoples once again offer our recommendations, stated in full below as presented to the UN Permanent Forum’s 6th session, in the spirit of respect and partnership. It is our heartfelt intention to be of assistance in the advancement of the Council’s essential work and in the full and effective implementation of its mandate.  

                                                   _______________________

Consensus Recommendation submitted by the Indigenous Peoples’ Global Caucus addressing the work of the United Nations Human Rights Council and the establishment of an Expert Group on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Thank you Madame Chair.  The Indigenous Peoples’ Global Caucus at the Sixth Session of the UN Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues (UNFPII6) again emphasize the vital need to create and strengthen mechanisms within the United Nations systems to effectively address the pervasive and ongoing violations of Indigenous Peoples’ human rights.  

The Global Caucus of Indigenous Peoples strongly and unanimously recommends that the UNPFII6 advise the UNHRC to continue its progress in implementing structures, procedures and mechanisms as recommended by the Indigenous Peoples Global Caucus attending the 5th Session of the UNPFII.   

These include: maintaining and strengthening the vital mandate of the UN Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples; the inclusion of a regular agenda item addressing Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights in the ongoing work of the Council; the inclusion of Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights as an item of consideration in the Universal Periodic Review process for state members; the inclusion of Indigenous experts in the new general expert advisory body being established by the HRC; and ensuring full and effective access by Indigenous Peoples to address the human rights violations affecting their Peoples.    

The Global Caucus also strongly reaffirms its consensus statement from last year’s Permanent Forum Session endorsing the establishment of an Expert Group on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples by the UN Human Rights Council.  We endorse the recent discussions by members of the UNHRC Working Group on Complaint procedures, Universal Peridodic Review, Expert Advise, Agenda and Mandates towards the establishment of this Expert Group on the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a subsidiary body of the UNHRC.   We also stress that this expert body should include at a minimum 2- 3 Indigenous experts nominated by Indigenous Peoples, with equal participation and status as the experts nominated by states.  

This will ensure the effective and representative participation of Indigenous Peoples to defend their human rights and fundamental freedoms, and to redress violations of these rights.   We call upon the UNPFII at its 6th session to recommend that a resolution to create this Expert Group be adopted at the June 2007 session of the UNHRC.

In addition, the Global Caucus also requests that the UNPFII6 advise the UN Human Rights Council to authorize at least one more session of the United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations so that it can review and, as needed, complete its important pending work.  This will also facilitate an appropriate and timely transition to the new Expert Group on Indigenous Peoples’ Human Rights as well as other appropriate structures in the UN.

Thank you. 

Contact details: Alberto Saldamando, General Counsel, International Indian Treaty Council Tel: [USA] +(415) 641-4482 Email: alberto@treatycouncil.org
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� The Confederacy of Treaty Six First Nations (Canada), Na Koa Ikaikai o Ka Lahui Hawai’i. Centro para la Autonomía y Desarrollo de los Pueblos Indígenas - Nicaragua  (CADPI), and the Western Shoshone Defense Project. share the views expressed in this statement.





